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Conference expenses:

Conference expenses:
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Objects of Zonta International

The Objects of Zonta International shall be: 

(a) To improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health and professional status of  
 women at the global and local level through service and advocacy.

(b) To work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill and peace through a world   
 fellowship of members.

(c) To promote justice and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

(d) To be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, to implement service   
 programmes, and to provide mutual support and fellowship for members who serve their  
 communities, their nations, and the world.

Zonta International Governing Documents 2016 - Bylaws of Zonta International



Notes



Zonta International Conference 2017

Contents

Welcome   

District 16 Governor    1
International President    2 
Conference Chair    3 
Mayor of Christchuch    4

District 16 History    5 

Programme     7 

Profiles of Speakers and  Presenters  10 

Procedures

Minutes of the 2015 Conference  19
District 16 Rules of Procedure   40 
Standing Rules of Conference   44 
Important Information    45
General Information & Emergency Services 47
Process for Remits    48 
Remits     49

Reports

District Governor    63 
Lt Governor     66 
Area Directors    67 
Foundation Ambassador   72
Service       73
Advocacy     74 
District Project    75 
Awards     76 
District History and District Archives  79 
Centennial Anniversary Committee  80 
Z Clubs     81
Webmaster     85 
Public Relations and Communications  86
Zonta International District 16 and District 16 
Charitable Trust  – Financial Reports  87 

Slate of Candidates 

District Office     120 
Nominating Committee   121

Zonta Information

Club Charter Dates    139 
Delegates/alternates    140 
Registrants     141 
Conference Committee   146 
Zonta International Convention 2018  147 
Daily Credentials Report   148 
Conference Evaluation Report   149



1

Welcome from the Governor  
Zonta International District 16

Janet Hope 
Governor 2016 - 2018  
District 16  
Zonta International

Kia ora koutou and welcome to the 14th Zonta International District 16 Biennial Conference.

I extend a very warm welcome to you all to Christchurch. 
It is a real pleasure to be able to bring the District 
Conference back to this lovely city after the earthquakes 
in 2011 resulted in the planned conference being moved 
to Auckland. For those of you who have not visited 
Christchurch in recent years I invite you take some time 
while you are here to have a good look around and 
experience for yourselves the vibrant and everchanging 
landscape that is unique to this city.

Seeing that we can make a difference to the lives of 
women and girls motivates and inspires me to give 
my time, energy and skills to our mission, Empowering 
Women through Service and Advocacy. According to 
Mahatma Gandhi “The future depends on what you do 
today” and “Shaping our Future” is the theme for this 
biennium and the Conference. The Conference logo, a 
pair of hands holding the world, represents how each of 
us can shape the future by working together towards a 
common goal. Throughout the Conference we will hear 
from inspiring speakers who are shaping the future and 
empowering women. 

We are honoured to have Zonta International 
Representative, Hsin-hsin Yang, join us from Taiwan 
and Past International President Lynn McKenzie, from 
Wellington. 

Having had the opportunity to read the draft first chapters 
of the District 16 history it is clear that the actions of the 
women who started Zonta in New Zealand, and those who 
followed in their footsteps, have created a solid platform 
on which to build. They clearly believed they could make 
a difference. 

I acknowledge and give a special thanks to Conference 
Chair Wendy Almond, Secretary and Registrar Gabby 
Irvine, and the other members of the Conference 

Organising Committee: Linda Nutt, Marilou Crequer, 
Rebecca Sewell, Agnes White and Melissa Haberfield.

I acknowledge the Area 3 clubs that have also assisted 
– Christchurch South, Christchurch North, Christchurch 
Canterbury, Waimakariri and Marlborough. I also 
acknowledge the Ashburton Club for taking on the 
Credentials role. We really appreciate your help to make 
this Conference a success. 

Finally, thanks to our generous sponsors, who have 
helped us bring in our award recipients and who have 
provided the very generous raffle prizes, the proceeds of 
which will be donated to the Zonta International Strategies 
to end Violence Against Women (ZISVAW) fund.

I wish all attending a great experience in Christchurch that 
leaves you feeling challenged, inspired and empowered 
to make a difference to the lives of women and girls locally 
and globally. 

Janet Hope 
Governor District 16 2016 - 2018
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Message from the Zonta  
International President

Sonja Honig Schough 
President 2016 - 2018 
Zonta International 

Dear Zontians, 

The district conference is an important Zonta event during 
the biennium. It is where district decisions are made, 
and where members come together for discussions, 
workshops and election of the next district leadership. And 
– there is the possibility to meet new and old friends and 
feel the true Zonta fellowship and spirit! 

All our activities have one common denominator – 
women’s rights are human rights. Together we will achieve 
equal rights for all, even if it sometimes feels a bit far away 
when you see steps back for women around the world. 
Despite these setbacks, we will not rest until we have 
reached our vision. We will never give up. 

Zonta’s combination of service and advocacy is a 
winning concept. By focusing on supporting women’s 
self- sustainability through service projects both on the 
international level and the local level, we see tangible 
results. Being a leading advocate for women’s rights at the 
UN, Council of Europe and UNESCO, together with our 
clubs advocating and cooperating across district borders 
at the national level, results in sustainable improvements 
for women and girls in our local communities and around 
the world. 

We will continue to be committed to the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal No. 5: Achieve gender 
equality and empower all women and girls. By 2030, we 
want to see a world in which every woman and girl is able 
to achieve her full potential. Above all, we want to see a 
world in which no woman or girl lives in fear of violence. 

To ensure our vision is a reality, we must speak with one 
voice – with one voice we are more easily heard, with one 
voice more people will listen and contribute to our cause. 
Working together with other organizations is another way 
to strengthen our message, and we must take advantage 
of opportunities to do so when suitable. 

Enjoy the coming days and use them to reflect on our 
mission and vision. I wish I could be with you – I will be 
there in spirit! 

Thank you all for being dedicated, devoted and daring in 
your work for our great organization and for women and 
girls everywhere. 

In closing, I hope you will join me at our next International 
convention in Yokohama, Japan. It promises to be a 
memorable and rewarding Zonta experience.

Warm regards, 

Sonja Hönig Schough  
President
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Welcome from the Conference 
Chair Zonta International  
District 16
Wendy Almond 
Conference Chair 2017 
District 16  
Zonta International

On behalf of Governor Janet Hope and the organising 
committee I extend a very warm welcome to you all to the 
14th Zonta International District 16 Biennial Conference 
here at the beautiful Sudima Hotel. We are honoured to 
host Zonta International representative Hsin-hsin Yang 
from Taiwan.

“Shaping our Future” is the theme for this conference 
and we will hear how this theme has inspired many of our 
speakers throughout the conference.

Sponsorship for the conference has been provided by 
KPMG, Robert Purchas & Associates, Carter Valuations, 
Ballantynes, Hotel Distinction Fox Glacier, Bay of Many 
Coves and Michael Nutt Marketing.

Zonta members from Area 3 have worked hard to make 
this a successful conference organising various parts 
of the programme - Christchurch North the Opening 
Ceremony, Christchurch South organising & hostessing 
the café dining on Friday night & the Market Table, 
Christchurch Canterbury the Saturday night dinner and 
Waimakariri not only the Registration Secretary (Gabby 
Irvine – a massive task) but also the Silent Auction, 
Marlborough the Memorial Service and Ashburton 
although not in Area 3 have assisted by doing the 
credentials for conference. Hibiscus Coast which is the 
home club of Governor Janet Hope will be doing the 
registration desk.

We have a wonderful raffle with two prizes supplied 
by Janine & Nigel Gould of Wellington and Alli & Greg 
Husband of Christchurch South. 

We sincerely hope you enjoy the weekend we have 
organised for you.  The opportunity to meet with 
likeminded women, renew friendships, make new ones, 
be inspired by our speakers, enjoy workshops and be 
educated about Zonta on a District & International level is 
a wonderful opportunity. 

Thank you so much for coming to Christchurch

Wendy Almond 
Conference Chair 2017
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Welcome message from the  
Mayor of Christchurch
Hon Lianne Dalziel 

It is my pleasure to warmly welcome you to the 2017 Zonta 
Conference ‘Shaping our Future’ in Christchurch.

I commend the excellent work the Zonta family has 
undertaken in New Zealand over the last 50 years and in 
66 other countries since it was formed in the USA in 1919.  
Zonta’s goal of empowering women through service and 
advocacy is an admirable one.

Christchurch enjoys a richness of cultural diversity 
and strength of community that enhances the cultural 
opportunities available to residents and visitors.

Those of you who are travelling to Christchurch from 
out of town are visiting us at a fascinating time in our 
city’s history.  The rebuild of our central city is well 
underway and the centre of town is once again busy 
with tourists seeing the sights, students travelling to 
school and commuting workers.  Modern buildings are 
taking their place alongside our treasured heritage sites.  
I am sure you will want to come and see the amazing 
work underway at the Arts Centre, one of the largest 
heritage restoration projects in the world.  The Bridge of 
Remembrance re-opened on ANZAC Day 2016 and once 
again locals and visitors can cross the Avon River under its 
beautiful Memorial Arch.  The redevelopment of the banks 
of the Avon River is well underway, and you can also visit 
our world-class parks or view public art in our streets and 
exhibitions at our Art Gallery.

I wish all our visitors an enjoyable and exciting time here in 
Christchurch, and we look forward to hosting you again on 
your next visit.

Yours sincerely

Lianne Dalziel 
Mayor of Christchurch



5

District 16 History
Zonta International is an organisation of business and 
professionals who work together to empower women 
worldwide through service and advocacy.  Zonta first 
came to Australasia in 1929 with the establishment of a 
club in Sydney.  There is no record of this club having 
survived past 1935.

In 1965 Dorothy Thompson, from Canada, made the first 
of her epic visits to New Zealand and Australia.   By 1971 
she had organised clubs in five cities in New Zealand and 
seven in Australia.   

The first clubs in Australasia formed Area 3 until 1972 
when the Area designation became Region.  Permission 
was granted for District 16 to be formed in 1974.

The Auckland Club was the first club to be formed in 
Australasia and was chartered on 15 November 1965.  
Cherry Raymond was the first club president.   

District 16 continued to cover Australasia until September 
1989 when the 8th District Conference was held in 
Auckland.   At that conference it was proposed, because 
of the wide geographical area of the District, and the 
growth in clubs, that it be divided into three districts.   After 
much discussion this proposal was accepted and the new 
district commenced at the Dallas Convention in 1990.    

New Zealand remained as District 16, in recognition 
that the first club in Australasia was Auckland.  Cherry 
Raymond was the first Governor, with Joan-Mary 
Longcroft, the first Lieutenant Governor and Jan Bowman 
(sadly no longer with us) the first District Secretary.

Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, the Northern Territory 
and Western Australia formed District 23.  New South 
Wales, Queensland and the A.C.T. formed District 24. In 
2008 District 22 (Queensland) was formed.  

We acknowledge and honour our Past District Governors, 
some of whom have joined us today.

Cherry Raymond, QSO, Regional Representative 1972-
1974. Sadly Cherry passed on in 2006.  We acknowledge 
her commitment to Zonta and contribution to enabling 
District 16 to grow. Cherry was Charter President of the 
Zonta Club of Auckland, she was appointed member of 
the International Relations Committee, the Zonta Editorial 
board, and Chair of the Status of Women Committee and 
was elected to the International Nominating Committee.

Beverley Shore-Bennett, MBE, Governor 1976-1978. 
Beverley was the charter President of the Zonta Club of 
Wellington. Beverley was appointed as a member of the 
International Public Affairs Committee and elected to the 
International Nominating Committee. 

Elizabeth Todd from Australia was Governor 1978-1980. 
Elizabeth Todd was a Charter member and later President 
of the Zonta Club of Sydney. She served on many Zonta 
International committees, including co-chair and chair 
of the International Nominating Committee, a member 
of the International Service Committee, the Long Range 
Planning Committee and of the International Convention 
Committee.  

Jeanne Edgar, QSM, Governor 1980-1982. Jeanne 
passed away in 2007. Jeanne was a charter member of 
the Zonta Club of Christchurch-Canterbury. She was New 
Zealand member of the International Relations Committee, 
Sydney Convention Committee, Co-Chair Membership 
and Classification Committee, Long Range Planning 
Committee and elected to the International Nominating 
Committee.

Leneen Forde from Australia was Governor 1982-1984.

The Honourable Leneen Forde AC.  Served as the twenty-
second Governor of the State of Queensland from 1992 
to 1997.  She was the first Australian Zontian to become 
Zonta International President (1990-1992). In 1993 she 
was appointed a Companion of the Order of Australia in 
recognition of her service to law, to improving the status 
of women and to economic and business development.  
Among her many public service roles she chaired the 
Commission of Inquiry into Abuse of Children in Institutions 
(Australia) from 1998 to 1999.  She is a Dame of Grace 
in the Order of St. John of Jerusalem and was the 1991 
Queenslander of the Year.  

Valerie Webster, Governor 1984-1986 Very sadly Val died 
suddenly on August 1st 2015. Val was a charter member 
of the Zonta Club of Hawkes Bay and transferred to 
Tauranga in 1988.  She was one of the first Area Directors 
elected for District 16 and one of the initial 100 centurions 
appointed worldwide. She was appointed as a member of 
the International Organisation and Extension Committee, 
and District 16 International Nominating Sub-Committee. 
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Val Sarah, AM, Governor 1986-1988  Val was Charter 
President of the ZC Ballarat in 1978, and elected 
International President in 1998-2000. She is currently 
Chair of the Centennial Anniversary Committee. Val was 
honoured as a Member of the Order of Australia in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List in 2001 “for services to 
women internationally, and to the community through 
cultural, social welfare and youth organisations.”   In 2012 
Val was invested as a Dame of Honour in the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller. 

Susan Laidlaw, JP, Governor 1988-1990.  Initially a 
member of the Zonta Club of Manawatu, then a member 
of the Zonta Club of Waimakariri, but is no longer an 
active Zontian. Susan was appointed Co-Chair and 
member of the International Z Club committee, member 
of the Membership and Classification Committee and 
Organisation and Extension Committee and was elected 
as an International Director 1990-1992.

Cherry Raymond, QSO, was re-elected as Governor 1990-
1992.

Joan-Mary Longcroft, QSM, JP,  Governor 1992-1994.   
Charter member of the Zonta Club of Auckland.  Joan-
Mary was elected a member of the Zonta International 
Foundation Board.

Mary Kincaid, Governor 1994-1996.  Mary was a charter 
member of the Zonta Club of Christchurch South before 
joining the Zonta Club of Christchurch North.  Mary is 
no longer an active member of Zonta but continues 
to support Zonta activities.   She was appointed to the 
International ZISVAW Committee and was elected to the 
International Nominating Committee.

Joan Ready. District 16 Governor 1996-1998.   Joan was 
a member of the Zonta Club of Auckland and although 
no longer a member of Zonta continues to support Zonta 
activities.

Jean Corbin Thomas, MNZM, JP.  Governor 1998-
2000.   Member of the Zonta Club of Manawatu.   Jean 
was appointed as a Zonta International Foundation 
Ambassador and Literacy Co-ordinator, a member of 
the International Status of Women Committee, ZISVAW 
Committee, International Bylaws and Resolutions 
Committee.

Jan Bowman, MNZM.   Governor 2000-2002.  Sadly Jan 
passed on in June 2009. Jan was a member of the Zonta 
Club of Auckland.   She was elected as an International 
Director 2003-2005, appointed as a member of the 
International Strategic Planning Task Force, International 
Organisation and Membership and Classification 
Committee and was a member of the International 
Legislative Awareness and Advocacy Committee. 

Lynn McKenzie ONZM. Governor 2002-2004. Lynn is 
a member of the Zonta Club of Wellington. She was a 
elected an International Director 2004-2006.   Lynn was 
President of Zonta International 2012 - 2014, the highest 
elected position in Zonta International ever attained 
by a member of District 16. Lynn is currently a Regional 
Representative on the Zonta International Centennial 
Anniversary Endowment Campaign Committee.

Maxelyn Tudman Governor 2004-2006.   Maxelyn is a 
member of the Zonta Club of Auckland North Shore.  Past 
member of Zonta International Membership Committee 
2008-2012  and Member of Z and Golden Z Zonta 
International Committee  2012-2014. 

Lynette Grave Governor 2006-2008. Lynette is a member 
of the Zonta Club of Metropolitan Dunedin. She was 
a charter member of the Zonta Club of Metropolitan 
Dunedin. She is a past District 16 Foundation Ambassador 
and currently a member of the District 16 Centennial 
Committee and a Regional Representative on the 
Zonta International Centennial Anniversary Endowment 
Campaign Committee.

 Anne Walker Governor 2008 – 2010.  Anne is a member 
of the Zonta Club of Manawatu. Anne is a past member 
of the Zonta International Foundation Development 
Committee and is the current District 16 Foundation 
Ambassador. 

Anne McMurtrie Governor 2010 – 2012.  Anne is a 
member of the Zonta Club of Christchurch South.  
Currently she is the District 16 Jane M Klausman 
Scholarship Chair.

Maureen Heine Governor 2012 – 2014. Maureen is 
currently the Chair of the Zonta International Leadership 
Development Committee. She was a member of the Zonta 
Club of South Auckland before transferring to the Zonta 
Club of Auckland in 2014. 

Janette Irvine Governor 2014 -2016. Janette is a 
member of the Zonta Club of Rotorua. Currently she is a 
District 16 representative on the New Zealand Women’s 
Empowerment Principles Committee.
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Programme
Zonta International District 16 
14th Biennial Conference 
Sudima Hotel September 22nd-24th 2017

TIME SESSION / TOPIC LOCATION
FRIDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER

8.30am - 1.00pm “Developing Leaders for Zonta and Beyond”  Bringing out the 
best in Club Presidents and members- pre-conference workshop 
facilitated  by PDG Maureen Heine

Tasman 1

12.00pm - 2.30pm Registration & Credentials desk opens 

Silent Auction and Market Place doors open

Avon 1 & 2

2.45pm seated 
for 3.00pm

Opening Ceremony

• Call to order
• Entrance of the Zonta International Board Representative and 

Official party
• Flag parade
• Club Banner Parade
• Official Welcome
• International President’s Message
• International Representative Hsin-hsin Yang
• Welcome to Christchurch - Councillor Anne Galloway
• Keynote speaker Kimberley Wallace 

Avon 1 & 2

5.00pm-6.00pm Opening Ceremony reception Avon 1 & 2

7.00pm-11.00pm Christchurch eateries

SATURDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER

7.00am Registration Desk Opens

8.00am- 8.35am Delegates/alternatives;  First Timers welcome & briefing Avon 1 & 2

8.45am Seated for First Business Session

9.00 am Conference Commences

• Entrance of the Zonta International Board Representative and 
District Board

• Welcome
• Introductions
• Credentials Report
• Adoption of Standing Rules of Conference
• Adoption of Conference Programme
• Ratification of Minutes of the 2015 Conference
• Matters Arising
• Correspondence
• Greetings

9.30 am Governor’s Opening Address – Janet Hope Avon 1 & 2

9.45am CAEC presentation - International  Representative - Hsin-hsin Yang 
with Lynn McKenzie & Lynette Grave
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TIME SESSION / TOPIC LOCATION

SATURDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER CONTINUED

10.00am Morning Tea and Networking break

10.20 am Second Business Session

• Credentials report 
• Nominating Committee Report
• Call for Further Nominations
• Adoption of Final slate

 - District 16 Board
 - District 16 Nominating Committee

• Addresses by Board Candidates
• Addresses by Nominating Committee Candidates
• Procedure for Voting
• Remits (if time allows)

11.20am Keynote speaker: Michelle Panzer past YWPA recipient and 
Entrepreneur

11.40am Foundation Ambassador - Anne Walker

12.00pm Lunch/Voting

Conference photo

1.10pm Workshops 

Growing our membership - Souella Cumming and Hsin-hsin Yang

Navigating the District and ZI websites -  Anna Arps, Nikola Bass 
and Phillippa Jacobs

Advocacy - Christine Cook and Helen Bowie

Making our Service Count - Philippa Nixon and Helen Carter

See Noticeboard for rooms

2.15pm Keynote speaker:  Superintendent Tusha Penny  
New Zealand Police

Avon 1 & 2

3.15pm Afternoon Tea and Networking break

3.35pm Third Business Session

• Credentials
• Results of voting
• District 16 & District 16 Charitable Trust  

Financial Reports
 - Treasurer Barbara Astill

Avon 1 & 2

4.10pm Proposed 2018-2020 District Project

• GRG Trust – Kate Blundell, CE
• PADA - Leigh Bredenkamp, Board member 

4.35 pm Third Business Session (cont)

• Remits
• Reports

5.00pm Housekeeping and Close of day 1

7.00pm Evening programme commences Transitional Cathedral

Guest Speaker:  Sarah Kessans

Transitional Cathedral
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TIME SESSION / TOPIC LOCATION
SUNDAY 24th  SEPTEMBER

8.00am Memorial Service Avon 1 & 2

8.35am Fourth Business Session

• Entrance of the Zonta International Board Representative  and 
District Board

• Credentials report
• Membership Report - Lt Governor Souella Cumming
• Announcement of the Cherry Raymond Award
• Presentation of certificates
• Remits
• Silent Auction results announced
• Raffle results

Avon 1 & 2

9.35am 2016-2018 District Project update - Bill O’Brien

9.50am Vote on proposed new District Project

10.00am Morning Tea and networking break

10.20am Fifth Business Session

• Credentials Report

10.25am Centennial Committee Report - Barbara Pope

10.50am Launch of the District History Publication

11.00am WEPs Panel 

• Kerry Maw Smith -  Chair UN Women
• Olive Wallis - Partner KPMG
• Claire Evans - Partner Lane Neave
Facilitated by PDG Janette Irvine  

12.00pm JMK 2016 Awardee Sarah Michelle Washer

Presentation of YWPA 2017 Award to Emilly Fan

YWPA 2017 Awardee Emilly Fan

12.45pm • Call to Convention - Yokohama, Japan July 2018
• Call to Conference 2019
Housekeeping matters

1.10pm Close of Conference

1.15pm Retirement of Flags
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Profiles of 
Keynote Speakers
Hsin-hsin Yang 
Zonta International Director and Board Representative

Hsin-hsin Yang is a 2016-2018 Board Director of Zonta 
International and Zonta International Foundation. She is 
also the Liaison Director for Districts 8, 16 and 25 and for 
the International Development Committee.

Hsin-hsin joined the Zonta Club of Taipei II in 1990 and 
had served as president of the club and nominating 
member of then District 26 which comprised Taiwan, 
Japan and Korea. Taiwan became District 31 in 2006 after 
the three countries were separated. She had chaired the 
SOM committee which created the Club of Taoyuan in the 
district. During her term as governor of District 31 for 2014-
2016, the Region of Mongolia was integrated with Taiwan 
to become Area 3 of the district. 

Hsin-hsin started her career in journalism at the Taipei-
based, English-language China Post daily as a reporter. 
She later switched to United Press International (UPI) as 
its correspondent and, in 1985, joined the Paris-based 
international news agency, Agence France-Presse (AFP), 
as its representative in Taiwan in charge of editorial, 
management and marketing matters. She retired from 
full-time work in 2008 after more than 30 years in the 
news business in order to spend more time with family 

and to engage in more 
social service and volunteer 
projects. Hsin-hsin had 
also taught journalism and 
translation part-time at 
National Taiwan University 
during 1999-2015 to share 
her experience with young 
people.

In her spare time now, she 
edits English news reports of local media and serves as 
volunteer judge of the annual Formosa Girl Award and 
Asian Girl Rights Award for Garden of Hope Foundation 
in Taiwan. She also sits on the board of East-West Center 
and UH Alumni Association in Taiwan and the board of 
Taiwan’s National Council of Women. 

Hsin-hsin holds a bachelor’s degree in Western 
Languages and Literature from Taiwan’s Tunghai 
University and earned a master’s degree in education 
at the University of Hawaii under a grant from the 
Communications Institute of the East-West Center in Hawaii. 

Anne Galloway 
Councillor Christchurch

“A society grows strong when old men and women plant 
trees they will never sit under.” 

In October 2016, I was elected to represent the Halswell 
Ward on the Christchurch City Council. My decision to get 
involved in local body politics was motivated by a belief 
in the importance of leaving a positive legacy. I want my 
children and grandchildren to live in a community that is 
socially and environmentally healthy, in which residents 
feel a sense of connection and belonging. 

I am committed to formulating, facilitating and 
communicating a vision for a strong community that 
embraces diversity in age, gender and ethnicity that 
values experience, diverse views and skills. As Councillor, 
I endeavour to engage, listen, and confidently represent 
the wishes and needs of the residents of Halswell and the 
City. 

As this is my first foray into local body politics, I have a 
lot to learn. However, I am fortunate to be a part of the 
positive and supportive team that are the Council Staff and 
my fellow Councillors. 

Immediately prior to the election, I spent six years 
coordinating an early intervention education programme 

that targeted those on a 
low income to raise their 
educational aspirations, 
A role that had strong 
congruent with my belief 
that investment in a child’s 
pre-school years will have 
huge long term benefits. 

After completing primary 
school training in 1979, I have worked as an educator in 
many different settings. These include: Life Education, The 
Canterbury Museum, Cholmondeley Centre, Youth Justice 
Facility, and a Pupil Behavioural Unit in London. Last year, 
after almost seven years of part time study I graduated 
with a Bachelor of Teaching and Learning. 

In my spare time (!), I love spending time with my family 
(especially my grandchildren) and friends; being active 
(I’ve run a few half-marathons) reading, movie watching; 
and travelling.
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Profiles of 
Keynote Speakers
Kimberley Wallace (Billy)  
Explorer 

Billy (real name Kimberley!) loves leading a life less 
ordinary and such has spent most her last 17 summers 
working and living in Antarctica as a field guide and 
survival trainer.

As an outdoor educator over the last 20+ years, Billy also 
works for World Challenge as an expedition leader on 
student led expeditions to developing countries, here she 
can combine her love of  travelling working and teaching 
in the outdoors and helping people reach their potentials.

To date she has helped lead 
trips to Tanzania to climb 
Kilimanjaro, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, Peru and Bolivia.  
She has recently returned 
from leading a trip to India 
and has another trip booked 
over summer to Sri Lanka! 
“Bring on the heat!” (Says Billy, 
hoping she won’t melt!!!).

Michelle Panzer 
Entrepreneur

Michelle Panzer is the Incubator Manager of the University 
of Canterbury’s Centre for Entrepreneurship. The Centre 
is all about developing New Zealand’s next generation of 
entrepreneurs.  

Since a young age Michelle showed an interest in 
entrepreneurship – she would sell handmade jewellery 
and potholders to their Bed & Breakfast guests and at 
local markets. This interest was cemented through the 
Young Enterprise Scheme in High School, and in her role 
as CEO of Entré while at University. Once she graduated, 
Michelle was the first alumni student to join the board of 
Entré as a Director to continue to grow the student-run 
organisation. 

After a year living, travelling and volunteering overseas, 
Michelle returned to Christchurch as one of three on the 

team running a startup 
accelerator; Lightning Lab 
Christchurch. From here, 
she moved into her current 
role at the UC Centre for 
Entrepreneurship.

Michelle is heavily involved 
with the Startup ecosystem 
in Christchurch, a co-
organiser of the Christchurch Startups meetup group, and 
also on the selection panel of GreenHouse – a dedicated 
space for technology companies. In addition, Michelle is a 
Trustee on the World Buskers Festival Trust.  Michelle was 
a YWPA award winner in 2013.
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Profiles of 
Keynote Speakers
Superintendent Tusha Penny 
District Commander Waitemata, New Zealand Police

Since joining the New Zealand Police in 1992, 
Superintendent Tusha Penny has worked in both 
provincial and metropolitan areas.  Much of her career 
has been spent in the Criminal Investigation Branch 
(CIB) investigating serious crimes including lead roles in 
several high profile homicides.   She has also worked as a 
mentor in Tonga assisting to establish family violence units 
and was part of the New Zealand Police contingent that 
assisted with the Tongan riots in 2006.

Tusha has been pivotal in the change management 
Police have gone through over recent years in respect of 
child protection and sexual violence.  She was critical in 
identifying and bringing attention to the systemic failure 
of Police to address child abuse investigations in the 
Wairarapa.    She led the implementation of a multi-agency 
centre in Wellington known as “Koru House” which was 
significant in addressing a lot of the issues found in 
Operation Hope (the long term investigation of historic 
child abuse files).   Tusha was the first officer to take on 
the role of National Manager - Child Protection and Sexual 

Violence in 2011 where she 
spearheaded a national 
change management 
programme to accelerate 
the Police response to the 
Commission of Inquiry. 

From 2014 Tusha held the 
role of National Manager: 
Prevention based at Police 
National Headquarters 
in Wellington, working on a major change programme 
within the Family and Sexual Violence area. This gave 
her responsibility for family harm, victims and vulnerable 
whanau initiatives across the country.  

In November 2016 Tusha was selected to become the 
District Commander of Waitemata, based in Auckland.  
Her Iwi is Ngati Porou and is the first Maori female District 
Commander in New Zealand Police. She is married with 
two teenaged children. 

Sarah Kessans       
Post-doctoral Fellow 
Biomolecular Interaction Centre 
Department of Chemistry 
University of Canterbury

Sarah Kessans is a scientist, adventurer, and storyteller 
with a passion for inspiring others to pursue and succeed 
in their own endeavours. Now a proud Kiwi, Sarah 
originally came to New Zealand from the USA, where she 
earned degrees in plant biology and molecular biology 
and worked to develop a plant-based HIV vaccine 
candidate. In addition to her passion for scientific research, 
Sarah is also an avid adventurer, having rowed across the 
Atlantic Ocean one and a half times as part of two different 
teams in the Woodvale Events Atlantic Rowing Race. 

The first attempt terminated with a mid-ocean capsize in 
10 metre waves; the second successfully ended in a world 
record. Whilst working as a researcher in biochemistry 
at the University of Canterbury, Sarah discovered that 
NASA was opening up a selection cycle for its next class 

of astronauts, and the 
opportunity to combine 
scientific research, 
exploration, teamwork, 
adventure, and inspiration 
into one career was too 
good to pass up. Sarah was honoured to have made it 
through several selection rounds to become one of the 
50 Finalist Interviewees out of a record number (>18,300) 
of applicants who sought the coveted 12 spots. Remaining 
grounded for the time being, Sarah is excited to share 
her story and inspire others to overcome challenges and 
failures in order to shape their future and pursue their own 
big dreams.
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Profiles of 
WEPs Panel Participants
Kerry Maw-Smith 
Chair UN Women

Kerry is the chairman of UN Women in New Zealand, 
elected in 2016.  A member of Rural Women New Zealand 
(RWNZ); an individual member of ACWW since 2009. Kerry 
has served as Branch President, National Vice President, 
Regional Councillor, health spokesperson, education 
spokesperson and rural education Reference Group 
representative for her society. She represents RWNZ on 
an NGO group responding to CEDAW. She is currently a 
member of the ACWW United Nations Committee. Kerry is 
also a committee member of UN Women Aotearoa (NZ), 
and a member of the UN Association of NZ. 

She is also a Board Director. 
Kerry has experience 
in Board governance, 
advocacy, strategic 
planning, communications, 
media relations, relationship 
building and has attended 
2 Commission on the Status 
of Women (CSW) events at 
the UN in New York and co-
presented an ACWW seminar at CSW 2015.

Olive Wallis 
Partner, KPMG

Olive is a partner in KPMG New Zealand and has over 
20 years tax experience with KPMG and currently leads 
the tax advisory team in Christchurch. She has extensive 
taxation experience dealing with both international and 
domestic taxation issues for individuals, corporates and 
financial institutions. Olive focuses on providing practical 
and commercial tax solutions to meet clients’ needs in a 
constantly changing tax environment. Olive has worked 
in the Invercargill, Auckland and Christchurch offices of 
KPMG. She is regarded as one of the leading tax advisors 
in the South Island commanding the respect of her peers 
and the local business community.  

Olive is involved with 
KPMG’s inclusion and 
diversity activities which 
include a programme of 
work related to addressing 
the Women’s Empowerment 
Principles across KPMG 
New Zealand. 
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Profiles of 
WEPs Panel Participants
Claire Evans 
Partner Lane Neave

Claire is an experienced corporate and commercial 
lawyer specialising in capital raising, business purchases 
and sales, technology and general company law. She is 
particularly known for her expertise in limited partnerships 
and investment funds. 

Claire enjoys helping clients with their business, whether 
it be day to day legal advisory or one off projects.  She 
acts for a range of clients including large listed companies, 
financial institutions, SMEs, start ups and limited 
partnerships, from a variety of industries.  Claire worked 

for a top tier Sydney law 
firm and a large London law 
firm before returning home 
to Christchurch. She prides 
herself in providing advice 
to business owners in an 
easy to understand and 
accessible way.

Lane Neave is a signatory to 
the WEPS.

Janette Irvine 
Past Zonta International District Governor

Janette Irvine became a member of the UN WEPs 
committee in 2016 when Zonta District 16 (NZ) was invited 
to become a partner on the committee and she was then 
the District Governor for Zonta.  She has a background 
in medicine, as a general practitioner for 35 years before 
retiring in 2016. Medical interests included obstetrics and 
other aspects of women’s health, quality assurance and 
GP assessment.

Janette has been a member of the Zonta Club of Rotorua 
for 26 years, served six years on the District 16 Board, 
as District Governor 2014-16, with a continuing interest 

in advocacy on women’s 
issues. Zonta’s mission 
of “Empowering Women 
through Service and 
Advocacy” fits well with 
the work of the WEPs 
committee, which is 
supported by the 28 Zonta 
clubs throughout NZ.

Janette will facilitate the panel discussion. 
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Profiles Of District 16 and  
Zonta International Awardees
Sarah- Michelle Washer 
2016 District 16 JMK Awardee 
2016 Zonta International JMK Awardee 

Sarah-Michelle, who now works in Auckland, was a 
student at Waikato University when she applied for the 
Jane M Klausman Women in Business Scholarship. She 
graduated with a Bachelor of Management Studies 
with Honours and a Bachelor of Laws with Honours in 
December 2016, majoring in Strategic Management and 
Law.

Originally from Horotiu, near Hamilton, Sarah was dux 
at Ngaruawahia High School in 2010. She co-founded 
the IT.U Learning Charitable Trust in 2015, which seeks 
to aid the transition from high school to further study or 
employment through school-business partnerships. This 

is something she says was 
difficult for many of her 
peers in Ngaruawahia and 
she is only one of a handful 
of her peers who have gone 
on to study at university.

Sarah-Michelle has studied 
in Denmark, China and 
South Korea, using her time on these exchanges to 
conduct business-related research. Her long-term goal is 
to start her own company within the education sector to 
support youth engagement. 

Emilly Fan 
2017 District 16 and International YWPA Awardee

Emilly is currently a Year 13 student at Takapuna Grammar 
School and is interested in combining the applicaton of 
environmental principles with sound business practices. 

She founded an Amnesty International group two years 
ago at her school which has grown to be the largest co-
curricular group with over 150 students. She is a Prefect, 
founder of the Girls in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) & Enterprise Group, a 
house leader and Peer Service Leader. In 2016 she was 
awarded the prestigious School Spirit and All-Round Cup. 
For the past three years she has been the environmental 
group leader organising tree planting and Takapuna 

Beach and school clean 
ups, Emilly is an active 
volunteer in the community, 
describing her volunteer 
activities as “more a lifestyle 
than a sporadic pursuit”.

She hopes to study 
Commerce and 
Environmental Science at 
university and would like to secure work in an international 
organisation that promotes human rights and sustainable 
development such as the United Nations.
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Developing Leaders for  
Zonta and Beyond
Pre-conference leadership development workshop   
Friday 22nd September 2017

Bringing out the best in Club Presidents and members 

• Understand the basic elements of leadership
• Share ideas on engaging members
• Learn the benefits of a club mentoring programme
• Understand the importance of a strong team 
• Learn how to develop the right team culture 
• Consider the importance of  leadership development

Presenter:  Maureen Heine, Chairman, Zonta International 
Leadership Development Committee
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Workshop Outlines and  
Presenter Profiles
Growing our Membership   
Presented by: Souella Cumming  
and Hsin-hsin Yang

Continuing the conversation we started at the Area 
Meetings about ‘Why’ we joined and ‘Why’ we stay in 
Zonta, and sharing our strategies for ‘Retaining’ members. 
The Membership workshop at District Conference will 
utilise this feedback to inform the discussion and identify 
actions that Clubs can implement locally. 

Souella is a member of the Zonta Club of Wellington, her 
profile can be found with the Slate of Candidates.

Advocacy - The Challenge of Advocacy 
Presented by: Christine Cook and Helen Bowie

Making our Service Count 
Presented by: Philippa Nixon and Helen Carter

This interactive workshop will  give you a better 
understanding of how to approach Advocacy in your 
Clubs. It will include the type of activities we are engaging 
in, causes we support, templates for making a submission 
and a range of resources that are available. We also have 
an idea for this year’s Zonta Says No to Violence Against 
Women campaign to share with you! 

Christine and Helen are both members of the Zonta Club 
of Wellington. Christine is from a teaching background, 
and now involved in ESOL provision for refugees and 
migrants through managing the Hutt Centre for English 
Language Partners. Helen is a Consultant to Chapman 
Tripp and has a broad commercial and public law practice.

How well do your Club Service projects align with the 
Zonta Vision and mission? Do your Club Servce projects 
invlove “active participation” in “hands on service” or is it 
actually a fundraising project?

Our current District 16 Service Chair and immediate past 
District 16 Service Chair will give you an overview of what 
is happening in Disrict 16 so you can learn what other 
clubs are doing and benchmark your own activities using 
the local service projects guide. Learn about the Zonta 
International Service Recognition Programme and think 
about submitting your Club’s project for recognition at 
Convention.

Philippa is a member of the Zonta Club of Wanganui and 
Helen is a member of the Zonta Club of Timaru. As they 
are both standing for District positions their profiles are 
included with the Slate of Candidates.
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Workshop Outlines and  
Presenter Profiles
“Post, Like and Share” – Navigating the ZI and District 16 Websites 
Presented by: Anna Arps, Nikola Bass and Phillippa Jacobs

“Post, Like and Share” has been the challenge from 
International President Sonja. Who better to guide you 
round the District 16 and Zonta International websites than 
Phillippa, whose company Pinnacle&Co. (formerly Mega 
Advertising) designed the District 16 website, Anna, our 
current District webmaster and Nikola our immediate past 
District webmaster. 

This will be an interactive session so bring your laptops, 
tablets or other portable devices. You will leave this 
workshop feeling confident in where to access resources, 
how to share your clubs story on the websites and social 
media and otherwise comfortable in navigating the online 
environment.

Anna and Phillippa are both members of the Zonta Club 
of Christchurch Canterbury and Nikola is a member of the 
Hawkes Bay Club.  Anna has been a member of Zonta 
since 2004. She has a professional background in finance 
and sales. She sees this workshop as an extension of her 
goals to improve the access and usage for all members 
and to initiate continual improvement for the Districts web 
and social media presence.

Phillippa has been a member of Zonta since 2007. She 
is the CEO/Founder of Pinnacle&Co. (formerly Mega 
Advertising) in Christchurch. Phillippa and her creative 
team at Pinnacle&Co. have built the last two D16 websites. 
She is also a Guru on Facebook for businesses, and has 
delivered over 150 seminars.

Nikola is an environmental, health and safety professional 
with a 3 year old son who keeps her pretty busy.  As the 
current President of Hawkes Bay Zonta club and the 
immediate past District Webmaster Nikola has had direct 
involvement with assisting members to access Zonta 
Facebook and the websites.  From hands-on club nights 
to conference workshops Nikola loves to make these 
accessible to all people.  With over ten years in Zonta 
she’s looking forward to renewing contacts at Conference.
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Minutes of the 13th Biennial Conference 
18-20th September 2015  
Millennium Hotel, Rotorua
Friday 18th September 2015, 3:00pm 
Opening Ceremony and Reception

1. CALL TO ORDER
Conference was called to order by Conference Chair Pam 
McGrath, and those present were asked to be upstanding 
for the entrance of the Official Party which included 
Zonta International Representative Winnie Teoh, Mayor of 
Rotorua Hon. Steve Chadwick, Kaumātua Monty Morrison, 
and the District 16 Board. A waiata was sung by Rotorua 
Girls High School.

This was followed by the posting of the flags of New 
Zealand, Hong Kong, Zonta International, the United 
Nations, Australia and Canada. The club banner parade 
with the roll call of the 28 clubs was led by the host club 
Rotorua.  

The New Zealand National Anthem was sung, followed by 
the playing of the Hong Kong National Anthem. 

2. WELCOME TO ROTORUA
Kaumātua Monty Morrison welcomed delegates to 
Rotorua prior to the Mayor Hon. Steve Chadwick giving 
her welcome speech. 

3. OFFICIAL WELCOME TO CONFERENCE
Governor Janette Irvine, wearing the kākahu, welcomed 
Zonta International Representative Winnie Teoh, Hon. 
Steve Chadwick, Past International Presidents Val Sarah 
and Lynn McKenzie, District 24 Governor Margaret 
Bateman, District 16 Board, Past District Governors Anne 
Walker Maureen Heine Joan Mary Longcroft, Jean Corbin 
Thomas, Maxelyn Tudman, Lynette Grave, Anne McMurtrie, 
District 16 Committee Chairs, District 24 Historian & 
Archivist Joanna Quinn, honoured guests, fellow Zontians, 
and guests to the Conference. Guests at the Opening 
Ceremony included David Webster, Joan Nichol, Gwen 
Ross, Rangi Briggs, Patti Sutton, Ally Gibbons, Cecelia 
Roper, Deb Bell, Kierin Irvine and other Zontian’s partners.

4. INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
International President Maria Jose Landeira Oestergaard 
addressed the Conference by video and this was followed 
by a short address by Skype

5. ADDRESS BY ZONTA INTERNATIONAL       
 REPRESENTATIVE
Winnie Teoh, Zonta International Representative, 
addressed the Conference.

6. KEYNOTE ADDRESS
The Hon. Steve Chadwick, Mayor of Rotorua delivered the 
Keynote Address, “Taking the Unpredictable Pathway”, to 
the Conference.

7. ENTERTAINMENT
The Rotorua Girls High School Kapa Haka Group 
performed waiata at the start of the ceremony and 
supported Mayor Steve Chadwick and Governor Janette 
Irvine, and further entertained the Conference with dance 
& poi, including a lesson in a poi dance for a group of 
Zontians invited onto the stage.

The Opening Ceremony concluded with a reception.

8. TASTE OF ROTORUA
Zontians and guests enjoyed dinner at selected 
restaurants in Rotorua.

First business session 8:50am Saturday 19 
September    

9. ENTRANCE, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Registrants stood while the District 16 Board and Zonta 
International Board Representative Winnie Teoh entered 
the Mokoia Room.

Governor Janette Irvine welcomed Zonta International 
Board Representative Winnie Teoh, distinguished 
Zontians, and fellow Zontians to the 13th Biennial District 
16 Conference. Governor Janette summarised the 
Opening Ceremony, and recognised that 19th September 
is Suffrage Day and it is 122 years since New Zealand 
became the first nation in the world to grant women the 
right to vote. 

Principal Conference Sponsors - Rotorua Energy 
Charitable Trust, Asteron Life, and KPMG, and other 
Sponsors - Dudfield Bryce, Buried Village, Bay of Many 
Coves Resort, and Look After Me, were acknowledged 
and thanked.  Governor Janette also expressed her 
gratitude to Pam McGrath, the Rotorua Conference 
Committee, and the many members who helped with 
conference planning and assisting in Rotorua. 

Governor Janette called the Conference to order. 
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Governor Janette introduced the top table: Desirae 
Kirby District Parliamentarian & Bylaws Chair, Karen 
Clark District Minute Secretary, Zonta International Board 
Representative Winnie Teoh, Lt. Governor Janet Hope, 
District Treasurer Souella Cumming, Area 1 Director Liz 
Holsted, Area 2 Director Janine Gould, Area 3 Director 
Wendy Almond, Area 4 Director Alison Struthers and 
Area 5 Director Sue Prowse.  She also welcomed and 
introduced PIP Val Sarah, PIP Lynn McKenzie, and District 
24 Governor Margaret Bateman;  ZI Committee members: 
Janine Gould, Lynda Garett, PDG Anne Walker, and PDG 
Maureen Heine; PDGs Joan Mary Longcroft, Jean Corbin 
Thomas, Maxelyn Tudman, Lynette Grave and Anne 
McMurtrie; Conference Chair Pam McGrath, Credentials 
Chair Gwenda Pennington, and Nominating Committee 
Chair Jeanette Corson; guests YWPA Awardees Danielle 
Newton and Gauri Prabhakar; Esther Cowley-Malcolm and 
Miriama Postlethwaite, members of the Proposed Zonta 
Club of Whakatane; and Deb Bell, workshop presenter, 
and speaker and panelist. 

There are 191 registrations for Conference, including five 
from Australia.  

10. CREDENTIALS  REPORT
Gwenda Pennington Credentials Chair presented the 
Credentials Report:  
Elected District Officers - 8, Accredited Delegates - 33, 
Accredited Proxies - 0. 
Total Voting Members this session - 41

MOVED THAT THE REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Hamilton-Waikato   
Seconded: Ashburton 
Carried

11. ADOPTION OF THE STANDING RULES OF   
 CONFERENCE
MOVED THAT THE STANDING RULES AS IN THE 
CONFERENCE BOOK BE ADOPTED FOR THE 13TH 
BIENNIAL DISTRICT 16 CONFERENCE.

Moved: Marlborough   
Seconded: Mangawhai 
Carried

Governor Janette outlined the guidelines and protocols to 
be used at the Conference.

12. ADOPTION OF CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
MOVED THAT THE 2015 CONFERENCE PROGRAMME BE 
ADOPTED.

Moved: Thames Valley   
Seconded: Wellington 
Carried

Governor Janette requested leave of the conference 
delegates to vary the agenda should circumstances 
necessitate it, in order to ensure that all business be 
completed.

There was no objection. 

13.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE 2013   
 CONFERENCE
Jill Hobden, Hamilton Waikato, queried the name of the 
“past overseas Zontian” noted on Page 21, Point 13. After 
some discussion, Past Governor Maureen Heine said she 
could not remember but would check the person’s name.

MOVED THAT THE MINUTES OF THE 12TH BIENNIAL 
CONFERENCE HELD IN QUEENSTOWN ON 27-29 
SEPTEMBER 2013 BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Ashburton   
Seconded: Marlborough 
Carried

Matters Arising: Matters arising from the 2013 Conference 
have been actioned.

MOVED THAT THE 13TH BIENNIAL DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE GIVES LEAVE FOR THE MINUTES OF THIS 
CONFERENCE TO BE APPROVED BY THE CURRENT 
DISTRICT BOARD.

Moved: Wellington   
Seconded: Auckland 
Carried

14. CORRESPONDENCE
Greetings have been received from Dr Marilyn Waring, 
Erica Majba District 23 Governor, Judith Trevan-Hawke 
District 22 Governor, Ute Scholz ZI YWPA Awards 
Committee Chair, Beryl McMillan Co-Chair ZI Centennial 
Anniversary Committee, Dame Margaret Sparrow.

15. GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS
Governor Janette highlighted key extracts from her report, 
pages 57-60, in the 2015 Conference Handbook.

MOVED THAT THE GOVERNOR’S REPORT, AS IN THE 
2015 CONFERENCE BOOK, BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Governor Janette        
Seconded: Hatea-Whangarei  
Carried.

16. ZONTA INTERNATIONAL BOARD    
 REPRESENTATIVE’S ADDRESS
Winnie Teoh, Zonta International Board Representative 
spoke on “Service & Advocacy – The Way Forward”.

Introduced:  District Treasurer Souella Cumming 
Thanked:  Lt. Governor Janet Hope 

17. ZONTA SAYS NO CAMPAIGN
At Governor Janette’s request, Liz Holsted spoke on 
the 2015 “Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women” 
campaign and plans for District 16 involvement.
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Close of first business session 
Morning tea 
Second business session 10.20am

18. CREDENTIALS REPORT
Gwenda Pennington Credentials Chair presented the 
Credentials Report:

Elected District Officers - 8, Accredited Delegates - 33, 
Accredited Proxies - 0.

Total Voting Members this session - 41

MOVED THAT THE REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Mangawhai          
Seconded: Metropolitan Dunedin 
Carried

19. NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
At the 2013 Conference Jeanette Corson (Chair), Ailsa 
Allen and Robyn Cowley were elected to the Nominating 
Committee. Jeanette Corson presented the slate of 
candidates for the 2016 -2018 Biennium.  

District 16 Board:

 District Governor  Janet Hope
 Lt. Governor  Souella Cumming
 Treasurer  Barbara Astill
 Area 1 Director  Irene McPherson
 Area 2 Director  Nicola Schreurs
 Area 3 Director  Sue Grainger
 Area 4 Director  Vivienne Stephens
    Barbara Stewart
 Area 5 Director  Helen Carter

District 16 Nominating Committee:

 Wendy Almond
 Lynda Garrett
 Janine Gould
 Jill Hobden
 Sue Prowse
 (Three to be elected, highest polled to be Chair)

20. CALL FOR FURTHER NOMINATIONS
Governor Janette called for further nominations. No further 
nominations being received, Governor Janette declared 
the nominations closed.

MOVED THAT THE SLATE AS PRESENTED BY THE 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR THE 2016 - 2018 
BIENNIUM BE ACCEPTED. 

Moved: Hatea-Whangarei               
Seconded: Marlborough 
Carried

21. THANKS TO NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Governor Janette thanked the Nominating Committee 
for the work they have undertaken to present the slate of 
candidates and moved that the thanks be recorded in the 
minutes.

Moved: Governor Janette            
Seconded: Hibiscus Coast 
Carried

22. ADDRESSES BY CANDIDATES
The candidates for the District Board and District 
Nominating Committee (as listed above) addressed the 
Conference. 

23. PROCEDURE FOR VOTING
Gwenda Pennington Credentials Chair outlined the 
arrangements for voting.

24. KEYNOTE SPEAKER - HON LOUISE UPSTON MP
The Hon Louise Upston MP, Minister for Women and 
Minister for Land Information, spoke on the challenges in 
her career, and those of women in New Zealand.

Introduced by Area 2 Director Janine Gould 
Thanked by Area 3 Director Wendy Almond

Close of second business session 
Lunch break / Voting

25. WORKSHOPS
Advocacy  - The Challenge of Advocacy - Christine Cook 
The Online Space - Embracing the Challenge - Rachel 
Warrender 
The Challenges of Volunteerism - Deb Bell 
Tapping into Generation Z - Karen and Katherine Mitchell

26. KEYNOTE SPEAKER – DR JACKIE BLUE
Dr Jackie Blue, Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commissioner spoke on “Women and Work, Human 
Rights & Challenges in New Zealand”. 

Introduced by Area 1 Director Liz Holsted 
Thanked by Area 5 Director Sue Prowse

Afternoon tea

27. 50 YEARS OF ZONTA IN NEW ZEALAND 
Introduced by Governor Janette Barbara Pope, Chair of 
the District Centennial and Semi-Centennial Anniversary 
Committee and Jennifer Loughton, District Historian and 
Archivist spoke to their reports in the Conference Book.

A PowerPoint presentation of the District 16 50-year 
history, compiled by Barbara Pope, was shown. 

Thanked by Area 3 Director Wendy Almond.

Governor Janette acknowledged Jennifer Loughton’s 
huge contribution to the District 16 History Project.

Third business session
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28. CREDENTIALS REPORT
Gwenda Pennington Credentials Chair presented the 
Credentials Report:

Elected District Officers - 8, Accredited Delegates - 33, 
Accredited Proxies - 0.

Total Voting Members this session - 41

MOVED THAT THE REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Mangawhai               
Seconded: Marlborough 
Carried

29. RESULTS OF VOTING
The District Board for the 2016-2018 Biennium will be: 

 District Governor  Janet Hope
 Lt. Governor  Souella Cumming
 Treasurer  Barbara Astill
 Area 1 Director  Irene McPherson
 Area 2 Director  Nicola Schreurs
 Area 3 Director  Sue Grainger
 Area 4 Director  Vivienne Stephens
 Area 5 Director  Helen Carter

The Nominating Committee for the 2016-2018 Biennium 
will be: 
 Janine Gould - Chair
 Lynda Garrett
 Wendy Almond
MOVED THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BALLOT PAPERS.

Moved: Governor Janette              
Seconded: Hawke’s Bay 
Carried

30. FINANCIAL REPORT
District Treasurer Souella Cumming presented her report 
and the reviewed Financial Accounts for year ending 
31/5/2014 and 31/5/2015. 

MOVED THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND THE 
REVIEWED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR YEARS 
ENDING 31/5/2014 AND 31/5/2015.

Moved: District Treasurer Souella Cumming   
Seconded: Lt Governor Janet Hope 
Carried

District Treasurer Souella Cumming spoke to the 
appointment of the reviewer.

MOVED THAT DAVID KNIGHTLY ACCOUNTING 
LTD BE APPOINTED TO REVIEW THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS OF ZONTA INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 16 
INCORPORATED FOR THE YEARS ENDING 31 MAY 2016 
AND 31 MAY 2017. 

Moved: District Treasurer Souella Cumming  
Seconded: Area 4 Director Alison Struthers 
Carried

District Treasurer Souella Cumming presented the budget 
for the 2016-2018 Biennium.

MOVED THE ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET FOR THE 
2016-2018 BIENNIUM

Moved: District Treasurer Souella Cumming  
Seconded: Area 4 Director Alison Struthers 
Carried

MOVED THAT THE DISTRICT 16 DUES FOR THE 2016-
2018 BIENNIUM BE SET AT $49.00 PER MEMBER FOR 
THE FULL YEAR (FROM 1 JUNE) AND $24.50 PER 
MEMBER FOR THE HALF YEAR (FROM 1 DECEMBER).

Moved: District Treasurer Souella Cumming  
Seconded: Lt Governor Janet Hope 
Carried

District Treasurer Souella Cumming presented her report 
and the financial statements for the District 16 Charitable 
Trust.

MOVED THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT FOR THE 
DISTRICT 16 CHARITABLE TRUST AND THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS FOR YEARS ENDING 31/5/2014 AND 
31/5/2015.

Moved: District Treasurer Souella Cumming  
Seconded: Area 4 Director Alison Struthers 
Carried

District Treasurer Souella Cumming spoke to the 
appointment of the reviewer.

MOVED THAT DAVID KNIGHTLY ACCOUNTING LTD BE 
APPOINTED TO REVIEW THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
OF ZONTA DISTRICT 16 CHARITABLE TRUST FOR THE 
YEARS ENDING 31 MAY 2016 AND 31 MAY 2017. 

Moved: District Treasurer Souella Cumming  
Seconded: Lt Governor Janet Hope 
Carried

31. REMITS
REMITS FROM THE ZONTA INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 
16 BOARD

The majority of the following remits (2 – 15) cover the 
Zonta International District 16 Rules of Procedure (Dated 
29 September 2013).  The intent is to keep wording up-to-
date with changes to the Bylaws and Rules of Procedure 
of Zonta International, and/or to reflect current District 16 
process.  Deletions are crossed out, and amendments/
additions are shown underlined.
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REMIT 1

Moved that the following wording changes be made to 
District 16 Rules of Procedure 10, 11, 22 and 30 to remove 
gender specific references where appropriate:  

10. CHARTER DINNERS AND WORKSHOPS

Present wording Proposed wording

The District Governor, or her representative, shall officiate 
at Charter Presentation Dinners, the expenses of which  
are the responsibility of the District. 

The District Governor and the Lieutenant Governor will 
attend Area Forums.  Their registration fee will be the 
responsibility of the Area Forum.

The District Governor, or her representative, shall 
officiate at Charter Presentation Dinners, the expenses 
of which are the responsibility of the District. 

The District Governor and the Lieutenant Governor will 
attend Area Forums.  Their registration fee will be the 
responsibility of the Area Forum.

11. OFFICIAL VISITS BY DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS 

Present wording Proposed wording

When an official visit is made to a Club by a member 
of the District Board, the Club shall provide the cost of 
the meal and, if necessary, overnight accommodation.  
If a District Officer elects motel/hotel accommodation 
rather than private accommodation, then she pays for 
this herself.

When an official visit is made to a Club by a member of 
the District Board, the Club shall provide the cost of the 
meal and, if necessary, overnight accommodation.  If a 
District Officer elects motel/hotel accommodation rather 
than private accommodation, then the District Officer 
will meet this cost.

22. DISTRICT PINS  

Present wording Proposed wording

First sentence of Rule of Procedure 22:

The District Governor shall be given a District 
Governor’s pin in gold to wear during her term. 

First sentence of Rule of Procedure 22:

The District Governor shall be given a District 
Governor’s pin in gold to wear during the term of office.  

30. APPOINTMENT OF CLUB PROXY TO CONVENTION       
OR CONFERENCE

Present wording Proposed wording

Any Club appointing a proxy for Convention or 
Conference shall pay directly to the proxy a minimum 
of half the basic registration fee to assist with the 
expenses incurred in attendance at Convention or 
Conference.  This payment shall be a matter between 
the proxy and the club appointing her, and shall in 
no way affect the payment given to her by any other 
club.  In return the proxy shall give an undertaking to 
participate in all business sessions, to provide a written 
report on return from Convention or Conference and 
to attend the Club in person if at all possible.  The 
Club shall give their proxy guidelines on how they 
would wish their vote to be exercised at Convention or 
Conference.  The proxy will be held by one delegate.

Any Club appointing a proxy for Convention or 
Conference shall pay directly to the proxy a minimum 
of half the basic registration fee to assist with the 
expenses incurred in attendance at Convention or 
Conference.  This payment shall be a matter between 
the proxy and the club appointing them, and shall in 
no way affect the payment given to them by any other 
club.  In return the proxy shall give an undertaking to 
participate in all business sessions, to provide a written 
report on return from Convention or Conference and 
to attend the Club in person if at all possible.  The 
Club shall give their proxy guidelines on how they 
would wish their vote to be exercised at Convention or 
Conference.  The proxy will be held by one delegate.

Rationale:  Membership of Zonta International is open 
to both women and men.  Wording of the District 16 
Rules of Procedure has been revised to remove gender 
references where appropriate.  

Moved by: Lt. Governor Janet Hope   
Seconded: Area 5 Director Sue Prowse
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REMIT 1 ALTERATION

LT GOVERNOR JANET HOPE THEN SOUGHT LEAVE 
TO ALTER REMIT 1.  MOTION:  SEEK LEAVE TO ALTER 
REMIT 1 BY CHANGING SECTION 30, APPOINTMENT 
OF CLUB PROXY TO CONVENTION OR CONFERENCE, 
SUBSTITUTING THE WORDS “THE PROXY” FOR “THEM” 
IN THE PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE RULE OF 
PROCEDURE. IT IS A GRAMMATICAL CHANGE “THEM” 
BEING A PLURAL PRONOUN AND IT IS THEREFORE 
MORE APPROPRIATE TO SAY “THE PROXY”

30. ALTERED PORTION OF REMIT 1: APPOINTMENT OF 
CLUB PROXY TO CONVENTION OR CONFERENCE

Present wording Proposed wording

Any Club appointing a proxy for Convention or 
Conference shall pay directly to the proxy a minimum 
of half the basic registration fee to assist with the 
expenses incurred in attendance at Convention or 
Conference.  This payment shall be a matter between 
the proxy and the club appointing her, and shall in 
no way affect the payment given to her by any other 
club.  In return the proxy shall give an undertaking to 
participate in all business sessions, to provide a written 
report on return from Convention or Conference and 
to attend the Club in person if at all possible.  The 
Club shall give their proxy guidelines on how they 
would wish their vote to be exercised at Convention or 
Conference.  The proxy will be held by one delegate.

Any Club appointing a proxy for Convention or 
Conference shall pay directly to the proxy a minimum 
of half the basic registration fee to assist with the 
expenses incurred in attendance at Convention or 
Conference.  This payment shall be a matter between 
the proxy and the club appointing the proxy, and shall 
in no way affect the payment given to the proxy by any 
other club.  In return the proxy shall give an undertaking 
to participate in all business sessions, to provide a 
written report on return from Convention or Conference 
and to attend the Club in person if at all possible.  The 
Club shall give their proxy guidelines on how they 
would wish their vote to be exercised at Convention or 
Conference.  The proxy will be held by one delegate.

Moved by: Lt. Governor Janet Hope   
Seconded: Area 5 Director Sue Prowse 
Carried.  

THE ALTERED REMIT 1 WAS THEN VOTED ON AND 
CARRIED.

REMIT 2 

Moved that paragraph 1 District Dues be changed to read 
as follows:

1. DISTRICT DUES 

Present wording Proposed wording

District per capita dues shall be paid in New Zealand 
dollars to the District Treasurer, who shall lodge the said 
dues in the District Accounts.  The District dues shall 
be determined by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting 
members at Conference.

District per capita dues shall be paid in New Zealand 
dollars to the District Treasurer, who shall lodge the said 
dues in the District Accounts.  The District dues shall 
be determined by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting 
members present and voting at Conference.

Rationale:  Wording added to align with revised Bylaws 
and Rules of Procedure of Zonta International (Article XIII, 
SECTION 5 (a)).

Moved by: District 16 Treasurer Souella Cumming  
Seconded: Lt Governor Janet Hope 
Carried
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REMIT 3 

Moved that paragraph 6 Reimbursement be changed to read as follows:

6. REIMBURSEMENT 

Present wording Proposed wording

All reimbursement of District monies shall only be made 
on the presentation of receipts.  All such expenses will 
be within the approved District budget.  

Expense vouchers shall be submitted to the Governor 
for approval before any re-imbursement by the District 
Treasurer.  Expense vouchers should be submitted as 
soon as possible after the expenses are incurred but 
not later than 60 days.

All reimbursement of District monies shall only be made 
on the presentation of receipts.  All such expenses will 
be within the approved District budget.  

Expense vouchers shall be submitted to the Governor 
for approval before any re-imbursement by the District 
Treasurer.  Expense vouchers for the Governor shall 
be submitted to the Lieutenant Governor for approval 
before any re-imbursement by the District Treasurer.  
Expense vouchers should be submitted as soon as 
possible after the expenses are incurred but not later 
than 60 days.

Rationale:  Sentence re District Governor’s expense claims added to clarify and reflect current practice.  The Zonta 
International “Zonta District Manual (January 2015)”, Section 2 – Governor, District finances: states that “(some districts 
may wish to assign the lieutenant governor responsibility for approving the governor’s expenditures).”

Moved by: District 16 Treasurer Souella Cumming    
Seconded: Lt Governor Janet Hope 
Against: 2  
Carried  

REMIT 4

Moved that paragraph 16 Parliamentary Authority be changed to read as follows:

16. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Present wording Proposed wording

District business will be conducted in accordance 
with the current edition of “Guide for Meetings & 
Organisations” N.E. Renton

District business will be conducted in accordance with 
the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly 
Revised.  The rules contained in the parliamentary 
authority shall govern the District in cases in which 
they are not inconsistent with the Bylaws and Rules 
of Procedure of Zonta International and these District 
Rules of Procedure.

Rationale: The additional sentence reflects the wording of Article XIII, SECTION 16 – District Parliamentary Authority in the 
revised Bylaws and Rules of Procedure of Zonta International.  ‘Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised’ is the recognised 
Zonta International Parliamentary Authority (Article XVIII) and its rules are referred to in the updated Zonta manuals.
Changing the parliamentary authority will bring District 16 into line with the majority of Zonta Districts worldwide.  

Moved by: Area 1 Director Liz Holsted       
Seconded: District Treasurer Souella Cumming 
Carried
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REMIT 5 

Moved that paragraph 17 District Rules of Procedure be 
changed to read as follows:

17. DISTRICT RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Present wording Proposed wording

The Rules of Procedure for District shall be reviewed by 
the District Board prior to the District Conference and 
presented to the District Conference for approval.

The Rules of Procedure for District shall be reviewed 
by the District Board prior to the District Conference 
and shall be adopted or amended by a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the District Conference present and voting 
members.  Notice of such proposed Rules of Procedure 
or amendments shall be sent to the President of each 
Club within the District at least sixty (60) days before the 
Conference.  Rules of Procedure may also be adopted 
or amended by a mail ballot.

Rationale: The proposed wording changes and additions 
will align with the revised Bylaws and Rules of Procedure 
of Zonta International (Article XIII, SECTION 15).  The Zonta 
District Manual (January 2015 edition) recommends the 
Rules of Procedure should specify the procedure required 
to adopt or amend them.  

Moved by:Area 2 Director Janine Gould   
Seconded: Area 1 Director Liz Holsted  
Carried

REMIT 6 

Moved that paragraph 19 Vote For Board be changed to 
read as follows:

19. VOTE FOR BOARD 

Present wording Proposed wording

A majority vote of the elected members of the District 
Board shall be required for action, except as stated in 
Rule 25.  

A majority vote shall be required for action, unless a 
greater vote is otherwise required.  

Rationale: Wording changed to align with revised Bylaws 
and Rules of Procedure of Zonta International (Article XIII, 
SECTION 10 (d)).

Moved by:Area 3 Director Wendy Almond   
Seconded: Area 2 Director Janine Gould 
Carried
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REMIT 7 

Moved that paragraph 20 District Records be changed to 
read as follows:

20. DISTRICT RECORDS  

Present wording Proposed wording

The District Governor shall maintain a correspondence 
file and the District Treasurer shall maintain complete 
financial records to be transferred to the incoming 
Governor and Treasurer respectively.  The outgoing 
District Treasurer will transfer copies of transactions 
to the incoming District Treasurer within 45 days of 
Convention, and will arrange audit or review of the 
accounts as soon as possible.  The District Secretary 
shall maintain an inventory of District property and 
prepare any material appropriate for the District 
archives and will transfer these to the incoming District 
Secretary.  

Area Directors and District Chairman shall maintain files 
to be transferred to their successors.  

The District Governor shall maintain a correspondence 
file and the District Treasurer shall maintain complete 
financial records to be transferred to the incoming 
Governor and Treasurer respectively.  The outgoing 
District Treasurer will transfer copies of transactions to 
the incoming District Treasurer no later than forty-five 
(45) days after the term of office ends, and will arrange 
audit or review of the accounts as soon as possible.  
The District Secretary shall maintain an inventory of 
District property and prepare any material appropriate 
for the District archives and will transfer these to the 
incoming District Secretary.  Area Directors and District 
Chairman shall maintain files to be transferred to their 
successors.  With the exception of the Treasurer’s 
records, all District records must be turned over to 
successors no later than thirty (30) days after the term 
of office ends.  

Rationale: First wording change to align with revised 
Bylaws and Rules of Procedure of Zonta International 
(Article XIII, SECTION 7 (d)) re Duties of Officers - 
Treasurer.  Last sentence added to reflect wording in the 
Zonta District Manual (January 2015 edition) regarding 
recommended timelines relating to transfer of District 
records.  

Moved by: Area 4 Director Alison Struthers   
Seconded: Area 3 Director Wendy Almond 
Carried
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REMIT 8 

Moved that paragraph 24 Conference Delegates be 
changed to read as follows:  

24. CONFERENCE DELEGATES

Present wording Proposed wording

The voting members of the District Conference shall 
be the elected district officers and the delegates of 
each club. To exercise a vote, the club must be in good 
standing.  

Each club shall be entitled to one (1) delegate and 
one (1) alternate. If, at 1 June in the year of the District 
Conference, the membership of any club exceeds forty 
(40) members, the club shall be entitled to a second 
delegate and alternate. If, at 1 June in the year of the 
District Conference, the membership exceeds eighty 
(80) members, the club shall be entitled to a third 
delegate and alternate. Delegates and alternates shall 
be elected by the club they represent. A delegate may 
carry more than one of the total votes to which the club 
is entitled. A member of the District Board shall not be 
a club delegate or alternate. Clubs must confirm their 
standing when the club nominates its delegate/s and 
proxy/s.

The voting members of the District Conference shall 
be the governor, lieutenant governor, area directors, 
treasurer, and the delegates of each club in good 
standing. 

Clubs.  Each club shall be entitled to one (1) delegate 
and one (1) alternate. If, as of the date specified by the 
district for the payment of district dues, the membership 
of any club exceeds thirty (30) members, the club 
shall be entitled to a second delegate and alternate. 
If the membership exceeds sixty (60) members, the 
club shall be entitled to a third delegate and alternate. 
Delegates and alternates shall be elected by the club 
they represent. A delegate may carry more than one of 
the total votes to which the club is entitled. A member 
of the District Board shall not be a club delegate or 
alternate. Clubs must confirm their standing when the 
club nominates its delegate/s and proxy/s. 

Proxies.  A club may be represented by proxy at a 
district conference.  A club represented by proxy shall 
be entitled to its total vote by proxy.  No club may be 
represented by proxy at more than two (2) consecutive 
conferences.  A club may carry the proxy votes from no 
more than two other clubs.

Rationale: Wording changed to align with revised Bylaws 
and Rules of Procedure of Zonta International (Article XIII, 
SECTION 11 (a) (4)).

Moved by:Area 5 Director Sue Prowse   
Seconded: Area 4 Director Alison Struthers 
Carried
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REMIT 9

Moved that paragraph 29 Sales At District Conference be 
changed to read as follows:

29. SALES AT DISTRICT CONFERENCE  

Present wording Proposed wording

Proceeds from the silent auction from the District 
Conference shall be given to an International Service 
Project chosen by the District Board and ratified by the 
Conference.  

Proceeds from the silent auction from the District 
Conference shall be given to the Zonta International 
Service Fund.

Rationale: Proceeds from the silent auction at District 
Conference are traditionally directed to international 
service.  The wording change reflects the fact that 
funds donated in a current biennium are used to fund 
international service projects in the following biennium.  
The projects for the following biennium are not ratified 
until the Zonta International Convention, which occurs after 
District Conference.  Therefore a specific international 
service project cannot be chosen.  By directing proceeds 
generally, the Zonta International Foundation will be able 
to direct the money to an international service project 
requiring funding.  (Note:  Proceeds from the sales tables 
at District Conference are retained by the relevant Clubs).  

Moved by: Lt. Governor Janet Hope   
Seconded: Area 5 Director Sue Prowse 
Carried

REMIT 10 

Moved that paragraph 32 District Governor’s Newsletter 
be changed to read as follows:

32. DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER 

Present wording Proposed wording

The District Governor’s newsletter shall be sent to Past 
District Governors, each member of the District Board, 
and to members of the District via the President who 
shall ensure distribution.

The District Governor’s newsletter shall be sent to Past 
District Governors, each member of the District Board, 
and to members of the District via Club Presidents who 
shall ensure distribution.

Rationale:  Clarification of the term President in the 
wording of this Rule of Procedure.  

Moved by:Area 1 Director Liz Holsted   
Seconded: District Treasurer Souella Cumming 
Carried
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REMIT 11

Moved that paragraph 33 Appointment Of Area Directors 
And Vice Area Directors be changed to read as follows:

33. APPOINTMENT OF AREA DIRECTORS AND VICE 
AREA DIRECTORS 

Present wording Proposed wording

Area Directors will be elected at the District Conference 
and Vice Area Directors may be appointed by the 
District Board in consultation with the Clubs in the Area 
concerned.   

Area Directors will be elected at the District 
Conference.  At District option, a Vice Area Director 
may be elected to assist an Area Director in the 
performance of Area duties by the delegates from 
Clubs in that Area, either at the District Conference, 
or, at the Area Meeting immediately preceding the 
Convention.

Rationale: In line with the Bylaws and Rules of Procedure 
of Zonta International (Article XIII, SECTIONS 6 (b) and 8), 
Vice Area Directors (should the position be required) are 
elected, rather than appointed.  Having the option to elect 
Vice Area Directors at Area Meetings, following District 
Conference prior to Convention, allows flexibility should 
the position/s not be filled at Conference, or the need for a 
Vice Area Director position emerges after Conference.  

Moved by: Area 2 Director Janine Gould   
Seconded: Area 1 Director Liz Holsted 
Carried

REMIT 12

Moved that paragraph 34 Club Visits By Area Directors be 
changed to read as follows:

34. CLUB VISITS BY AREA DIRECTORS 

Present wording Proposed wording

The Area Directors are required to make an official visit 
to every Club in their Area at least twice in the Biennium 
and hold one Area Forum each year.  Any additional 
visits by the Area Director to any Club will be at her 
discretion and expense.  However, should extraordinary 
circumstances necessitate subsequent visits of an 
official nature, the Area Director should liaise with the 
District Governor and District Treasurer for authorisation 
to claim expenses.   

The Area Directors are required to make an official visit 
to every Club in their Area at least twice in the Biennium 
and hold one Area Meeting each year.  Any additional 
visits by the Area Director to any Club will be at their 
discretion and expense.  However, should extraordinary 
circumstances necessitate subsequent visits of an 
official nature, the Area Director should liaise with the 
District Governor and District Treasurer for authorisation 
to claim expenses.   

Rationale: First wording change to use correct Zonta 
International terminology (Area Meeting rather than Area 
Forum – Article XIII, SECTION 7 (c)).  Second wording 
change to remove gender specific reference.  

Moved by: Area 3 Director Wendy Almond   
Seconded: Area 2 Director Janine Gould 
Carried
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REMIT 13

Moved that paragraph 36 Election of Area Directors be 
changed to read as follows:

36. ELECTION OF AREA DIRECTORS AND VICE AREA 
DIRECTORS  

Present wording Proposed wording

If a deadlock arises in the voting for an Area Director 
after two ballots, the relevant delegates shall be given 
the opportunity for further consultation and discussion 
with the candidates prior to the third ballot.  If there is 
still a deadlock the District Governor and Governor 
Elect shall consult together and make a casting vote.

If a deadlock arises in the voting for an Area Director 
and/or Vice Area Director after two ballots, the relevant 
delegates shall be given the opportunity for further 
consultation and discussion with the candidates prior 
to the third ballot.  If there is still a deadlock the District 
Governor and Governor-Elect shall consult together 
and make a casting vote.

Rationale: Wording changed to acknowledge that Vice 
Area Director is now an elected position as per Bylaws 
and Rules of Procedure of Zonta International (Article XIII, 
SECTION 6 (b)).  Hyphen inserted in spelling of Governor-
Elect in final sentence.  

Moved by: Area 4 Director Alison Struthers   
Seconded: Area 3 Director Wendy Almond 
Carried

REMIT 14

Moved that paragraph 38 To Encourage Sponsoring And 
Mentoring Clubs be changed to read as follows:

38. TO ENCOURAGE SPONSORING AND MENTORING 
CLUBS   

Present wording Proposed wording

2nd paragraph of Rule of Procedure 38 re Sponsoring, 
Organising, and Mentoring Committees:

The Committee will produce and submit to the District 
Governor for approval a plan including a budget for 
any expenditure additional to the initial $300.  On 
presentation of itemised accounts and receipts, 
the District Treasurer will reimburse expenditure 
in accordance with the approved budget and also 
reasonable expenses of the Membership, Organisation 
& Extension District Chair.  Any reimbursement beyond 
the approved budget will only be made for expenditure 
that has received prior approval from the District 
Governor, and in the case of a new Club is only payable 
if a new Club is formed.  

2nd paragraph of Rule of Procedure 38 re Sponsoring, 
Organising, and Mentoring Committees:

The Committee will produce and submit to the District 
Governor for approval a plan including a budget for 
any expenditure additional to the initial $300.  On 
presentation of itemised accounts and receipts, 
the District Treasurer will reimburse expenditure 
in accordance with the approved budget and also 
reasonable expenses of the Membership Committee 
District Chair.  Any reimbursement beyond the 
approved budget will only be made for expenditure that 
has received prior approval from the District Governor, 
and in the case of a new Club is only payable if a new 
Club is formed.  

Rationale:  Wording changed to update name of District 
Membership Committee.

Moved by: Area 5 Director Sue Prowse   
Seconded: Area 4 Director Alison Struthers 
Carried
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REMIT 15

Moved that paragraph 44 District Project be changed to 
read as follows:

44. DISTRICT PROJECT    

Present wording Proposed wording

1st paragraph of Rule of Procedure 44:

District 16 shall adopt a District Project each biennium.  
A District Project will be recommended by the District 
Board and formally adopted by the membership by 
majority vote at District Conference, or by a postal 
ballot conducted in accordance with By-Law Article XIII 
Section 10(f) of the Zonta International By-Laws.

1st paragraph of Rule of Procedure 44:

District 16 shall adopt a District Project each biennium.  
District Board will select two proposals from those 
submitted and these will be voted on by the 
membership at District Conference, or by a mail ballot 
conducted in accordance with Rules of Procedure of 
Zonta International 4b Mail Ballot.

Rationale: Wording changed to reflect the current 
selection and voting options for District Projects.  Postal 
ballot changed to mail ballot and the correct reference 
in the current Bylaws and Rules of Procedure of Zonta 
International inserted.    

Moved by: Lt Governor Janet Hope   
Seconded: Area 5 Director Sue Prowse 
Carried

REMIT 16

MOTION TO SUPPORT A  JOINT DISTRICT 
CONFERENCE FOR NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIAN 
CLUBS IN 2019 TO RECOGNISE 100 YEARS OF ZONTA

Moved that the Zonta Clubs of District 16 support an 
Inter-District Conference of Zonta Districts 16, 22, 23 and 
24, to be held in 2019, in celebration of the centenary of 
Zonta International.  The said Conference will provide 
for the holding of separate District Conference business 
sessions to allow for the conduct of individual District 
business as per the Bylaws and Rules of Procedure 
of Zonta International.  This motion is contingent upon 
acceptance of similar motions by the Clubs of Zonta 
International Districts 22, 23 and 24 and approval of the 
Zonta International Board presiding at the relevant time.  
Should these contingencies not occur, this motion will 
automatically lapse.  

Rationale:  Following an approach from District 22 re a 
2019 Inter-District Conference, District 16 Board has put 
forward this motion to assess support for the proposal.  
This event would bring together clubs in New Zealand 
and Australia – the ‘old’ District 16 to which we all 
belonged until the 1990 Zonta International Convention 
in Dallas, Texas, when District 16 was divided into three 
Districts:  D16 (New Zealand); D23 (Victoria, SA, WA, Tas, 
NT); and D24 (NSW, QLD, ACT).  In 2008 at the Rotterdam 
Convention, D22 was created (subdividing D24), 
comprising clubs in Queensland plus one from Northern 
NSW.  District 22 plans to propose hosting the Inter-District 
Conference in Brisbane, Australia, as it is a logical gateway 
city for flights from New Zealand and all parts of Australia.  

District 22 was narrowly defeated in 2014 in its bid to 
host the 2018 International Convention, and has done the 
‘homework’ which indicates it has the facilities and the 
capacity to stage such an event. 

A Zonta gathering of this size will afford New Zealand 
members the opportunity to participate in an International 
Convention style Zonta event.  The District 16 Board has 
considered the cost implications of holding a District 
Conference off-shore and acknowledges that there may 
be budget implications for the District, which we would 
work to pre-empt over the coming biennia.  

Moved by:  District Treasurer Souella Cumming                         
Seconded: Lt Governor Janet Hope 
Carried

REMITS FROM DISTRICT 16 CLUBS

The following remits have been received from Zonta 
International District 16 Clubs.  Deletions are crossed out, 
and amendments/additions are shown underlined.
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REMIT 17

Moved that the following remit be submitted to the Zonta 
International Bylaws and Resolutions Committee for 
consideration at the Nice convention in 2016.  

That Bylaw Article XI Zonta International Nominating 
Committee, SECTION 5 Duties, be amended as follows

Note:  Amendment underlined

Present wording Proposed wording

SECTION 5.  Duties.  The Zonta International 
Nominating Committee shall:

a) Provide the official slate and qualifications for 
publication at least ninety (90) days before convention, 
including, when possible, nominations as follows:

• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in North, Central 
and South America;

• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Europe;
• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Africa;
• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Australia and 

New Zealand;
• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Asia; and
• Eight (8) candidates at large.
(b)  Report at the convention.  Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor, provided the nominee is 
qualified and has consented to serve if elected.

SECTION 5.  Duties. 

The Zonta International Nominating Committee is an 
autonomous committee, and is empowered to make 
all decisions regarding the nomination process and 
candidates.

The Zonta International Nominating Committee shall:

(a) Provide the official slate and qualifications for 
publication at least ninety (90) days before convention, 
including, when possible, nominations as follows:

• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in North, Central 
and South America;

• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Europe;
• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Africa;
• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Australia and 

New Zealand;
• Two (2) candidates from the clubs in Asia; and
• Eight (8) candidates at large.
(b)  Report at the convention.  Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor, provided the nominee is 
qualified and has consented to serve if elected.

Rationale: The Zonta International Nominating Committee 
is an elected committee charged with providing a slate 
of qualified candidates for the following biennium for 
the positions of officers and directors of the Zonta 
International and Zonta International Foundation Board 
and members of the Zonta International Nominating 
Committee.  

The Zonta International Nominating Committee must 
discharge its duty in an impartial manner, be autonomous 
and independent from all those that may seek nomination.    

Moved by: Zonta Club of Wellington  
Seconded: Zonta Club of Christchurch Canterbury 
Carried

(1)    For each Zonta International officer position to be          
       filled, two (2) or more candidates.

(2)  For Zonta International director positions, at least 
      fourteen (14) candidates for election of seven (7)    
      directors.

(3)  For the Zonta International Nominating Committee, 
      at least:

(1)    For each Zonta International officer position to be          
       filled, two (2) or more candidates.

(2)  For Zonta International director positions, at least 
      fourteen (14) candidates for election of seven (7)    
      directors.

(3)  For the Zonta International Nominating Committee, 
      at least:
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REMIT 18

Moved that the following remit be submitted to the Zonta 
International Bylaws and Resolutions Committee for 
consideration at the Nice convention in 2016.  

That Bylaw Article XIII Districts, SECTION 13 Nominating 
Committee, (d) Duties, be amended as follows

Note:  Amendment underlined 

Present wording Proposed wording

SECTION 13.  (d) Duties.  It shall be the duty of the 
Nominating Committee to:

District

No member shall be proposed without that member’s 
consent to serve if elected.  

Zonta International 
Work with the Zonta International Nominating 
Committee to recruit qualified Zontians for Zonta 
International officers, directors, and Nominating 
Committee.

SECTION 13.  (d) Duties. 

The District Nominating Committee is an autonomous 
committee, and is empowered to make all decisions 
regarding the nomination process and candidates.

It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to:

District

No member shall be proposed without that member’s 
consent to serve if elected.  

Zonta International 
Work with the Zonta International Nominating 
Committee to recruit qualified Zontians for Zonta 
International officers, directors, and Nominating 
Committee.

Rationale: The District Nominating Committee is an 
elected committee charged with providing a slate of 
qualified candidates for the following biennium for the 
positions of officers of District Board and the members of 
the District Nominating Committee.  

The District Nominating Committee must discharge its duty 
in an impartial manner, be autonomous and independent 
from all those that may seek nomination.    

Moved by: Zonta Club of Wellington   
Seconded: Zonta Club of Christchurch Canterbury 
Carried

(1)     Provide the official slate and qualifications of each  
        candidate for publication at least sixty (60) days 
        before the District Conference.

(2)    Nominate one (1) or more qualified candidates for    
        each office to be filled at the next election of district 
        officers.

(3)    Nominate at least five (5) candidates for the district 
        Nominating Committee.

(4)    Report at the conference.  Additional nominations 
        may be made from the floor provided the nominee 
        is qualified.

(1)     Provide the official slate and qualifications of each  
        candidate for publication at least sixty (60) days 
        before the District Conference.

(2)    Nominate one (1) or more qualified candidates for    
        each office to be filled at the next election of district 
        officers.

(3)    Nominate at least five (5) candidates for the district 
        Nominating Committee.

(4)    Report at the conference.  Additional nominations 
        may be made from the floor provided the nominee 
        is qualified.
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REMIT 19

Moved that the following remit be submitted to the Zonta 
International Bylaws and Resolutions Committee for 
consideration at the Nice convention in 2016.  

That Bylaw Article XIV Clubs, SECTION 8 Nominating 
Committee, (d) Duties, be amended as follows  
Note:  Amendment underlined

Present wording Proposed wording

SECTION 8. (d) Duties.

(d) Duties.  It shall be the duty of the Nominating 
Committee to nominate one (1) or more members for 
each office or directorship to be filled at the annual 
election, and at club option, to nominate at least three 
(3) members for the next term’s Nominating Committee.

SECTION 8. (d) Duties.

(d) Duties.  The Nominating Committee is an 
autonomous committee, and is empowered to make 
all decisions regarding the nomination process and 
candidates. It shall be the duty of the Nominating 
Committee to nominate one (1) or more members for 
each office or directorship to be filled at the annual 
election, and at club option, to nominate at least three 
(3) members for the next term’s Nominating Committee.

Rationale: The Club Nominating Committee is an elected 
committee charged with providing a slate of qualified 
candidates for the roles of officers and directors of 
the Club Board and members of the Club Nominating 
Committee.  

The Club Nominating Committee must discharge its duty 
in an impartial manner, be autonomous and independent 
from all those that may seek nomination.    

Moved by: Zonta Club of Wellington   
Seconded: Zonta Club of Christchurch Canterbury 
Carried

Close of third business session and day one of 
conference
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32. CONFERENCE DINNER 
The Conference “Night of Gold” Gala Dinner was held 
at the Blue Baths. Angela Swann-Cronin, the keynote 
speaker, spoke about her career including her time as 
a pilot with the Royal New Zealand Airforce. Governor 
Janette Irvine announced the Winner of the Zonta New 
Zealand Woman of the Biennium, Lesley Elliott. 

Sunday 20 September 8.00am

33. MEMORIAL SERVICE
Zonta Club of Mana presented a very moving Memorial 
service to remember Zonta members and former 
members who had passed away since the 2013 
Conference.

Fourth business session 8.40am

34. CREDENTIALS REPORT
Gwenda Pennington Credentials Chair presented the 
Credentials Report:

Elected District Officers - 8, Accredited Delegates - 30, 
Accredited Proxies  - 0.

Total Voting Members this session  - 38

MOVED THAT THE REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Marlborough   
Seconded: Thames Valley 
Carried

35. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S REPORT
Lt. Governor Janet Hope highlighted key items from her 
report.

MOVED THAT THE LT.GOVERNOR’S REPORT BE 
ADOPTED.

Moved: Lt. Governor Janet Hope   
Seconded: Ashburton   
Carried

36. CHERRY RAYMOND AWARD
Governor Janette presented certificates to all clubs who 
participated in the Cherry Raymond Award: Christchurch 
South, Hibiscus Coast, Mana, Manawatu, Mangawhai, 
Metropolitan Dunedin, Oamaru, Wanganui and Wellington. 

Lt. Governor Janet Hope announced Zonta Club of 
Wanganui as the Winner, with their ShineGIRL Project. 

37. RECOGNITION OF LONG SERVICE MEMBERS
Long Service Members (25-50 years) were 
acknowledged. Certificates were presented to Jill Hobden 
for 25 years, Maxelyn Tudman for 30 years and Christine 
Reardon-Stonyer for 35 years. 

Governor Janette presented a special memento from the 
Conference to Joan-Mary Longcroft and Anne Gambrill for 
their contribution to Zonta for 50 years. They received a 
standing ovation.
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38. SILENT AUCTION RESULTS 

Item Winner Club Price

1 Framed Embroidery Kathy McKimmie Ashburton $50

2 Painting (Hoare Frost over 
Lake Pearson)

Sue Genner Thames Valley $50

3 Oil Painting (Grand Canal) Pam McGrath Rotorua $130

4 BBQ Elaine Delaney Whangarei $130

5 Pounamu Pendant Claire Hancock Tauranga $130

6 Print (Transit) Claire Hancock Tauranga $155

7 Bud Vase Jenny Dowthwaite Rotorua $115

8 Framed Print (Chick Magnet) Linda Braithwaite Hibiscus Coast $80

9 Rata Earrings Jenny Dowthwaite Rotorua $115

10 Oil & Bowl Suzanne Coleman Hibiscus Coast $60

11 2 Cushions Lyn Amos Auckland $120

12 Basket Barbara Hock Rotorua $80

13 Pamper Hamper Liz Holsted Mangawhai $100

14 Ceramic Plate Gudrun Frerichs Wellington $50

15 3 Cookbooks Lynn McKenzie Wellington $150

16 Computer Bag Denise Lazelle Auckland $30

17 Glass Plate Cheryl Moffit Christchurch South $110

18 Sculpture/Spinning Top Linda Braithwaite Hibiscus Coast $30

19 Zealong Tea & Cup Joan-Mary Longcroft Auckland $45

20 Nikau Platter Kathy McKimmie Ashburton $120

21 “Hours” Glass Platter Linda Petrie Ashburton $60

22 Small Quilt Irene McPherson Whangarei $55

23 Intaglio Etching Souella Cumming Wellington $150

24 3 Pottery Pieces Joan-Mary Longcroft Auckland $80

25 Marlborough Picnic Basket Anne Backhouse Thames Valley $110

26 “Pohutukawas” Original 
Painting

Kathy McKimmie Ashburton $80

27 3 Bottles of Wine Lynette Grave Metropolitan Dunedin $80

Total funds raised $2465.

39. RAFFLE RESULTS
The Winner of the Weekend at Bay of Many Coves, 
donated by Nigel and Janine Gould, was Margaret Coe. 
$850 was raised.
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40. CENTENNIAL 2019
Past International President Val Sarah, Co-Chair of 
the Centennial Anniversary Committee and Member 
Centennial Anniversary Endowment Campaign 
Committee, presented on the aims of the Centennial 
Anniversary Committee, the Centennial History Project 
and its progress, the Events proposed to celebrate our 
100th Anniversary, and the Endowment Campaign.

Introduced: Area 5 Director Sue Prowse 
Thanked: Area 2 Director Janine Gould

41. FOUNDATION AMBASSADOR’S REPORT
Foundation Ambassador Lynette Grave presented her 
report.

MOVED THAT THE REPORT OF THE FOUNDATION 
AMBASSADOR BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Auckland    
Seconded: Timaru 
Carried

42. RWANDA EXPERIENCE
Nicola Mountain, Zonta Club of Oamaru, talked about 
her experiences in Rwanda on the Rwanda Women and 
Leadership Friendship Tour led by Professor Shirley 
Randell.

Introduced: Governor Janette  
Thanked: Area 5 Director Sue Prowse

Close of fourth business session 
Morning tea 
Fifth business session 10.40am

43. CREDENTIALS REPORT
Gwenda Pennington Credentials Chair presented the 
Credentials Report:

Elected District Officers - 8, Accredited Delegates - 30, 
Accredited Proxies - 0.

Total Voting Members this session - 38

MOVED THAT THE REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE BE ADOPTED.

Moved: Mangawhai    
Seconded: Hawke’s Bay 
Carried

44. CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE
International   1
District Officers and Board  10
Past District Governors  8
Delegates   33
Other Registrants   141
Guests    15
Total    208

MOVED THAT THE CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 
RECORD BE ACCEPTED

Moved: Mangawhai 
Seconded: Auckland 
Carried

45. ALTERATION TO GOVERNOR’S REPORT
Governor Janette sought the Leave of the Meeting to 
make a correction to her Governor’s Report that had been 
previously accepted. Leave was granted unanimously.  

MOVED THAT on Page 57 of the Conference Book, 
Governor’s Report the years 2012 -2014 be replaced by 
2014-2016 

Moved: Governor Janette Irvine    
Seconded: Rotorua 
Carried.

46. DISTRICT PROJECT UPDATE
District Project Coordinator Lyn Farry presented her 
report on the District Project 2014-2106 – Sophie Elliott 
Foundation. 

MOVED THAT THE DISTRICT PROJECT REPORT BE 
ACCEPTED

Moved: Mangawhai    
Seconded: North Shore 
Carried.

Lesley Elliott then spoke, thanking Zonta for its 
involvement and contribution to the Sophie Elliott 
Foundation. 

47. AWARDEES
Presentations were made by the three awardees present.
YWPA District 16 and ZI 2014 Awardee Danielle Newton 
Introduced: Elaine Delaney, President Whangarei Club 
Thanked: Area 1 Director Liz Holsted 

JMK 2014 District 16 & ZI Awardee Kate McCaw  
Introduced: Gail Pianta, President Auckland North Shore Club 
Thanked: Anne McMurtrie, District JMK Scholarship Chair 

YWPA District 16 2015 Awardee Gauri Prabhakar 
Introduced: Joan Thompson, Secretary Auckland Club 
Governor Janette presented Gauri Prabhakar with her 
District 16 YWPA Award certificate, before her presentation.
Thanked: Sue Poynter, District YWPA Chair

JMK District 16 2015 Awardee Katie Keir

A video by Katie Keir was played to the Conference. 
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48. CHALLENGES FOR THE FUTURE
Past International President Lynn McKenzie, Nikola Bass 
and Deb Bell each spoke about Zonta’s “Challenges for 
the Future”. 

They were then joined by Winnie Teoh, Danielle Newton, 
Kate McCaw and Gauri Prabhakar for a panel discussion. 

Two videos were played # Like a Girl – Do We Limit Girls 
and # Like a Girl – Rewrite the Rules.

Facilitator: Robyn Cowley 
Thanked:  Jenny Dowthwaite

49. CALL TO CONVENTION
Helen Carter District Service Chair extended an invitation 
to attend Convention in Nice, France in July 2016.

50. CALL TO CONFERENCE 
Lt. Governor Janet Hope extended an invitation to 
members to attend the District 16 Conference 2017 to be 
held 22-24th September 2017 in Christchurch.

Close of fifth business session 

51. CLOSE OF CONFERENCE
Governor Janette summarised the highlights of the 
Conference. She thanked the Conference Chair Pam 
McGrath and the Rotorua Committee Alison Struthers, 
Karen Clark, Jenny White and Desirae Kirby, and all 
the Rotorua Club members for their contribution; the 
other clubs who had taken on Conference roles: 
Hamilton-Waikato, Mana, Manawatu, Tauranga, Thames 
Valley, Wanganui, and Wellington; Winnie Teoh for 
her inspirational address; the Nominating Committee; 
Millennium Hotel especially Tracey Burton; and Sam from 
AVT. 

Governor Janette also thanked the Conference Sponsors 
again for their generous support: Principal Sponsors - 
Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust, Asteron Life, and KPMG, 
and Other Sponsors - Dudfield Bryce, Buried Village, Bay 
of Many Coves Resort, and Look After Me

Lt. Governor Janet Hope thanked Governor Janette for 
the huge amount of work that she had undertaken over 
the 2014-2016 Biennium and in organising the District 16 
Conference.

Governor Janette then declared the 13th Biennium 
Conference closed.  

52. RETIREMENT OF THE FLAGS
Governor Janette invited Lt. Governor Janet Hope to retire 
the flags.  

The Zonta Club of Rotorua led the singing of Pokarekare 
Ana as the Official Party retired.

Signed as a true and correct record
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Zonta International District 16  
Rules Of Procedure 
Dated 20th September 2015
Finance
1. DISTRICT DUES 
District per capita dues shall be paid in New Zealand 
dollars to the District Treasurer, who shall lodge the said 
dues in the District Accounts. The District dues shall be 
determined by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members 
present and voting at Conference. 

2. PAYMENT OF DUES 
The District Treasurer shall render an annual account 
to each Club for the payment of per capita district dues 
based on the annual membership as at 1 June. The 
account for payment by 1 July. For members admitted 
from 1 June through 30 November, clubs shall pay full 
year per capita dues to District, comprising the District fee; 
for members admitted from 1 December through 31 May, 
clubs shall pay one-half (1/2) the per capita dues to District, 
comprising one half of the District fee. 

3. FISCAL YEAR 
The District fiscal year will be 1 June to 31 May. 

4. DISTRICT INVESTMENTS 
Investment of District funds shall be made only in 
accordance with the provisions of the Trustee Act and with 
the approval of the District Board. 

5. CONTINGENCY FUND 
The District shall establish a reserve fund equal to one 
year’s operating expenses but not less than $30,000. This 
reserve is established to enable the District to continue 
to a minimum operation in the event of emergency 
circumstances. 

An amount of $30,000 shall be invested in accordance 
with the provisions of the Trustee Act to provide for any 
emergency within the District. Such funds to be distributed 
only after unanimous approval of the District Board. 

6. REIMBURSEMENT 
All reimbursement of District monies shall only be made 
on the presentation of receipts. All such expenses will be 
within the approved District budget. 

Expense vouchers shall be submitted to the Governor 
for approval before any re-imbursement by the District 
Treasurer.  Expense vouchers for the Governor shall be 
submitted to the Lieutenant Governor for approval before 
any re-imbursement by the District Treasurer.  Expense 
vouchers should be submitted as soon as possible after 
the expenses are incurred but not later than 60 days.

7. DISTRICT PUBLICATIONS 
District publications, such as promotional handouts and 
newsletter expenses, as determined by the District Board 
shall be paid by the district. 

8. CONVENTION EXPENSES 
When attending Conventions, installation banquet or 
similar event and the Governor’s dinner, economy travel, 
registration fees and shared accommodation for the 
Outgoing District Governor and Incoming District Governor 
shall be paid by the District. No other Board member will 
be reimbursed.  

9. DISTRICT INSURANCE 
District shall have public liability insurance as required and 
District insurances shall be reviewed each year. 

10. CHARTER DINNERS AND WORKSHOPS 
The District Governor, or representative, shall officiate at 
Charter Presentation Dinners, the expenses of which are 
the responsibility of the District.

The District Governor and the Lieutenant Governor will 
attend Area Forums. Their registration fee will be the 
responsibility of the Area Forum. 

11. OFFICIAL VISITS BY DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS 
When an official visit is made to a Club by a member of the 
District Board, the Club shall provide the cost of the meal 
and, if necessary, overnight accommodation. If a District 
Officer elects motel/hotel accommodation rather than 
private accommodation, then the District Officer will meet 
this cost. 

12. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The District Treasurer shall circulate financial statements to 
each District Board member prior to each Board meeting. 

13. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The District Treasurer shall send to all District 16 Clubs 
Annual Financial Statements. These statements to include 
the Statement of Financial Performance and Statement of 
Financial Position for the previous financial year, and the 
Biennium Budget which will be presented in two parts for 
ease of comparison with actuals. 
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District Board
14. DISTRICT EXPENSES 
Official running expenses for the District Board, the District 
Committee Chairmen and members of the Nominating 
committee shall be paid by the District in accordance with 
Rule 6. 

Expenses in excess of the budget shall be approved in 
advance by a majority vote of the District Board. 

15. BOARD MEETINGS 
Board meetings will be held post-Convention, pre-
Conference, post-Conference and pre-Convention as well 
as two further meetings and any additional meetings as 
determined by the District Governor. The mid-term Board 
meeting should be held at a venue chosen according to 
representation to conserve funds. At the post-Conference 
and pre-Convention Board meetings, the newly elected 
Board for the following Biennium is invited to attend. 

For mid-term Board meetings, all travel expenses will be 
paid and private accommodation will normally be provided 
for members of the District Board. 

16. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
District business will be conducted in accordance with the 
current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised.  
The rules contained in the parliamentary authority 
shall govern the District in cases in which they are not 
inconsistent with the Bylaws and Rules of Procedure of 
Zonta International and these District Rules of Procedure. 

17. DISTRICT RULES OF PROCEDURE 
The Rules of Procedure for District shall be reviewed by 
the District Board prior to the District Conference and shall 
be adopted or amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 
District Conference present and voting members.  Notice 
of such proposed Rules of Procedure or amendments 
shall be sent to the President of each Club within the 
District at least sixty (60) days before the Conference.  
Rules of Procedure may also be adopted or amended by 
a mail ballot. 

18. QUORUM FOR BOARD 
A majority of the elected members of the District Board 
shall constitute a quorum. 

19. VOTE FOR BOARD 
A majority vote shall be required for action, unless a 
greater vote is otherwise required. 

20. DISTRICT RECORDS 
The District Governor shall maintain a correspondence file 
and the District Treasurer shall maintain complete financial 
records to be transferred to the incoming Governor and 
Treasurer respectively. The outgoing District Treasurer 
will transfer copies of transactions to the incoming District 
Treasurer no later than forty-five (45) days after the term 

of office ends, and will arrange audit or review of the 
accounts as soon as possible. The District Secretary shall 
maintain an inventory of District property and prepare 
any material appropriate for the District archives and will 
transfer these to the incoming District Secretary.  Area 
Directors and District Chairmen shall maintain files to be 
transferred to their successors.  With the exception of the 
Treasurer’s records, all District records must be turned 
over to the successors no later than thirty (30) days after 
the term of office ends.

21. DISTRICT BOARD NAME BADGES 
Name badges for Board members shall be ordered at the 
end of each Conference. 

22. DISTRICT PINS 
The District Governor shall be given a District Governor’s 
pin in gold to wear during the term of office. A similar pin in 
gold shall be given to the Lieutenant Governor. Both pins 
will remain the property of the District. An appropriate pin 
will be purchased and presented to the outgoing District 
Governor. Area Directors shall be given their Area Director 
pins at the beginning of each Biennium. These pins to 
remain the property of District 16. The pins are to be given 
at an appropriate hand-over ceremony. 

23. PROFILE OF ZONTA 
Immediately following the Conference, pertinent 
information about the newly elected Board shall be 
advised to national organisations as deemed appropriate. 

Conference
24. CONFERENCE DELEGATES 
The voting members of the District Conference shall be 
the governor, lieutenant governor, area directors, treasurer, 
and the delegates of each club in good standing. 

Clubs.  Each club shall be entitled to one (1) delegate and 
one (1) alternate. If, as of the date specified by the district 
for the payment of district dues, the membership of any 
club exceeds thirty (30) members, the club shall be entitled 
to a second delegate and alternate. If the membership 
exceeds sixty (60) members, the club shall be entitled to 
a third delegate and alternate. Delegates and alternates 
shall be elected by the club they represent. A delegate 
may carry more than one of the total votes to which the 
club is entitled. A member of the District Board shall not 
be a club delegate or alternate. Clubs must confirm their 
standing when the club nominates its delegate/s and 
proxy/s.

Proxies.  A club may be represented by proxy at a district 
conference.  A club represented by proxy shall be entitled 
to its total vote by proxy.  No club may be represented by 
proxy at more than two (2) consecutive conferences.  A 
club may carry the proxy votes from no more than two 
other clubs.
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25. VOTE FOR CONFERENCE 
A majority of voting members registered at Conference 
shall constitute a quorum. 

26. RESPONSIBILITIES OF HOST CLUB/S FOR   
 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
The Host Club or Clubs for a Conference shall be held 
responsible for any deficit resulting from expenditure 
over and above that approved by the District Board, 
unless such deficit is the result of an “act of God” or of 
circumstances deemed justifiable by the District Board, 
when the deficit shall be borne by the District. 

27. BOARD ASSISTANCE FOR HOST CLUB/S FOR  
 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
There shall be an on-going refundable advance of $5,000 
paid to the district Conference Host Club(s) by the District 
Treasurer. Conference profit to be forwarded within 60 
calendar days of the close of the District Conference to 
the District Treasurer. A statement of accounts shall be 
submitted to the District Treasurer within 60 calendar days 
of the close of the District Conference.

28. BOARD CONFERENCE EXPENSES 
At District Conference, all travel expenses, registration 
fees and accommodation on a twin-share basis will be 
paid for by the District for the members of the District 
Board, the District Secretary and the Conference 
Parliamentarian appointed by the District Governor to 
attend the Conference. 

The District will pay for a suite for the District Governor at 
Conference which shall be for her sole use. 

29. SALES AT DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
Proceeds from the silent auction from the District 
Conference shall be given to the Zonta International 
Service Fund.

30. APPOINTMENT OF CLUB PROXY TO   
 CONVENTION OR CONFERENCE 
Any Club appointing a proxy for Convention or 
Conference shall pay directly to the proxy a minimum of 
half the basic registration fee to assist with the expenses 
incurred in attendance at Convention or Conference. 
This payment shall be a matter between the proxy and 
the club appointing the proxy, and shall in no way affect 
the payment given to the proxy by any other club. In 
return the proxy shall give an undertaking to participate 
in all business sessions, to provide a written report on 
return from Convention or Conference and to attend the 
Club in person if at all possible. The Club shall give their 
proxy guidelines on how they would wish their vote to be 
exercised at Convention or Conference. The proxy will be 
held by one delegate. 

31. DISTRICT CONFERENCE PROFIT 
Any net profit resulting after accounting for all expenditure 
incurred for a biennial District Conference shall be placed 
in a Special Reserve Fund (“the Reserve”) in the District 
Financial Accounts. Expenditure from the Reserve will 
be budgeted in the financial year in which it is to be 
expended. Expenditure from the Reserve will be restricted 
to any District 16 project adopted in accordance with Rule 
44 of the District 16 Rules of Procedure. 

District Governor
32. DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER 
The District Governor’s newsletter shall be sent to Past 
District Governors, each member of the District Board, and 
to members of the District via Club Presidents who shall 
ensure distribution. 

Area Directors
33. APPOINTMENT OF AREA DIRECTORS AND VICE  
 AREA DIRECTORS 
Area Directors will be elected at the District Conference.  
At District option, a Vice Area Director may be elected to 
assist an Area Director in the performance of Area duties 
by the delegates from Clubs in that Area, either at the 
District Conference, or at the Area Meeting immediately 
preceding the Convention. 

34. CLUB VISITS BY AREA DIRECTORS 
The Area Directors are required to make an official visit to 
every Club in their Area at least twice in the Biennium and 
hold one Area Meeting each year. Any additional visits by 
the Area Director to any Club will be at their discretion and 
expense. However, should extraordinary circumstances 
necessitate subsequent visits of an official nature, the Area 
Director should liaise with the District Governor and District 
Treasurer for authorisation to claim expenses. 

35. TRAINING SESSION FOR CLUB OFFICERS AND  
 COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
A training session for Club Officers (Presidents, Vice-
Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers), Committee 
Chairmen and other interested Zontians shall be arranged 
annually by Area Directors. 

36. ELECTION OF AREA DIRECTORS 
If a deadlock arises in the voting for an Area Director 
and/or Vice Area Director after two ballots, the relevant 
delegates shall be given the opportunity for further 
consultation and discussion with the candidates prior 
to the third ballot. If there is still a deadlock the District 
Governor and Governor-Elect shall consult together and 
make a casting vote. 
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Organisation and Extension 
37. ORGANISATION AND EXTENSION FUND
The District shall maintain an Organisation and Extension 
Fund for the express purpose of organisation, extension 
and consolidation of Clubs within the District. All Area 
Meetings or Workshop profits shall be paid into this Fund, 
and Clubs should be encouraged to contribute to the 
Fund. 

38. TO ENCOURAGE SPONSORING AND   
 MENTORING CLUBS 
On presentation of itemised accounts and receipts the 
District Treasurer will reimburse a nominal amount of $300 
to a Sponsoring, Organising, and Mentoring Committee 
approved by the District 16 Board for the purpose: 

• of supporting or resuscitating an existing club (whether 
by way or merger with another club, or otherwise); or 

• of setting up a new club.
The Committee will produce and submit to the District 
Governor for approval a plan including a budget for any 
expenditure additional to the initial $300. On presentation 
of itemised accounts and receipts, the District Treasurer 
will reimburse expenditure in accordance with the 
approved budget and also reasonable expenses of the 
Membership Committee District Chair. Any reimbursement 
beyond the approved budget will only be made for 
expenditure that has received prior approval from the 
District Governor, and in the case of a new Club is only 
payable if a new Club is formed.

General 

39. USE OF ZONTA NAME 
The District will not promote or be part of any business 
venture, the proceeds of which are not wholly allocated 
to Zonta, and which has not received the approval of the 
Board. Sponsorship of a Zonta article or action must have 
the approval of the Board. 

40. ZONTA TELEPHONE LISTINGS 
Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin shall 
maintain a permanent telephone number in the Telephone 
Directory under ‘Zonta International’, which will be paid for 
by the District. The number of entries for each Area shall 
be determined by the District Board, having regard for the 
location and the geographical size of the area. 

41. MAJOR CLUB EVENTS 
Individual Clubs must clear dates in writing with their Area 
Director before scheduling major Club events to avoid 
clashes. These dates should then be advised to the 
District Governor. 

42. YOUNG WOMEN IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS AWARD 
Interviews are mandatory at Club level for finalists of the 
Young Women in Public Affairs Award. As well as a written 
application , the submission may include a DVD/or other 
media such a You Tube as visual and spoken evidence of 
their experience and achievements in the area of public 
affairs, local or student government, volunteering and 
knowledge of Zonta. The Club will still interview applicants 
and the winner’s application will be forwarded to the 
District 16 selection committee with the DVD/You Tube 
reference. 

43. ZONTA ROSE DAY 
As March 8th is recognised by Zonta International as 
Zonta Rose Day, District 16 Zontians be encouraged to 
recognise this day each year by presenting a yellow rose 
with an appropriate message to prominent women in their 
community on that day. 

44. DISTRICT PROJECT 
District 16 shall adopt a District Project each biennium. 
District Board will select two proposals from those 
submitted and these will be voted on by the membership 
at District Conference, or by a mail ballot conducted in 
accordance with Rules of Procedure of Zonta International 
4b Mail Ballot. 

More than one District Project can be adopted in any 
biennium 

Each Biennium the District Treasurer will present a 
reconciliation of funds received from individuals and clubs 
in support of and for the use of any District Project and 
other project or funds that fall within the District Board 
supervision. 

45. GOVERNOR-ELECT 
The Governor-Elect may be authorized to make plans 
for the next biennium including appointing Secretary, 
Parliamentarian, and standing Committee Chairmen and 
meet with appropriate Board members and appointees to 
develop the District programme, goals and Conference 
plans. 

46. RESPONSIBILITIES FOR Z CLUB SPONSORING  
 CLUBS FOR DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
The sponsoring club shall pay 50% of the basic 
registration fee for one member of each Z club to attend 
the District Conference.
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Standing Rules Of  
District 16 Conference 2017
Credentials
1. At the first business meeting, the Credentials 

Committee shall report the number of voting members 
registered and the number of proxies registered. The 
Credentials Committee shall make a supplementary 
report at the beginning of each business session and 
at other times as requested by the Presiding Officer.

Timekeeping
2. Timekeepers shall be appointed to serve at each 

meeting. It shall be the timekeeper’s duty to indicate 
to each speaker a warning before the expiration of the 
time allowed.

Seating
3. Each session shall be called to order promptly at the 

time specified in the programme. Delegates shall be 
seated in the designated areas. All will be seated five 
(5) minutes before the starting time for the session.

4. Board members and special guests will sit in the 
reserved area at the front of the venue.

Voting
5. The voting body of the Conference shall be the 

elected District 16 Officers and the accredited 
delegates.

6. Only those officers and delegates verified by the 
Credentials Committee as voting members may 
make motions or vote. To exercise these privileges 
a voter must wear their identification, have their 
credentials card available and shall occupy a seat in 
the designated area.

7. Voting on motions is by show of cards, but a poll may 
be requested by any delegate.

8. A delegate permanently leaving the Conference shall 
report to the Credentials Committee and the transfer 
of voting privileges from a delegate to an alternate 
shall be made by registering the change with the 
Credentials Committee before the beginning of the 
session.

Speaking
9. A member wishing to address the Conference shall 

rise and proceed to the microphone, and when 
recognised by the Presiding Officer, state their name 
and the name of the Club to which they belong. Any 
member of a Club in good standing within the District 
may speak, but only voting members may propose and 
second motions or vote.

10. No member shall speak for longer than two minutes 
on any one motion, unless special permission is 
granted by the Conference. No member (other than 
the proposer) shall speak more than once on the 
same motion, unless at the discretion of the Presiding 
Officer. Each motion shall have a limit of 10 minutes for 
discussion, unless at the discretion of the Presiding 
Officer.

11. A delegate presenting a candidate from the floor for 
an elected office will be limited to presenting the name 
and Club of the candidate only.

Motions
12. When speaking to a motion, a member shall proceed 

to the relevant microphone. When speaking in favour 
of the pending motion, the ‘Pro’ microphone shall be 
used and when speaking against the pending motion, 
or to amend the pending motion, the ‘Con’ microphone 
will be used.  The proposer of an amendment may 
remain at the ‘Con’ microphone to speak to the 
amendment.

13. Pro and Con speakers will have the opportunity to 
speak alternately.

14. Voting members seated at the head table may use a 
microphone at that table, whether they wish to speak 
for or against the pending motion or to amend a 
motion.

15. All motions to be considered, including alterations and 
amendments, shall be put in writing and handed to the 
Secretary.

General
16. Any scheduled business not finished at the time of a 

recess or adjournment, shall be resumed at the next 
business meeting at the point where it was interrupted.

17. The Parliamentary Authority shall be the current edition 
of “Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised”. 

18. Any person seeking to distribute papers for 
information, petitions, etc, must have prior approval 
from the District Board.
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Important Information

Conference Chair and Committee
Wendy Almond from the Zonta Club of Christchurch South 
is the Conference Chair, Gabby Irvine, from Waimakariri, is 
the Conference Secretary.

Conference Hostess
Should you need directions or any practical information, 
please talk to one of the conference hostesses from the 
Zonta Club of Christchurch South, who will be wearing a 
distinctive yellow nametag on their lapel. 

Notice Board
Please check the notice board at Registration for any 
messages.

Identification
Please wear your conference name badges at all times.

Mobile phones
Please have your mobile phones switched off when in the 
conference room.  

Opening Ceremony
Please ensure you are in the Avon Rooms 1&2 at least 
15 minutes before the commencement of the Opening 
Ceremony at 3.00 pm. 

Registration/Credentials Desk
The Registration and Credentials Desk will be open from 
12 noon to 2.30 pm on Friday 22nd September, and 7.00 
am – 8.30 am on Saturday morning. 

Banner Bearers
Please take your banner with you to the foyer outside  
Avon Rooms  1&2  Rebecca Sewell and her team from 
the Zonta Club of Christchurch North will co-ordinate 
your entry.  Unfortunately we are unable to have anything 
hanging from the walls at the Sudima Hotel so once the 
banner parade is complete please take your banner with 
you to your seat.

Delegates and Alternates
Please register at the Credentials Desk after registering 
for Conference. Ensure that you register at Credentials 
at the commencement of each business session during 
Conference. The Credentials Desk will be open for ten (10) 
minutes prior to the commencement of each session.

Taste of Christchurch 
Lists will be on display in the Avon Room 1 & 2 foyer from 
12.00 midday on Friday 22nd September.  For those of 
you who have paid for the bus it will leave the Sudima 
Hotel at 6.30pm.

Saturday workshop allocations
Lists will be on display in the Avon Room 1&2 foyer.

Seating
There is plenty of seating in the venue. Seating will be 
reserved for Delegates, and for guests, and speakers near 
the front of the venue. There will be seating held at the 
back for late-comers. 

Microphones
There will be two microphones at the front of the venue 
for members to speak in respect of remits. In order to 
ensure that the programme runs efficiently and to save 
time, please move to the appropriate microphone in 
readiness to take your turn speaking.  

Contributing to Discussion
If you know that you are going to be addressing the 
Conference please ensure you are seated at the end of 
a row, near the front of the venue. Please adhere to the 
time constraints and strictly observe the timekeepers. If 
speakers go over the time allocated in the programme, 
the programme can quickly go over time. Please observe 
protocol by identifying yourself by your name and Club 
before speaking. The correct terminology for addressing 
the Presiding Officer is “Governor Janet…”

NB:  Please be warned that the microphone will be turned 
off if you go over the speaking time allocated to you.

Business Sessions and Workshops
Please ensure that you are seated five (5) minutes prior to 
the commencement of the business sessions and for the 
workshop you have chosen. 

Meals
Morning and afternoon teas, and lunch on Saturday are all 
part of your registration package.
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Partner Programme
Details for the different activities should have been 
received prior to conference. If not, please advise 
someone at the registration desk.

Conference Dinner
The gala dinner is being held at the iconic Transitional 
Cathedral. If you have booked the bus, it will leave from 
the Sudima at 6.15pm.  The bus will depart the Transitional 
Cathedral to return to the Sudima  - time to be advised

Zonta International Foundation and District 16 
Charitable Trust
A table will be placed at the entrance to Avon 1 & 2 foyer 
where participants can make enquiries and personal 
donations to the Zonta International Foundation. Your 
support is encouraged and gratefully accepted.

Silent Auction
The Silent Auction will be open from Friday 12 noon until 
2.30 pm and during breaks. Please use the networking 
breaks, and the time prior to sessions commencing at 
the beginning of each day to visit the Silent Auction to 
place your bids. The results of the Silent Auction will be 
announced before morning tea on the Sunday.  This will 
enable successful bidders to collect their items during 
morning tea.

Conference Marketplace
Marketplace will be open from Friday 12 noon until 2.30 
pm (i.e. during Conference Registration), before the start of 
each business day, and during every networking break. 

Luggage storage
For those checking out of accommodation on Sunday 
morning, a secure luggage storage facility has been 
arranged in the Sudima. Please bring your luggage with 
you and see hostesses on duty who will assist you to store 
this securely.

Queries
Please direct any queries to Wendy Almond our 
Conference Chair or  Marilou Crequer who will be in and 
around the Conference venue.

Mobile Phone number:  Wendy 021 172 5889 ,  
             Marilou 021 259 9085
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General Information & 
Emergency Services
Conference Venue: Sudima Hotel, Cnr Memorial Ave & Orchard Road, Christchurch Ph (03) 358 3139

Airport Information: Located 6 minutes’ walk from the International or Domestic terminal

Shuttle: The hotel offers complimentary on demand shuttle transfers to and from the airport 

To request your transfer simply call the hotel from the Freephone [Dial 27] located at the  
Accommodation Directory Board which is adjacent to the Visitor Information Desk [I-Site 
Outside the International Arrivals Lounge.

Once you have made contact with the hotel please make your way past the Vodafone 
counter to the far end of the building, exit the doorway marked Tour Coaches and 
Courtesy Pickup, turn right and wait by the 9 (nine) airline flag posts for the Sudima 
courtesy pick up Van

Taxis: Blue Star Taxis Ph: 03 379 9799 
Corporate Cabs Ph: 03 379 5888 
First Direct Taxis Ph: 03 377 5555 or 0800 50 55 55 
Gold Band Taxis  Ph: 03 379 5795 
Green Cabs Ph: 0508 447 336

Medical Centre: 24 Hour Surgery   
www.24hoursurgery.co.nz

401 Madras Street 
Entrance on the left just before Bealey Avenue 
Phone: 03 365 7777

Christchurch Hospital: Riccarton Ave   
Ph:  03 364 0640 
All hours for emergencies

Dentist: Sudima Hotel will assist with locating the nearest on duty dentist

Pharmacy: Unichem Pharmacy 
Spitfire Square, Memorial Avenue Christchurch 
Adjacent to the Sudima Hotel phone 358-6266 
Hours Fri - Sat 9am - 6 pm, Sun 10am - 5pm

Christchurch Visitor Info: Christchurch i-SITE Visitor Information Centre, 
Arts Centre, 28 Worcester Boulevard, Christchurch 
Ph: 03 379 9629 or Freephone: 0800 423 783 
Open: 8.30am till 5.00pm

Police: 62-74 St Asaph St, Ph 03 363 7400

Supermarket: There is a supermarket adjacent to the Sudima Hotel in Spitfire Square
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10. An amendment can be proposed by a   
 delegate or elected District Officer and needs  
 to be seconded in the same way as a remit. Once  
 an amendment has been proposed, there is   
 no further discussion on the original motion until  
 the amendment has been discussed and voted on.  
 The proposer of an amendment does not have a  
 final right of reply. An amendment cannot be   
 negative to the original remit.

11. It is not permissible to move an amendment to an  
 amendment, until after the initial amendment has  
 been discussed and voted on. It is then permissible  
 to propose a second amendment to the remit.

12. If the amendment is adopted, discussion may  
 continue on the amended remit. If it is not adopted,  
 discussion may continue on the original remit.

13. Once discussion is complete the proposer has a  
 right of reply as last speaker. No further discussion  
 can take place after this and the motion is put to the  
 vote.

14. Voting is by a show of cards.  A poll can be   
 requested by any delegate.

Process for Remits -  
Guidelines for Delegates
14th Biennial District 16 Conference -  
22nd - 24th September 2017

1. The motion (remit) is proposed by a delegate, or  
 elected District Officer, who says “Governor Janet, I  
 move remit number […] standing in the name   
 of the Zonta Club of [….], or the District 16 Board.   
 Please state your name and Club or your name and  
 District Board position, as applicable.

2. The Presiding Officer then calls for a seconder, who  
 must also be a delegate, or an elected District  
 Officer. The seconder says, “Governor Janet, I  
 second the motion”.  Please state your name and  
 Club or your name and District Board position.

3. The Presiding Officer then states the question on  
 the motion, placing the motion before the assembly  
 and allowing debate to begin.

4. The proposer can then speak to the motion, and  
 also has a right of reply at the end.

5. The seconder may also speak in support of the  
 motion, or reserve the right to speak later. The  
 seconder does not have to speak at all.

6. No discussion can take place on a remit until   
 it has been moved, seconded, and placed before  
 the assembly by the Presiding Officer. No person  
 can speak more than once (other than the   
 proposer), and not for longer than two (2) minutes  
 (unless granted permission by the Conference).

7. If there is no seconder, the remit lapses and the  
 next remit is moved.

8. The proposer may, with the leave of the   
 Conference, make an alteration to the remit. If  
 an alteration is required, the proposer says,   
 “Governor Janet, I ask leave to alter the remit   
 by…..” The Presiding Officer then asks the seconder  
 if they agree, and asks the Conference for leave  
 to alter the remit.

9. Amendments to a remit may not be moved by the  
 proposer or seconder.
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Remits From The Zonta International  
District 16 Board

The following remits (1 – 5) cover the Zonta International 
District 16 Rules of Procedure (Dated 20 September 
2015).  The intent is to keep wording up-to-date with 
changes to the Bylaws and Rules of Procedure of Zonta 
International, and/or to reflect current District 16 processes.  
Deletions are crossed out, and amendments/additions 
are shown underlined.  Please note as per District 16 Rule 
of Procedure 17, changes to District Rules of Procedure 
require a two-thirds (2/3) vote.

Remit 1
Move that the following changes be made to District 16 
Rule of Procedure 10 to reflect current Zonta International 
terminology:   

10. CHARTER DINNERS AND WORKSHOPS  CHARTER DINNERS AND AREA MEETINGS

Present wording Proposed wording

The District Governor, or representative, shall officiate 
at Charter Presentation Dinners, the expenses of which 
are the responsibility of the District. 

The District Governor and the Lieutenant Governor will 
attend Area Forums.  Their registration fee will be the 
responsibility of the Area Forum.

The District Governor, or representative, shall officiate 
at Charter Presentation Dinners, the expenses of which 
are the responsibility of the District. 

The District Governor and the Lieutenant Governor will 
attend Area Meetings.  Their registration fee will be the 
responsibility of the Area Meeting.

Rationale:  Wording changed from Area Forum/s to 
Area Meeting/s to reflect current Zonta International 
terminology.

Proposed by:District 16 Board

Remits - District 16 Conference -  
22nd - 24th September 2017
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Remit 2
Move that the following changes be made to District 16 
Rules of Procedure 11, 14, & 21 to include reference to Vice 
Area Directors:   

11. OFFICIAL VISITS BY DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS 

Present wording Proposed wording

When an official visit is made to a Club by a member of 
the District Board, the Club shall provide the cost of the 
meal and, if necessary, overnight accommodation.  If a 
District Officer elects motel/hotel accommodation rather 
than private accommodation, then the District Officer 
will meet this cost.

When an official visit is made to a Club by a member 
of the District Board, the Club shall provide the cost of 
the meal and, if necessary, overnight accommodation.  
If a District Officer elects motel/hotel accommodation 
rather than private accommodation, then the District 
Officer will meet this cost.  These protocols will also 
apply where a Vice Area Director is attending in lieu of 
a District Board member.

14. DISTRICT EXPENSES  

Present wording Proposed wording

Official running expenses for the District Board, the 
District Committee Chairmen and members of the 
Nominating committee shall be paid by the District in 
accordance with Rule 6.  

Expenses in excess of the budget shall be approved in 
advance by a majority vote of the District Board.

Official running expenses for the District Board, the 
District Committee Chairmen, Vice Area Directors and 
members of the Nominating committee shall be paid by 
the District in accordance with Rule 6.  

Expenses in excess of the budget shall be approved in 
advance by a majority vote of the District Board.

21. DISTRICT BOARD NAME BADGES 

Present wording Proposed wording

Name badges for Board members shall be ordered at 
the end of each Conference.

Name badges for Board members and Vice Area 
Directors shall be ordered at the end of each 
Conference.  

Rationale: In 2016, a motion via mail ballot was passed 
to establish the elected office of Vice Area Director for 
each of the Areas in District 16.  These wording changes 
update the relevant District 16 Rules of Procedure to 
reflect this change and seek to clarify where rules 
relating to expenses, responsibilities, etc., apply to Vice 
Area Directors.  Note:  District 16 Rules of Procedure 33 
(Appointment of Area Directors and Vice Area Directors) 
and 36 (Election of Area Directors) were updated at the 
2015 District 16 Conference to allow for the option of Vice 
Area Directors.   

Proposed by:District 16 Board
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Remit 3
Move that District 16 Rule of Procedure 40 (Zonta 
Telephone Listings) be removed: 

40. ZONTA TELEPHONE LISTINGS 

Present wording Proposed wording

Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin 
shall maintain a permanent telephone number in the 
Telephone Directory under ‘Zonta International’, which 
will be paid for by the District.  The number of entries 
for each Area shall be determined by the District Board, 
having regard for the location and the geographical 
size of the area.  

Rationale: For several years now only one of the above 
listings has been maintained – Dunedin.  During this time 
the number has received very few calls.  The main form 
of contact to Zonta is via the District website, Facebook 
and individual Club email addresses.  The District 16 Board 
believes that maintaining a District telephone listing is no 
longer relevant and is therefore proposing to remove Rule 
of Procedure 40.  This does not preclude individual Clubs 
maintaining their own listing if they wish to do so.

Proposed by: District 16 Board

 

Remit 4
Move that the following new Rule of Procedure (Use Of 
Zonta Flag At Funerals) be added to the District 16 Rules of 
Procedure: 

X. USE OF ZONTA FLAG AT FUNERALS 

Present wording Proposed wording

The Zonta International flag will be offered to the 
families of Past District 16 Governors for use at funeral 
or memorial services.  Contact is to be made by the 
current Governor or Lieutenant Governor. 

Rationale: The District 16 Board wishes to formalise 
the current practice of offering the use of the Zonta 
International flag at funeral or memorial services for 
Past District 16 Governors.  While the offer is not always 
taken up, it has been deeply appreciated and is a way 
of recognising the individual’s service to our District.  A 
number of Zonta Districts around the world have formal 
protocols in place in relation to recognising the passing of 
a former Governor.

Note: This proposed new Rule of Procedure (ROP) would 
become number 40, if the current ROP 40 (Telephone 
Listings) is removed.  Should the current ROP 40 remain, 
this new Rule of Procedure would then become ROP 47.  

Proposed by: District 16 Board



Zonta International Conference 2017

52

Remit 5
Move that District 16 Rule of Procedure 29 (Sales At District 
Conference) be changed to read as follows: 

29. SALES AT DISTRICT CONFERENCE  

Present wording Proposed wording

Proceeds from the silent auction from the District 
Conference shall be given to the Zonta International 
Service Fund.

Proceeds from the silent auction at the District 
Conference shall be given to the Zonta International 
Foundation – International Service Fund.

Proceeds from the raffle at the District Conference shall 
be given to a District 16 Project or one or more Zonta 
International Foundation Funds. This determination is 
to be made prior to Conference by the Club organising 
the raffle.

Rationale: Proceeds from the silent auction at District 
Conference are directed to the International Service Fund.  
Proceeds from the sales tables at District Conference 
are retained by the relevant Clubs.  No formal direction 
is in place in relation to the raffle proceeds from District 
Conference.  Traditionally, the District Board has asked the 
Club organising the raffle where they would like proceeds 
to be directed, either at a District or International level.  
This request usually takes place after Conference.    

The Board would like this decision made prior to 
Conference, so that the beneficiary/beneficiaries of the 
raffle proceeds can be displayed at the point of sale.  
The raffle organising Club may choose from a pool of 
options made up of current District 16 Project/s or Zonta 
International Foundation Funds (i.e. Amelia Earhart 
Fellowship Fund, Jane M. Klausman Women in Business 
Scholarship Fund, Young Women in Public Affairs Award 
Fund, International Service Fund, ZISVAW Fund, Rose 
Fund, Zonta International Foundation Endowment Fund, 
and Amelia Earhart Endowment Fund).

Proposed by: District 16 Board
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The following remits have been received from Zonta 
International District 16 Clubs.  Where relevant, deletions 
are crossed out, and amendments/additions are shown 
underlined.  Please note:  Remits 6, 8, 9, and 10 require a 
majority vote.  Remit 7 requires a two-thirds (2/3) vote as it 
proposes a change to the District 16 Rules of Procedure.

Remit 6 - Zonta Club of Manawatu
Motion:  That District 16 endorse the pilot project for a 
Young Professional Membership Category for those under 
the age of 30 as at 1 June, currently being offered in the 
2016-2018 biennium by Zonta International as part of the 
Global Membership Drive.

Rationale:  In District 16 we need more young professional 
members to grow the Zonta International organisation in 
our district.  After almost a century of advocacy and action 
to empower women and girls around the world, Zonta 
International has launched a global campaign to increase 
awareness of the organization’s vision and goals and 
attract more volunteers. 

Zonta International President Sonja Hönig Schough 
said “Zonta is fully committed to the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal No. 5:  Achieve gender 
equality and empower all women and girls.  By 2030, 
we want to see a world in which every woman and girl is 
able to achieve her full potential.  We want them to have 
greatly improved access to resources and to be equally 
represented in decision-making positions.  Above all, we 
want to see a world in which no woman or girl lives in fear 
of violence.”   

“New members are the lifeblood of any volunteer-driven 
organization. Through our Global Membership Drive over 
the next 12 months, Zonta clubs in 66 countries will reach 
out to like-minded women and men.  We want them to join 
us as advocates in combating inequality and violence, 
and to work alongside us as volunteers providing hands-
on service in their communities and raising funds for our 
international projects and education programs.”

This vision will be achieved by advocating membership 
recruitment strategies targeted towards a younger 
demographic, thereby increasing the membership of all 
clubs across District 16 and as such, increase the health 
and vibrancy of Zonta International generally.

A District 16 resolution in support of the Young Professional 
Membership Category, approved at the International 
Convention in Nice, is the first step in supporting this pilot 
project.  

Proposed by: Zonta Club of Manawatu

Remits from the Zonta International 
District 16 Clubs
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Remit 7 - Zonta Club of Manawatu
Move that, providing the Young Professional Membership 
Category is retained following the 2018 Zonta International 
Convention, District 16 Rule of Procedure 2 (Payment of 
Dues) will be amended to include a dues discount for the 
Young Professional Membership Category: 

2. PAYMENT OF DUES  

Present wording Proposed wording

The District Treasurer shall render an annual account 
to each Club for the payment of per capita district dues 
based on the annual membership as at 1 June. The 
account for payment by 1 July. For members admitted 
from 1 June through 30 November, clubs shall pay full 
year per capita dues to District, comprising the District 
fee; for members admitted from 1 December through 31 
May, clubs shall pay one-half (1/2) the per capita dues to 
District, comprising one half of the District fee. 

The District Treasurer shall render an annual account 
to each Club for the payment of per capita district dues 
based on the annual membership as at 1 June. The 
account for payment by 1 July. For members admitted 
from 1 June through 30 November, clubs shall pay full 
year per capita dues to District, comprising the District 
fee; for members admitted from 1 December through 31 
May, clubs shall pay one-half (1/2) the per capita dues to 
District, comprising one half of the District fee. 

For members meeting the criteria for the Young 
Professional Membership Category, as determined by 
Zonta International, a discount of fifty percent (50%) of 
the relevant District per capita dues will apply.

Rationale:   A new membership category was established 
by vote at the Zonta International Convention in Nice 
in 2016. This category is known as Young Professional 
Membership Category which is being offered as a pilot 
project for 2016-2018, at which time it will be reviewed.

International dues for Young Professional Membership 
Category have been set at 50% of the full rate effective 1 
June 2017, for all members under the age of 30 as at that 
date. 

District 16 should mirror this with a proportionate reduction 
in District 16 dues, thereby reducing the barriers to 
membership for this targeted group as we strive to grow 
membership in accordance with Zonta International’s 
Global Membership Drive.  

Accordingly, this remit proposes that should Zonta 
International agree to continue with the Young 
Professional Membership category from 1 June 2018, 
District dues will be discounted by fifty percent for new 
or existing members meeting the Young Professional 
Membership criteria.    

Any increase in the number of Young Professionals joining 
Zonta will be a benefit to all Clubs across District 16, as this 
group is currently significantly under-represented in the 
Club membership.

Another reason that District 16 should support this initiative 
is that other service clubs with whom we compete for 
members have incentives to entice young professionals 
and tertiary students into their ranks. 

For Example: Rotary - New Generations Service Exchange 
is a short-term, customizable program for university 
students and young professionals up to age 30. 

Participants can design exchanges that combine their 
professional goals with a humanitarian project.

With the host Rotary district, participants are able to plan 
activities that can include networking, relationship building, 
humanitarian service, professional development, and 
leadership training. 

Exchanges:

• Last from a few weeks to six months
• Can be arranged for individuals or groups 
• Need not be reciprocal
Costs vary by Rotary club or district. To reduce expenses, 
Rotary members often provide homestay options, arrange 
no-cost internship or job-shadowing programs, and offer 
other financial assistance. 

Proposed by: Zonta Club of Manawatu
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Remit 8 - Zonta Club of Wellington
Move that the following remits be submitted to the Zonta 
International Bylaws and Resolutions Committee for 
consideration at the Yokohama Convention in 2018:  

Remit 1

That Bylaw, Article XI Zonta International Nominating 
Committee, SECTION 5.  Duties, (b), concerning 
Nominations from the Floor, be amended by removing 
references to nominations from the floor.

 

Present wording Proposed wording

The Zonta International Nominating Committee shall:

Report at the convention.  Additional 
nominationsmay be made from the floor, provided 
the nominee is qualified and has consented to 
serve if elected.

The Zonta International Nominating Committee shall:

Report at the convention.  

Rationale:  This remit seeks to remove the right to 
receive nominations from the floor for the following Zonta 
International roles: Officers and Directors and International 
Nominating Committee members.  It is important that the 
Nominating Committee assesses all nominees for these 
roles fairly, and equally using the same criteria.

Nominations from the floor are not required because:

• Suitable qualified candidates are obtained without 
the need for these nominations.  The nomination 
process provides sufficient time for nominations to be 
received (at least six months) and permits the elected 
International Nominating Committee to seek additional 
candidates without the need for nominations from the 
floor; and  

• Receiving nominations from the floor is not equitable 
or fair, as the Bylaws do not require them to be subject 
to the same level of assessment by the International 
Nominating Committee as those who have submitted 
their nomination earlier. 

• Nominations from the floor, only need to be “qualified” 
in terms of Officers and Directors, Article VI, Section 
1 (a) and Section 2 (a), and for the International 
Nominating Committee, Article XI Section 2.  
Qualifications relate to holding specific Zonta office 
and do not include any assessment of how well they 
performed in that office, nor whether they meet the 
competencies and personal attributes for the Zonta 
International roles they are seeking nomination. 
For example, to be a Zonta International Director, 
nominees “shall be a classified member of a Zonta 
club, and shall have served at least one year as a 
Governor, Lt Governor, District Treasurer or Area 
Director” Article VI, Section 2 (a). 

In recent conventions, there have been few nominations 
from the floor.  These nominations may come from those 
whose nominations have been assessed and declined 
by the International Nominating Committee; or from those 
whose circumstance has changed since the closing date 
for nominations; or from those who chose not to submit 
their nomination by the earlier closing date.

(b) (b)
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Remit 2 (For presentation if Remit 1 is not passed).

That Bylaw, Article XI Zonta International Nominating 
Committee, SECTION 5.  Duties, (b), concerning 
Nominations from the Floor, be amended.  Note:  
Amendment underlined

 

Present wording Proposed wording

The Zonta International Nominating Committee shall:

Report at the convention.  Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor, provided the nominee 
is qualified and has consented to serve if elected.

The Zonta International Nominating Committee shall:

Report at the convention.  Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor, provided the nominee 
is qualified, has the necessary competencies 
and personal attributes to perform the role, is 
recommended by the Nominating Committee, and 
has consented to serve if elected.

Rationale:  This remit seeks to specify the assessment 
criteria to be applied for nominations from the floor for the 
following Zonta International roles: Officers and Directors 
and International Nominating Committee members.  It is 
important that the Nominating Committee assesses all 
nominees for these roles fairly, and equally using the same 
criteria.

Nominations from the floor, only need to be “qualified” 
in terms of Officers and Directors, Article VI, Section 1 (a) 
and Section 2 (a), and for the International Nominating 
Committee, Article XI Section 2.  Qualifications relate 
to holding specific Zonta office and do not include any 
assessment of how well they performed in that office, 
nor whether they meet the competencies and personal 
attributes for the Zonta International roles they are seeking 
nomination. For example, to be a Zonta International 
Director, nominees “shall be a classified member of a 
Zonta club, and shall have served at least one year as a 
Governor, Lt Governor, District Treasurer or Area Director” 
Article VI, Section 2 (a). 

In recent conventions, there have been few nominations 
from the floor.  These nominations may come from those 
whose nominations have been assessed and declined 
by the International Nominating Committee; or from those 
whose circumstance has changed since the closing date 
for nominations; or from those who chose not to submit 
their nomination by the earlier closing date.  

Proposed by: Zonta Club of Wellington

(b) (b)
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Remit 9 - Zonta Club of Auckland North Shore
Move that the following remit be submitted to the Zonta 
International Bylaws and Resolutions Committee for 
consideration at the Yokohama Convention in 2018:  

“That the following changes to the Zonta International 
Bylaws be made to allow for the option of on-line voting 
for Resolutions and Bylaw changes, normally conducted at 
Zonta International Conventions or District Conferences.”

Article X, Convention, Section 5, Quorum

Present wording Proposed wording

A majority of the voting members and proxies 
registered at Convention shall constitute a quorum.

A majority of the voting members and proxies 
registered at Convention shall constitute a quorum.

For on-line voting, a majority of the voting members 
registered shall constitute a quorum.

Article XIII, Districts, Section 11 (a)(4)(a), Clubs:

Present wording Proposed wording

Each club shall be entitled to one delegate and one 
alternate. If, as of the date specified by the District for 
the payment of District dues (Article XIII, Section 5), 
the membership of any club exceeds 30 members, 
the club shall be entitled to a second delegate and 
alternate. If the membership exceeds 60 members, the 
club shall be entitled to a third delegate and alternate. 
Delegates and alternates shall be elected by the club 
they represent. A delegate may carry more than one of 
the total votes to which the club is entitled. A member 
of the District board shall not be a club delegate or 
alternate.

If a vote is needed at an International Convention or 
District Conference, each club shall be entitled to one 
delegate and one alternate. If, as of the date specified 
by the District for the payment of District dues (Article 
XIII, Section 5), the membership of any club exceeds 
30 members, the club shall be entitled to a second 
delegate and alternate. If the membership exceeds 60 
members, the club shall be entitled to a third delegate 
and alternate. Delegates and alternates shall be 
elected by the club they represent. A delegate may 
carry more than one of the total votes to which the club 
is entitled. A member of the District board shall not be a 
club delegate or alternate.

Article XIII, Districts, Section 11 (a) 5, Quorum:

Present wording Proposed wording

A majority of voting members registered at Conference 
shall constitute a quorum. 

A majority of the voting members registered at 
Conference shall constitute a quorum.

For on-line voting, a majority of the voting members 
registered shall constitute a quorum.
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Article XIX, Amendment to Bylaws, Section 1 Amendment:

Present wording Proposed wording

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of 
the Convention voting members and proxies present 
and voting at any Convention of Zonta International, 
provided that:

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of 
the Convention voting members and proxies present 
and voting at any convention of Zonta International, or 
by on-line voting, to begin no later than 60 days before, 
and end no later than 30 days before, the first day of 
Convention, provided that:

Article XVII, Resolutions, Section 8 Voting:

Present wording Proposed wording

None; new section All voting and discussion will, in the first instance, be 
held on-line prior to the International Convention or 
District Conference, at a secure on-line location, as 
detailed in the relevant sections of these Bylaws.  
A vote will be held in person at the International 
Convention or a District Conference, if a request for this 
has been submitted by 3 members.

Rationale: This proposal is to have voting and discussion 
done on-line before a District Conference or International 
Convention.  This would allow more time for careful 
consideration of ideas presented both in favour and 
against proposed Bylaw amendments. Many worthwhile 
ideas are presented verbally at Conventions and 
Conferences, but they get minimal consideration, because 
of time limitations.

The main purpose of the Zonta International Convention, 
according to our Bylaws is “to present an informative, 
motivational and educational program”.  The majority of 
Convention attendees are delegates, but delegates now 
spend most of their Convention time voting, so they miss 
most of the Convention program. On-line voting would 
also allow more time for interaction with Zontians at 
International Conventions and District Conferences.  This 
would strengthen the bonds between members and so 
strengthen Zonta.

With on-line voting and discussion, each club can have 
a direct say in the running of the organisation.  A proxy 
would only be needed if a motion must be heard at the 
International Convention or District Conference. 

On-line voting is commonly done by all major corporations, 
for their Board elections.  This is not a radical, new 
idea.  It would be done at a secure on-line location, 
at the discretion of Zonta’s IT people, like ProxyVote.
com or possibly the Zonta International web site “Zonta 
Communities” part, where members must log on.

These proposals do not restrict voting to on-line only, 
but would allow most Zonta business to be conducted 
in the most efficient manner.  A request for a vote to be 
held in person at the International Convention or a District 
Conference must be submitted by 3 members.

As in the past, the voting results would be announced at 
the International Convention or District Conference.

Proposed by: Zonta Club of Auckland North Shore
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Remit 10 revised - Zonta Club of Auckland North 
Shore
Move that the following remit be submitted to the Zonta 
International Bylaws and Resolutions Committee for 
consideration at the Yokohama Convention in 2018:  

“That the following changes to the Zonta International 
Bylaws be made to allow for the option of on-line voting 
in elections, normally conducted at Zonta International 
Conventions or District Conferences.”

Article X, Convention, Section 5, Quorum

Present wording Proposed wording

A majority of the voting members and proxies 
registered at Convention shall constitute a quorum.

A majority of the voting members and proxies 
registered at Convention shall constitute a quorum.

For on-line voting, a majority of the voting members 
registered shall constitute a quorum.

Article X, Convention, Section 6, Election

Present wording Proposed wording

Election of Zonta International officers, directors 
and members of the Zonta International Nominating 
Committee shall take place no later than the day 
before the last day of Convention. Election shall be 
by ballot vote.

A majority vote shall be necessary for election of 
officers. In the event that no candidate receives a 
majority of the votes cast, the balloting for the office 
shall continue. Only the two candidates receiving 
the largest number of votes shall remain on the 
second ballot.

Election of Zonta International officers, directors 
and members of the Zonta International Nominating 
Committee shall take place by on-line voting, to 
begin no later than 60 days before, and end no later 
than 30 days before, the first day of Convention, 
subject to the need for a second ballot, below.  A 
vote will be held in person at the International 
Convention if a request for this has been submitted 
by 3 members.

A majority vote shall be necessary for election of 
officers. In the event that no candidate receives 
a majority of the votes cast by 30 days before 
Convention, the balloting for the office shall 
continue up to 1 week before Convention. Only the 
two candidates receiving the largest number of 
votes shall remain on the second ballot.  

(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)
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Article XIII, Districts, Section 6 (b), Election

Present wording Proposed wording

Officers, with the exception of the secretary, shall 
be elected at the District Conference immediately 
preceding the Convention. Election shall be by ballot 
vote of voting members present and voting. Area 
directors and/or vice area directors shall be elected 
by the delegates from the clubs in that area, either 
at the District Conference, or, at the option of the 
District, at the area meeting immediately preceding 
the Convention. Elections at area meetings shall be in 
accordance with the procedures in Article XIII, Section 
11 (a)(4)(a).

Officers, with the exception of the secretary, shall be 
elected on-line prior to, or at the District Conference 
immediately preceding the Convention. Election shall 
be by ballot vote of voting members present and 
voting. Area directors and/or vice area directors shall 
be elected by the delegates from the clubs in that area, 
either on-line prior to or at the District Conference, 
or, at the option of the District, at the area meeting 
immediately preceding the Convention. Elections 
at area meetings shall be in accordance with the 
procedures in Article XIII, Section 11 (a)(4)(a).   A vote will 
be held in person at the District Conference, if a request 
for this has been submitted by 3 members.

Article XIII, Districts, Section 11 (a)(4)(a), Clubs:

Present wording Proposed wording

Each club shall be entitled to one delegate and one 
alternate. If, as of the date specified by the District for 
the payment of District dues (Article XIII, Section 5), the 
membership of any club exceeds 30 members, the club 
shall be entitled to a second delegate and alternate. If 
the membership exceeds 60 members, the club shall be 
entitled to a third delegate and alternate. Delegates and 
alternates shall be elected by the club they represent. A 
delegate may carry more than one of the total votes to 
which the club is entitled. A member of the District board 
shall not be a club delegate or alternate.

If a vote is needed at an International Convention or 
District Conference, each club shall be entitled to one 
delegate and one alternate. If, as of the date specified 
by the District for the payment of District dues (Article 
XIII, Section 5), the membership of any club exceeds 
30 members, the club shall be entitled to a second 
delegate and alternate. If the membership exceeds 60 
members, the club shall be entitled to a third delegate 
and alternate. Delegates and alternates shall be 
elected by the club they represent. A delegate may 
carry more than one of the total votes to which the club 
is entitled. A member of the District board shall not be a 
club delegate or alternate.

Article XIII, Districts, Section 11 (a) 5, Quorum:

Present wording Proposed wording

A majority of voting members registered at Conference 
shall constitute a quorum. 

A majority of the voting members registered at 
Conference shall constitute a quorum.

For on-line voting, a majority of the voting members 
registered shall constitute a quorum.
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Article XIII, Districts, Section 14, Election:

Present wording Proposed wording

Election shall be by ballot vote, and a majority vote of 
the Conference voting members and proxies shall elect 
District officers. In the event that no candidate receives 
a majority of the votes cast for any office, only the two 
candidates receiving the largest number of votes shall 
remain on the second ballot. The District Nominating 
Committee shall be elected by plurality vote.

Election shall be by ballot vote, and a majority vote of 
the Conference voting members and proxies shall elect 
District officers by on-line voting, to begin no later than 
60 days before, and end no later than 30 days before, 
the first day of Conference, subject to the need for a 
second ballot, as follows. In the event that no candidate 
receives a majority of the votes cast for any office, by 
30 days before Conference, the balloting for the office 
shall continue up to 1 week before Conference.  Only 
the two candidates receiving the largest number of 
votes shall remain on the second ballot. The District 
Nominating Committee shall be elected by plurality 
vote.  A vote will be held in person at the District 
Conference, if a request for this has been submitted by 
3 members.

Rationale:

This proposal is to have voting and discussion done 
on-line before a District Conference or International 
Convention.  This would allow more time for careful 
consideration of ideas presented both in favour and 
against proposed Bylaw amendments. Many worthwhile 
ideas are presented verbally at Conventions and 
Conferences, but they get minimal consideration, because 
of time limitations.

The main purpose of the Zonta International Convention, 
according to our Bylaws is “to present an informative, 
motivational and educational program”.  The majority of 
Convention attendees are delegates, but delegates now 
spend most of their Convention time voting, so they miss 
most of the Convention program. On-line voting would 
also allow more time for interaction with Zontians at 
International Conventions and District Conferences.  This 
would strengthen the bonds between members and so 
strengthen Zonta.

With on-line voting and discussion, each club can have 
a direct say in the running of the organisation.  A proxy 
would only be needed if a motion must be heard at the 
International Convention or District Conference. 

On-line voting is commonly done by all major corporations, 
for their Board elections.  This is not a radical, new 
idea.  It would be done at a secure on-line location, 
at the discretion of Zonta’s IT people, like ProxyVote.
com or possibly the Zonta International web site “Zonta 
Communities” part, where members must log on.

These proposals do not restrict voting to on-line only, 
but would allow most Zonta business to be conducted 
in the most efficient manner.  A request for a vote to be 
held in person at the International Convention or a District 
Conference must be submitted by 3 members.

As in the past, the voting results would be announced at 
the International Convention or District Conference.

Proposed by: Zonta Club of Auckland North Shore
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Governor’s Report

Janet Hope 
District Governor 2016 -2018

One of the privileges of being the District Governor is 
being able to see first-hand the activities of clubs across 
the country and the positive impact of those activities on 
local communities to empower women and girls. I have 
been able to attend special club events including IWD 
breakfasts, award evenings celebrating the achievements 
of women, presentations to our YWPA award and Jane 
M Klausman scholarship recipients and some significant 
club anniversaries – Thames Valley Club celebrating 25 
years and South Auckland Club celebrating 40 years. 
Now that we have passed the midpoint of the biennium it 
is an opportunity to reflect on our achievements and our 
progress against the goals we have set.

Zonta International District 16 Strategic Plan  
and Biennial Goals 2016 -2018 
At the beginning of the biennium the District 16 (D16) 
Board developed goals based on the Zonta International 
(ZI) Biennial Goals for 2016-2018 adopted at the 2016 
Convention.  The D16 Strategic Plan has five focus 
areas for the biennium: Service, Advocacy, Membership, 
Resources and planning for the Centennial Anniversary in 
2019. 

Service
District 16 continues to support ZI service projects through 
donations to the Zonta International Foundation, and 
through the District 16 Charitable Trust. As at 31st May 2017 
we are 54% towards achieving our fundraising goal of US 
$80,000 for the biennium. Information about the Zonta 
International Service Projects and the ZI Strategies to End 
Violence Against Women programmes is readily available 
on the ZI website. The District has maintained its proud 
record of 100% of Clubs donating to the Foundation.

Our District goal is for 100% of our local projects to be in 
line with our mission, focusing on empowering women 
and girls. Clubs have been encouraged to use the “District 
and Club Local Service Project Guide” when choosing 
their local projects and the online “Local Service and 
Advocacy Reporting Form for the UN SDGs” to report 
back progress. Both of these resources are available on 
the ZI website.

We will see some of the Club projects profiled when 
we present the District Cherry Raymond Award. There 
is an opportunity for clubs to submit their local service 
projects for the ZI Service Recognition Award which will be 
announced at the 2018 Convention in Yokohama, Japan.

Advocacy
At district level, we have an active Advocacy Committee 
who have prepared written submissions on three bills 
before Parliament: the Children, Young Persons, and 
Their Families (Oranga Tamariki) Legislation Bill; the 
Domestic Violence- Victims’ Protection Bill and the Family 
and Whanau Violence Legislation  Bill. The District was 
a signatory to the open letter from the Human Rights 
Commission to the NZ Rugby Union and to the open 
letter from National Council of Women (NCW) supporting 
Jan Logie’s Domestic Violence- Victims Protection Bill. 
We continue to work closely with NCW supporting 
submissions on CEDAW and local legislation.

In 2016 the District identified the 26th November as our 
national day of action for the ‘Zonta Says No to Violence 
Against Women’ campaign. All 28 clubs participated 
with a variety of activities including: panel discussions, 
participation in Christmas parades, knit bombing a local 
landmark, bike rides, street marches, orange dolls with 
anti-violence messaging strategically placed around the 
community, collaboration with the White Ribbon campaign 
and local landmarks being lit up in orange during the 
sixteen days of activism against violence. Clubs were 
encouraged to write letters to Members of Parliament 
acknowledging proposed changes to New Zealand’s 
family violence laws, and requesting the Government adds 
urgency to this initiative. A letter of response from the 
Minister of Justice, the Honourable Amy Adams, indicated 
that a number of clubs had taken up the opportunity to 
do this. In 2017 the District Board have identified the 25th 
November, White Awards
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Our 2016 District 16 Young Woman in Public Affairs (YWPA) 
award recipient was Loren Skudder-Hill from Rotorua. 
In 2017, we had 18 applications for the District 16 YWPA 
award. Our 2017 District 16 recipient, Emilly Fan, is also 
an International awardee. Emilly is a student at Takapuna 
Grammar School and will be speaking at Conference.  

The 2016 Jane M Klausman Women in business 
Scholarship awardee, Sarah-Michelle Washer is also an 
International awardee, and speaking at Conference. 

The 2016 Amelia Earhart Fellow, Maedah Amirpourmolla, 
was presented with her award in August 2016. She is 
studying at Auckland University. We did not receive any 
applications in 2017 but hope to have more promotion 
of the award at the universities for the next fellowship 
applications, due in November.

The Cherry Raymond Award for a service or advocacy 
project will be announced at Conference and all the club 
projects submitted will be highlighted. 

The winner of the Zonta New Zealand Woman of the 
Biennium award will be announced at the Saturday night 
dinner. Thank you to the clubs who submitted nominees, 
we have some amazing women doing great things in our 
communities. 

In July 2017 I was thrilled to be able to announce that The 
Right Honourable Helen Clark has accepted International 
Honorary Membership of Zonta. She joins a select group 
of 41 women worldwide who have been recognised 
for their contribution to empowering women globally 
including Dame Silvia Cartwright and Professor Marilyn 
Waring.

Resources
Technology is playing an increasing role in how we 
keep in contact locally and globally, allowing the District 
Board to Facetime in Parliamentarian Desirae to the 
first Board meeting of the biennium and allowing me to 
virtually attend the Christchurch North club’s 40th birthday 
celebrations via Skype when I was unable to travel. Skype 
also allowed me to meet our International Representative, 
Hsin-hsin, and attending regular GoTo or Zoom meetings 
with fellow Governors around the world has now become 
a normal activity for me.

A consistent message from International President Sonja 
is for clubs to “Post, Like and Share” their stories on the 
ZI website and we have already seen clubs sharing 
their ZSN activities, the Z Clubs featuring in the June 
International Z Club e-news and club service activities 
featuring in the ZI monthly e-news.

The ZI membership database upgrade now uses 
members’ email addresses for logging on and allows 
individual members to update their personal details. It also 
gives access for Club Presidents and Treasurers to view 
the club roster of members and more easily submit dues 
payments online. We have had some issues in 2017 with 
the last minute payment of International and District dues. 
With the International Convention being held in 2018 it 
is important that we get this right as it could negatively 
impact on a Clubs eligibility to have a vote at Convention. 
A reminder that any membership information sent to ZI 
also needs to be copied to the District membership@
zonta.org.nz  email address as this does not happen 
automatically. 

A range of manuals, policies, forms and other resources 
are constantly being updated on the ZI website. There are 
video resources providing updates on the ZI service and 
ZISVAW projects that can be downloaded and played at 
club meetings to keep members connected and informed.

We are working to ensure information on the District 
16 website remains current and does not duplicate 
information on the ZI website. This biennium the 
responsibility for the District Facebook page has been 
with the Publicity Chair. Clubs are encouraged to email 
through any media articles, invitations to upcoming events 
and photos of Zonta in action in our local communities. 
We use the Mailchimp platform to send an electronic 
District newsletter which is sent to the generic club 
email addresses, so it can, in turn, be sent to individual 
members. 
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Centennial Anniversary
It was with huge excitement we learned that a funding 
application to the Lotteries Environment and Heritage 
Fund, lodged by Centennial Committee member and past 
District Governor Lynette Grave, had been successful. This 
has allowed the District to progress with publishing the 
District History. I would also like to acknowledge individual 
members who pledged to contribute financially towards 
the publishing of the history.

I would like to thank the members of the District 
Centennial Committee and in particular Lynette Grave 
and Bridget Orman. Lynette agreed to lead the publishing 
project in November 2016 and has donated hundreds 
of hours to not only secure the funding but also to edit 
the draft text and work with the publisher so we are able 
present you with a quality product which records the 
history of the first 50 years of Zonta International in New 
Zealand. 

I would also like to acknowledge Jennifer Loughton, our 
District Historian and Archivist, who has worked on our 
District History since 2008. She has put an immense 
amount of work into this project, for which we are very 
grateful. We are pleased by the response from clubs and 
members who have indicated they want to purchase 
a hard copy of the book. A number of people have 
indicated they would like an electronic copy and we are 
looking at how we can also provide this.

 At this Conference, you will hear from the ZI Centennial 
Committee about plans for celebrating the centennial 
anniversary of Zonta globally as well as some of the 
initiatives planned by our District Centennial Committee. I 
have been working with the Australian District Governors 
and am pleased to report that we have set the date for an 
Australasian Conference in 2019 and booked a venue in 
Brisbane.

I am frequently asked if I am enjoying the Governor role 
and I can honestly say “Yes”. It is very busy, particularly 
balancing Zonta with a busy paid role, but it is also the 
opportunity to work alongside the skilled and committed 
women who make up the D16 Board and the District 
Committees. There are a number of members who sit 
outside of these formal roles who have also responded 
enthusiastically when I have approached them for advice 
or assistance with a particular project. I am very mindful 
that I am not doing this work on my own and I thank you 
all, I appreciate your ongoing support.

Looking ahead it is an exciting time to belong to Zonta 
International. As we prepare to celebrate the past 100 
years in the next biennium and reflect on what we have 
achieved it is also a time to put the building blocks in place 
which will contribute towards Shaping our Future.

 

Janet Hope 
Governor 2016-2018
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Lieutenant Governor’s Report

Souella Cumming 
Lieutenant Governor - Zonta International District 16 

Clubs throughout New Zealand have been focussed on 
growing membership through a range of new member 
activities – brunches, inspiring cocktail evenings, and local 
community promotions designed to increase awareness 
of Zonta as an organisation, and to attract new members. 

Our challenge though is not just to recruit but to retain 
both new and existing members.  In recent years the 
trend in our national membership has been a decline in 
overall numbers.  Zonta District 16 is not alone in this – at 
an international level Zonta Clubs throughout the world 
are experiencing the same the issue, and other member 
based organisations, including Rotary, are in a similar 
situation.

So how do we address the challenge?  The Zonta 
International Global Membership Drive, launched in April 
2017, provides a wide range of information and tools 
to support Clubs as we focus on retention.  Our recent 
Area Meetings also provided an opportunity to share 
good practices and learnings across Clubs and Areas on 
some ways to retain members – focusing on the basics 
such as induction and active buddy systems, and getting 
new members involved early in the activities of the Club.  

These are all successful approaches that growing Clubs 
have in common.  In addition, a clear sense of purpose 
and commitment to service, advocacy and fundraising 
ensures that members are engaged and empowered to 
support Zonta’s mission in our community.

For me there are two key- relevance and adaptability.  It’s 
clear from feedback that we understand our purpose 
and, in the current global context, there is a real need for 
organisations such as Zonta who can advocate for the 
rights of women and girls worldwide. So our relevance 
is not in question.  A greater challenge for us is to adapt 
to the changing expectations of society and potential 
members.  There are some critical questions to answer 
– is our Club meeting structure appropriate? How do 
we embrace technology in our meetings? How are we 
adapting our structures to welcome and embrace new, 
younger members who come together around a cause 
or common purpose more than for a sense of belonging?  
Our response to such questions will enable us to continue 
into future biennia as a strong vibrant organisation ready 
to embrace the next 100 years.

Our key membership goal for this biennium is to achieve a 
5% growth in membership. Given our current membership 
trends this goal will be difficult to achieve.  However if all 
Clubs engage with the Global Membership Drive we will 
make progress in retaining existing members.

Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 Area 5 Total

Clubs 9 5 5 4 5 28

Members 164 133 122 69 142 630

Souella Cumming 
Lt Governor 2016-2018
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Report from the Area 1 Director

Irene Mcpherson 
Area 1 Director - Zonta International District 16  

To date I have visited all Clubs in the Area and have been 
made very welcome.

This biennium we have had our Club Presidents arranging 
the venues for the Presidents’ Meetings. This is working 
very well with Presidents not having to travel to Auckland 
all the time.  To date we have had meetings in South 
Auckland, East Auckland, Whangarei/Hatea and North 
Shore. I would like to thank the Presidents for organising 
these meetings.

The Area Meeting was held in Whangarei and hosted 
by the Zonta Club of Whangarei.  This turned out to be a 
busy weekend with the President’s Meeting on Saturday 
morning, followed by Leadership Training in the afternoon. 
Then out to Wai Rua Gardens for a great evening of 
fellowship. The Area Meeting was held on Sunday at 
Forum North. Numbers were down this year. We had 
attendees from all nine clubs with Presidents speaking on 
what their Clubs were doing and I felt that the Clubs are 
all in good heart. Our guest speakers Christina Stroud and 
Ady McKenzie were well received and spoke on subjects 
that everyone could relate too. I am sure that everyone 
who attended the Area Meeting came away with a lot 
more knowledge about Zonta and its goals.

The membership of Area 1 has fallen over the first year 
of this biennium. I am sure that all clubs are working to 
grow their membership numbers. Clubs are holding some 
amazing funding raising events eg: Mangawhai’s Winter 
Ball, Whangarei/Hatea Great NZ Book Sale, Auckland, 
South Auckland & West Auckland Scholarship Dinners, 
Hibiscus Coast Quiz Evening and East Auckland’s Garage 
Sale are just a few of the events that have been held.

All clubs are offering awards and scholarships in their 
areas and this is getting the Zonta name out in the public 
arena.

The “Zonta Say No” Campaign was another well 
supported event with all clubs taking part in the own 
distinctive ways eg: Mangawhai knit bombing a tree in 
the village centre, East Auckland along with the McLean 
College Z Club holding an Orange Stall in Howick Village, 
Whangarei Club lighting the local bridge up Orange, 
Auckland North Shore with their Orange Honda Jazz in 
the parade through Takapuna and the Hatea Dinner with 
guest speaker Louise Nicholas.

Z Clubs are all working well under their sponsored clubs 
and with the help of Gay Gallagher.

In my term as Area Director I have learnt so much, have 
met some amazing people and made some great friends. 
I would like to thank my fellow District 16 2016-2018 Board 
and my Club for all their support over this biennium and I 
wish the incoming board of 2018-2020 all the best for their 
term.

Irene McPherson 
Zonta Club of Whangarei
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Report from the Area 2 Director

Nicola Schreurs 
Area 2 Director - Zonta International District 16

 

I would like to take this opportunity to commend the 
Area 2 clubs for their efforts and contributions towards 
the Zonta vision and mission over 2016-2017. The clubs 
of Area 2 include Wanganui, Manawatu, Hawkes Bay, 
Mana and Wellington. All clubs are active in advocacy 
and service as well maintaining a focus on membership 
recruitment and retention.  I have had the opportunity to 
visit all the clubs in Area 2 at some stage over the last 12 
months and these visits have been a highlight of my time 
as Area 2 Director. It is enlightening see and hear about 
what is happening in individual clubs and I always leave 
the club visits exhilarated by the observable enthusiasm 
and tenacity for empowering women and girls. I am still 
working on by biennium goal of trying to create more 
“connectedness” between the Area 2 clubs and hopefully 
I will be able to make some inroads into this objective over 
the next 12 months.

Membership 
The membership in Area 2 has remained steady over 
the last year with 136 members at 20th August 2016 
and 133 members reported at 17 June 2017. Clubs with 
membership less than 20 people are considered “at 
risk” and I will be working with a couple of clubs in Area 
2 over the second half of the biennium to ensure their 
membership is growing. I do note however, that the 
smaller clubs in Area 2 are equally if not exceedingly 
active when compared to other clubs in District 16. 

Advocacy and Awareness
The clubs in Area 2 undertake Advocacy in different forms. 
Mana and Wellington are active in making submissions on 
bills under consideration in Parliament. Many clubs host 
breakfasts to celebrate International Women’s Day. These 
events are exceptionally well attended providing excellent 
exposure for Zonta. Of note was the breakfast organised 
by the Manawatu club with Dame Susan Devoy as guest 
speaker which was attended by 130 people.  All clubs in 
Area 2 undertook activities associated with Zonta Says No 
and a special mention needs to go to Hawkes Bay club for 
their orange wig and T-shirt wearing fantastic-ness as part 
of handing out brochures at the Blossom and Christmas 
parades – marvellously visual and super effective. 

Awards
All clubs are active in promoting the YWPA and Jane M 
Klausman Awards and do an excellent job of identifying 
talented young women for these awards for nomination 
at D16 level. Many clubs also have their own awards that 
they administer and these awards really help to identify 
Zonta as an organisation that encourages and supports 
the women and girls in our communities. 

Service and Fundraising
The Area 2 clubs are outstanding in their service and 
fundraising activities. In particular I would like to note:  the 
support Mana provides to the Arohata Women’s Prison, 
the work many clubs in Area 2 do with the respective Teen 
Parent Units, the support provided to Women’s Refuge 
and in particular Manawatu’s assistance to the Women’s 
Art Initiative and I am fairly certain Area 2 is the champion 
of sewing breast cushions!  

Clarification of the third/third/third “rule” has helped the 
clubs on Area 2 to focus their fundraising activities. It is 
also great to see the clubs ensuring that their fundraising 
and service activities are directly aligned to the Zonta 
vision and mission. 

Area 2 Meeting
The Area Meeting was attended by 36 members and 
feedback from the event was positive. In particular the 
workshop on membership conducted by Lt. Governor 
Souella Cumming was considered useful and gave a 
fresh perspective on developing membership within the 
clubs. Guest speaker was Mavis Mullins MNZM who gave 
us a fascinating talk on her life’s journey.  Huge thanks 
to the Wanganui club on being the host for the Area 2 
meeting – it was a seamless day thanks to the efforts of 
the Wanganui club. 

Dr Nicola Schreurs 
Zonta Club of Manawatu
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Report from the Area 3 Director

Sue Grainger 
Area 3 Director -  Zonta International District 16

It is my pleasure to present this report on behalf of the 
Area 3 clubs of Christchurch Canterbury, Christchurch 
North, Christchurch South Waimakariri and Marlborough.  
All clubs have worked enthusiastically towards meeting 
Zonta goals. 

Advocacy   
All clubs were actively involved in supporting the ZSN 
campaign.  Static displays were situated in libraries, 
Christchurch South held a breakfast with guest speaker 
Amy Adams (Minister of Women’s Affairs) whilst others 
combined with the White Ribbon function in Cathedral 
Square. The Isaac Theatre Royal was lit up orange for the 
week along with the Christchurch Airport control tower. 
Letters were sent to the Prime Minister and local MP’s and 
responses were received in support. Marlborough Club 
held an annual IWD breakfast as a combined membership 
campaign with excellent results both in numbers who 
attended and new members. A number of members from 
various clubs supported the IWD breakfast run by UN 
Women. Yellow roses were presented by several clubs to 
very worthy community recipients. 

Area 3 Forum 
This was hosted by Christchurch South with 47 members 
attending. It was a great day with positive feedback. 
Members enjoyed the interactive workshops and 
presentations from District Governor Janet Hope, Anne 
Walker and Lt Governor Souella Cumming.  The guest 
Speaker Monique Bond from Governance New Zealand 
highlighted the trials of women to achieve board level 
acceptance and high executive positions.  I look forward 
to assisting the Marlborough Club who will host the Area 3 
meeting in 2018. 

Fundraising   
The Area has achieved some amazing fund-raising efforts 
to support our projects. To mention a few -the Christmas 
House Tour, Design and Décor evening, film evenings, 
fashion parades and sausage sizzles. All these occasions 
enabled clubs to enjoy fun and fellowship along with the 
opportunities to promote the membership of Zonta. The 
Z Club at Avonside Girls College was involved in assisting 
on a number of occasions with Christchurch Canterbury.

Service 
Clubs have been involved in supporting a number of 
organisations - Youth & Cultural development, Shakti, 
YWCA, Ronald McDonald House, Battered Women’s Trust, 
Nurse Maud, mock Interviews skills for women at ARA, 
Karanga Mai Young Parents College along with the making 
of breast cushions and gift packs for local club projects. 

Membership  
Membership in the Area is on the increase, and all clubs 
are actively recruiting new members with a focus on 
retention. A Club member’s survey has led to opportunities 
to gauge member expectations. Membership will remain 
a strong focus for all clubs for the remainder of the 
biennium. As Area 3 Director I have had the pleasure to 
be invited by clubs to celebrate significant events and 
induct boards and install new members. I have enjoyed 
working with clubs in the area and the responsiveness of 
all members is always encouraging.

The work undertaken by clubs in the Area continues to 
astound me and I look forward to supporting and working 
alongside clubs further as we empower women through 
service and advocacy.

Well done to the Area 3 Clubs. 

Sue Grainger 
Zonta Club of Waimakariri
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Report from the Area 4 Director

Vivienne Stephens 
Area 4 Director - Zonta International District 16

 

It gives me great pleasure to report on the activities of the 
Area 4 clubs, Rotorua, Hamilton-Waikato, Thames Valley 
and Tauranga. I have enjoyed visiting and interacting with 
the clubs and the warm welcome I have always received.

Membership 
Numbers have remained static with resignations and new 
members and transfers cancelling each other out. All clubs 
are actively seeking new members and have some in 
the pipeline and are working to retain existing members. 
Unfortunately, the new club in Whakatane has not come 
to fruition despite all the hard work put in by Rotorua 
members. However, Rotorua club are about to charter a Z 
Club which will be a first for Area 4.

Advocacy
Hamilton and Rotorua and both been active in signing 
up corporates to The Women’s Empowerment Principles 
(WEPs). All clubs participated in the Zonta Says No to 
Violence Against Women campaign with Rotorua biking 
16km per day for 16 days plus marching through Rotorua 
with orange dolls, Tauranga entering a float in the Annual 
Christmas Parade handing out anti-violence flyers, Thames 
Valley marched in orange through the town and Hamilton 
attended various markets handing out bookmarks and 
flyers.

IWD breakfasts were held by Tauranga with Louise 
Nicholas as speaker and Hamilton with Councillor Paula 
Southgate as speaker. Thames Valley’s planned breakfast 
was washed out by a flood.  Rotorua held their Women’s 
Achievement Awards on March 4th with Lizzie Marvelly 
as keynote speaker. On IWD day they presented yellow 
roses to six volunteers in the community.

Service
Clubs have been working hard on their various service 
projects including refurbishment of the Family Intervention 
room at the Central Police Station in Hamilton, toilet 
bags by Tauranga, Rotorua and Thames Valley, pamper 
day in Rotorua, helping with “Fundraising for Syria” in 
Thames. Thames Valley organise the Pink Ribbon walk 
in Thames and Tauranga hosts a table for a day at a local 
supermarket collecting donations.

Fundraising
All clubs continue to support the Sophie Elliot Trust 
through their fundraising efforts. Thames held their biggest 
ever Bookarama. Rotorua held their Palmers Garden Show 
and have been gardening, Hamilton held a “Living with 
Colour” and have regular sausage sizzles and Tauranga 
hold garage sales and film evenings.

Scholarships and Awards
Area 4 has had the honour of YWPA District 16 awardee 
from Rotorua and Jane M Klausman International 
Scholarship recipient from Hamilton.  Each club has 
its own scholarships and these cover a wide range 
from Intermediate students through to second chance 
education for those over 30.

Area Meeting
Hosted by Hamilton and well attended.  Keynote speaker 
was Sarah-Michelle Washer, International Jane Klausmann 
Award winner. The excellent workshop on Membership 
held by Lt Governor Souella Cumming has invigorated all 
clubs. Overall the feedback was that it was a revitalising, 
informative day with great fellowship and atmosphere.  

Thames 25th Birthday Celebration 
This was held in February with guest speaker and Thames 
club member from Syria, Emmi Rezk. There was a good 
representation from other clubs including the SOM Club 
of South Auckland. Charter President Dorothy Wharehoka 
attended and District Governor Janet Hope presented 25 
year long service certificates to two charter members.

Vivienne Stephens 
Zonta Club of Tauranga
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Report from the Area 5 Director

Helen Carter 
Area 5 Director – Zonta International District 16

So where to start…..I am halfway through my term in 
office as Area 5 Director for Ashburton, Timaru, Oamaru, 
Dunedin-Otago and Metropolitan-Dunedin Zonta Clubs. 
I have been thoroughly enjoying attending the various 
and significant events including inductions of new 
members, the installation of the new Boards and special 
presentations that the clubs have invited me to attend. 
I offer my sincere thanks to you all for your continued 
support. 

All clubs continue to give of their time and energy to 
support a variety of service projects such as, ongoing 
provision of toiletries and sanitary items for the Mid-
South Canterbury Women’s Refuge, providing funds to 
have security cameras installed at the Women’s Refuge 
Safe House, making breast cushions, providing wellness 
packs for JALBMAD (Just a little bit makes a difference), 
knitting items for Plunket, and a pamper day for mothers of 
children with disabilities. 

The ‘Zonta Says No to Violence against Women’ (ZSN) 
advocacy campaign is supported by all clubs in the Area 
through promoting the message in a variety of ways 
using the colour orange. Lighting, street marches, window 
displays, breakfasts, assembling in malls. All in orange. 
All getting positive publicity. All lifting the profile of Zonta 
International. 

As with all District 16 clubs, Area 5 Clubs undertake 
amazing fundraising events to provide the means to 
donate not only to the ZI Foundation and D16 Project, 
The Sophie Elliot Foundation, but to fund each club’s own 
Service and Advocacy projects, special educational and 
career scholarships and Zonta awards. YWPA and Jane M 
Klausman awards are well supported by the clubs. As with 
the ZSN campaign, fundraising together with fellowship 
has created numerous opportunities for the Clubs to 
lift their Zonta Club profile and gain publicity in local 
publications, magazines and on social media. Just some of 
these opportunities have included the annual International 
Women’s Day Breakfast in Ashburton, the Charity 
Ambrose Golf Tournament in Timaru, a White Ribbon 
Breakfast with the Waitaki Safer Community Council in 
Oamaru, the Cadbury Couture and High Tea by Dunedin-
Otago and Rock your Frock and the Spring Fashion Show 
by Metropolitan- Dunedin.     
       
   

Beginning the Biennium with Area 5 membership at 155, 
it is concerning to note the membership numbers had 
reduced to 142 by the end of May 2017. However, it is 
very pleasing to see that in spite of the resignations all 
clubs are actively recruiting and have been inducting 
new members or are mentoring prospective members 
which has minimised the loss of experienced and valued 
members. 

The Area 5 Meeting was hosted by the Dunedin- Otago 
Club with a good attendance although six members from 
Timaru were unable to get past the Road Closed sign due 
to snow! Apart from the lack of warmth to start with and 
varying technology issues, the feedback was positive for 
all the presentations. The Columba students presenting 
on the ‘Loves Me Not’ programme, the St Hilda’s Z Club 
students talking so enthusiastically about what they do 
and why they choose to be members, thanks to Past D16 
Governor Lynette Grave. Robin Kilworth introduced the 
Ashburton club’s upcoming pilot fundraiser ZOKS  (merino 
socks) with permission to use the ZI Logo.  Everyone 
enjoyed Lt. Governor Souella’s interactive Membership 
Workshop. Members discussed and recorded their 
responses to ‘Why we Joined’ and ‘Why we Stay’. Now 
more than ever this is the time to retain our members and 
be actively recruiting women who will share the Zonta 
mission.

Helen Carter 
Zonta Club of Timaru
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Foundation Ambassador

Anne Walker

 

Global fundraising for the Zonta International Foundation 
2016–2018 is progressing satisfactorily. At the date of 
reporting for the end of the first year of the biennium (31 
May 2017) funds raised globally total $ US 2,087,728, 
being a value like that of the same time last biennium. 
This represents 39% of the biennium target for Zonta 
International worldwide. This is encouraging given the 
strong competition for the global donor dollar, and the 
second year of the biennium still ahead of us.

In District 16 I am honoured to be Foundation Ambassador 
2016 - 2018. I am privileged to work upon the strong 
foundation established by PDG Lynette Grave who 
undertook this role for the past 3 biennia. In the 2014-2016 
biennium, District 16 donated a total of $US 89,573 to 
ZIF, with 100% of District 16 Clubs donating to the Zonta 
International Foundation and many individual members 
making significant personal donations. District 16 was 
recognized for this achievement at the Nice Convention. 
This is a notable achievement attributable to the 
generosity of D16 Clubs and individual members and sets 
a wonderful standard we wish to continue.

In District 16 funds raised to date are on target. As at 
31 May 2017, District 16 has donated $US 43,398 ($US 
44,442, 31 May 2016) to Zonta International Foundation. 
This figure represents 54% of the total target of $US 
80,000 for this biennium. Fundraising is progressing well 
to meet our biennial target for 2016-2018, and more than 
80% of District 16 Clubs have already donated to the Zonta 
International Foundation.  We are also targeting a 5% 
increase in the number of individual donating personally, 
but this target will be challenging as we currently lag the 
individual donation rate when compared to the same 
period last biennium.

Members can be assured that 100% of funds donated 
to the Zonta International Foundation are used for the 
international service projects and awards programmes 
approved by the members at biennual convention. During 
this biennium, these are;

• Elimination of Obstetric Fistula and the reduction of 
Maternal and Newborn Mortality and Morbidity in 
Liberia $US 1,000,000

• Let us Learn Madagascar $US 1,000,000
• Initiative for Adolescent Girls in Niger $US 1,000,000

• The future we want; Sustainable foundation for 
addressing human trafficking and unsafe migration of 
women and girls in Nepal $US 1,000,000

• Amelia Earhart Fellowships $US 700,000
• Jane M Klausman Women in Business Scholarships 

$US 232,000
• Young Women in Public Affairs Awards $US 144,000
• Rose Fund $ US300,000 (this is an unrestricted 

fund used to ‘top up’ service projects and awards 
programmes.)

All donations to the Zonta International Foundation are 
valued and gratefully received. Donations to the service 
projects, and awards programmes connect us to the 
needs of women and girls in some of the worlds most 
disadvantaged communities, and make the work of Zonta 
International explicit for each of us.

Extensive reporting on all service projects and awards 
programmes is available to members via the Zonta 
International Foundation website. Members are 
encouraged to update their understanding of these 
projects, and awards programmes, in which District 16 
awardees have enjoyed regular success. 

In June 2017, Zonta International introduced a new 
easy-to-use donor website. In District 16, members can 
take advantage of a tax credit in New Zealand available 
through donations made to the international service 
projects through the Zonta International District 16 
Charitable Trust. Funds accumulate and are forwarded to 
ZIF periodically within the biennium. All donations over 
are receipted. I urge all members to consider a personal 
donation to ZIF within the next 12 months.

Thank you to all Clubs and individual members who 
actively and generously support the Zonta International 
Foundation. 

Anne Walker 
31 May 2017
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Service

Philippa Nixon

What a privilege to be able to see first- hand all the 
amazing service activities all 28 District 16 clubs have 
been active in.  Well done on all you have achieved and 
given to your local communities.

Zonta International Service Committee goals include 
encouraging and supporting local service projects which 
are focused on Zonta’s mission and vision, including the 
United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goal No. 5:  
Achieve gender equality and empower all women and 
girls.

As I have collected and gathered service reports from 
Area Directors, I have been able to get a pretty clear 
picture on the service activities that do qualify under the 
above goals set out by Zonta International.  Some clubs 
have participated in the most amazing projects and it is 
great to see such a diverse range of activities.  

While Service and Advocacy cross over at times, it is most 
pleasing to see your commitment to selecting projects that 
are for the benefit of women and girls in your locality.  You 
are getting publicity and you are promoting programmes 
for gender equality and the prevention of violence against 
women.

You will have noticed that there is now the electronic 
‘online link’ to enable you to report your Service project.  
It is available on the ZI website under the MyZonta tab.  
Please remember and be aware of the Zonta International 
criteria for choosing and submitting your project.  This is 
an excellent opportunity to showcase our local projects.

A reminder – please consider nominating one of your club 
service projects for the ZI Service Recognition Awards. 
Applications need to be with Governor Janet before 31st 
October 2017.

Continue with your wonderful work fellow Zontians.

Philippa Nixon 
June 2017
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Advocacy

Christine Cook

 

We are making good progress towards achieving our 
biennium advocacy goals through our work on the 
Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women campaign, 
being an active member of the New Zealand Women’s 
Empowerment Principles (WEPs) committee, highlighting 
pay equity issues, and collaborating with organisations 
which support Zonta’s vision and mission. We participate 
in the Ministry for Women’s International Women’s Caucus 
meetings and have contributed to the New Zealand NGO 
Alternate CEDAW report on violence against women. 
Clubs participate in events that support our goals to 
highlight gender inequality issues and actively seek ways 
to address them. 

Zonta clubs host functions to launch and promote the 
WEPs and we co-host the annual White Camellia awards 
ceremony that showcases employers supporting diversity 
in their workplaces. I represent Zonta on the UN Women 
National Committee Aotearoa New Zealand and we join 
with them to run International Women’s Day events with 
the proceeds going to UN projects in the Pacific. We 
continue to support the Sophie Elliott Foundation with 
their Loves Me Not programme that is run in schools. 
During the Sixteen Days of Activism clubs collaborate 
with organisations such as the White Ribbon Trust and 
Women’s Refuge to organise displays or events to raise 
awareness about domestic violence. Clubs are also 
encouraged to write to their local MP or the Prime Minister 
to outline our concerns about violence against women. 
We attend Suffrage Day events, hold political debates 
and support Ministry for Women events. Zonta has also 
contributed to National Council of Women of New Zealand 
(NCWNZ) Action Items related to the Children Young 
Persons and Their Families (Oranga Tamariki) Legislation 
Bill, the Education Amendment Bill and the New Models of 
Tertiary Education consultation document.

I believe our advocacy work is making a difference 
and it’s great to see some change happening! The 
Ministry for Women recently celebrated the increase in 
the proportion of women on New Zealand state sector 
boards, from 43.4 percent in 2015 to 45.3 percent in 
2016. Our District Governor co-signed a public letter to 
the NZ Rugby Union about the sport’s attitude towards 
women and this joint initiative no doubt helped influence 

their decision to appoint a woman to their national board 
for the first time. Our “Toolkit” about supporting victims 
of domestic violence in the workplace has been used 
for presentations to raise awareness of this issue and 
provided background information for the submission 
we made on the Domestic Violence-Victims’ Protection 
Bill. The Mana Club made a submission on the Family 
and Whanau Violence Legislation Bill and at the same 
time a major review addressing family violence is being 
undertaken by the government.  Although paid parental 
leave was extended to 18 weeks, it is still well short of the 
26 weeks we were advocating for in the submissions we 
made on the Parental Leave and Employment Protection 
(Six Months’ Paid Leave and Work Contact Hours) 
Amendment Bill. But if the Bill hadn’t been vetoed, it did 
have a very good chance of passing! The Mana Club also 
made submissions on the Health of Older People Strategy 
and the Education (Update) Amendment Bill.

More progress is needed on the gender pay gap as 
according to a report commissioned by the Ministry for 
Women the gap hasn’t narrowed in the last decade. It 
also affects women at the higher end of the earning scale 
more.  The report found there is little to no gap at the 
bottom of the distribution and large gender pay penalties 
(of approximately 20%) at the top end. The report stated 
that this is “clear evidence of a glass ceiling effect in New 
Zealand”. (Sourced from Empirical evidence of the gender 
pay gain New Zealand, P 8, Report commissioned by the 
Ministry for Women, March 2017).  

As advocacy chair, I find that our contribution is welcomed 
at all forums I attend and we are highly regarded for our 
networks and expertise. Receiving advocacy reports from 
the Area Directors is very useful and helps me to present a 
complete picture of district activities in my reports to Zonta 
International. Thank you to the D16 advocacy committee 
members Helen Bowie and Dr Judy Whitcombe for all 
their hard work and Governor Janet Hope for her support 
and guidance.

Christine Cook 
June 2017
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District Project Liaison

Lyn Farry 
District Project 2016 – 2018 – Sophie Elliot Foundation

In June 2016, the majority of District 16 clubs chose to 
support the Sophie Elliott ‘Loves Me Not’ programme for a 
further two years.

The challenge of raising a further $50 – 60,000 to fund 
the delivery of 4000 resource books was accepted.

As at 30 June 2017 schools have reached the 400-class 
mark in 78 schools by mid-year.  That means that around 
10,000 students so far in 2017 have been or will be 
exposed to ‘Loves Me Not’.  Books are going out at a fast 
rate and since the partnership between Zonta and the 
Sophie Elliott Foundation began in 2015, 21,000 books 
have been purchased.

On the Foundation front Lesley Elliott and Bill O’Brien 
have attended and contributed to the Government 
Family Violence Summit held in Wellington early in June.  
There was an opportunity at this forum to publicise Zonta 
fundraising for the ‘Loves Me Not’ resource book and 
the public address given by Bill was before many people 
who work in the family violence prevention area, several 
ministers of the Crown, Members of Parliament from most 
major parties and heads of Government Departments.

The Zonta press release outlining their partnership with 
the Sophie Elliott Foundation was picked up by some 
media and appeared in a police newsletter to staff 
involved in facilitating the ‘Loves Me Not’ workshops.

During a meeting at Police National Headquarters, police 
reaffirmed their commitment to not only supporting 
Loves Me Not long term but a desire to see it continue 
spreading.

It is estimated that by the end of the Biennium in 2018 
approximately 25,000 copies of ‘Loves Me Not – How 
to Keep Relationships Safe’ will be in the hands of New 
Zealand youth.

At this stage, with the ongoing support of Zonta District 
16 clubs, it is expected that the funding target of $50 – 
60,000 by the 1st June 2018 will be reached.

In the meantime, as always, Lesley and Bill continue 
to work tirelessly for the Foundation and take every 
opportunity to mention the invaluable support of Zonta.

Lyn Farry 
District 16 Project Liaison Chair
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Awards

Barb Stewart 
Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA)

 

Taking over from Sue Poynter was my first introduction to 
this prestigious award at the District level.  Loren Skudder-
Hill, the Rotorua Club awardee, was selected as the 
District 16 YWPA award recipient and was presented with 
her District award and cheque in September 2016.  The 
ceremony was attended by our new Governor Janet Hope 
and past Governor Janette Irvine, the Area 4 Director plus 
members of Loren’s family and other Zontians from the 
local club.  It was a fitting ceremony in the Te Runanga Tea 
House at Government Gardens in Rotorua.

In 2017 District 16 secured financial sponsorship from Kepa 
Financial Services Ltd which allows us to pay $1000.00 to 
the District YWPA awardee in addition to the US$1000.00  
paid by the Zonta International Foundation.

 In 2017 the YWPA Award Committee evaluated 18 
applications from all over New Zealand.  The applicants 
were all amazing young women and as there can only 
be one applicant selected as the District 16 awardee 
choosing this person was extremely difficult. 

The panel choose Emily Fan sponsored by the Auckland 
North Shore Zonta Club.  Her involvement at her 
school, the community where she lives and globally are 
exceptional.  I will list them as there are so many:

• Founded Amnesty International Group at her school 
that had over 150 members tackling issues of rape 
culture, pink tax and discrimination in sports

• High School Ambassador coordinating numerous 
campaigns one of which influenced the numbers of 
refugees coming into New Zealand.  

• An Environmental group leader tree planting at 
Takapuna Beach.  

• Lead volunteering groups to tree plant, weed bust and 
nursery work on Motutapu and Motuihe Islands

• Gained a Keep NZ Beautiful Volunteer of the Month 
Award

• Accepted into Sir Peter Blake’s Youth EnvironLeaders’ 
Forum

• Implemented a school wide waste management 
system to reduce waste going to the landfill. 

• Attended the Auckland Council Sustainability Make a 
Difference Hui

• A Prefect, House and Peer Service leader
• Started Girls in STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Mathematics) at her high school and 
the Enterprise group.  Awarded School Spirit and All 
Round Cup

• Volunteer at Trade Aid Shop in Takapuna and a regular 
SHINE Street Appeal Volunteer

• Organised a Pink Breakfast at her school
• Volunteer with Harbour Sports ActivAsian Programme.  

Got to understand her Asian community and was 
asked to be VIP Crew at the Masters Games held in 
Auckland this year

• Co-founder and Vice President of the NZ Musical 
Volunteering Student Association Organised talented 
school musicians to play in Retirement homes

• Volunteer Administrator and tutor leader for Dialectic- a 
NZ non-profit organisation which provides free English 
lessons to disadvantaged children worldwide

• Being a Dialectic Administrator was responsible for 
communication via Skype with parents, teachers and 
students in the USA, South Korea, Malaysia and China.

Emilly has also been awarded an International YWPA 
Award. She will be attending Conference to be presented 
with her awards.
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Awards

Anne McMurtrie 
Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship 

There has been a high level of enquiry through 
District and the University Careerhub website and this 
year applications from New Zealand Post Graduate 
students studying overseas.  While the number of 
clubs participating has not increased, this can partly be 
explained by the advertising for the award stating it is for 
those with an outstanding academic record. I am confident 
we are receiving applications from our best students.

Some clubs have indicated they are not participating in the 
scholarship which is disappointing as all that is required 
is a nomination to the District and no monetary award is 
necessary at the club level.  

This year applications were received from seven Clubs. 
Students came from Lincoln University, University of 
Canterbury,(2), Auckland University, Massey University, 
Otago, and Waikato University. The closing date for the 
District 2017 Scholarship was the 1st July.

The applications have been forwarded to our illustrious 
judges: Lynn McKenzie, Past  International President of 
Zonta International, Annabel Cotton, Founder of  Merlin 
Investor Relations, and Kirsten Patterson, the Chief 
Executive of the Institute of Directors. The winner’s 
application will be forwarded to the Governor for approval 
mid-August, and is due to be with Zonta International by 
1st September.

The Scholarship is a substantial award. The District 16 
prize of $1000 is sponsored by KEPA Financial Services 
and a further US$1000 is paid to the District winner by 
Zonta International. Twelve International scholarships 
of US$7,000 are awarded by the Zonta International 
Foundation from the bequest from Jane M. Klausman and 
Zonta member’s donations. The award is very prestigious. 
Applicants have commented that this award on their CV 
has been of interest to employers.

 Clubs need to keep on contact with our applicants as 
future members of Zonta Clubs. This is a reason we 
require the applicants to be nominated by a club.

Thank you to the clubs who participated this biennium. 
The applicants this year were again outstanding and we 
hope to again have our nominee win an International 
Scholarship.
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Awards

Irene King 
Amelia Earhart Fellowships 

 

The goals for the biennium:   
The Amelia Earhart Fellowship, awarded annually to 
a select group of aeronautical and aerospace PHD 
students, remains the most prestigious fellowship of this 
nature open to females who choose to pursue a career 
in Aviation in New Zealand. Regrettably there are few 
female students studying these disciplines in this country 
and accordingly there were no New Zealand candidates 
sourced for the 2017 award.  

However, this situation should rectify itself in the years 
ahead. In part this is because of the recent development 
of a space industry in this country and the significant 
investment both the Government, via the Callaghan 
Institute, and the private sector are making in the 
industry. This sector like the emerging composites 
developments utilising light- weight materials to ensure 
the next generation of aircraft and aeronautical products 
assist the aviation industry’s global aspirations to fly 
further and faster is placing New Zealand’s research 
and development projects at the forefront of these 
developments. The effect of this is that more women are 
entering New Zealand universities aerospace engineering 
courses and in the future there should a raft of aspiring 
candidates for this fellowship.

Work for the 2018 award will commence in August 2017 
when the terms and conditions of the fellowship are 
announced by Zonta International.
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District History and  
District Archives 

Jennifer  Loughton 

The proposed District 16 History is a significant record of 
our place in Zonta International and New Zealand history. 
In October 2016, Barbara Pope became overall Chair 
of the District Centennial Committee and Past Governor 
Lynette Grave took over the major task of implementing 
editing and publication of the District 16 History. Bridget 
Orman has also been assisting with editing and proof 
reading. 

It was encouraging to hear in May 2017 that the application 
for Lotteries’ Commission funding for the publication of the 
District History was successful. I am grateful to Lynette for 
her fundraising efforts, and the District Board is thanked 
for its support in underwriting the financial requirements of 
the application. Some generous District 16 Zontians have 
also made personal donations towards publication. Other 
Zonta International Districts and International Centennial 
Committee Co-Chair, Val Sarah, may also be able to 
provide some relevant and specific information about the 
methods they have used to fund their history publications.

Lynette has been in regular liaison with the Dunedin 
publisher and a time frame has been set. Clubs have been 
consulted about their interest in purchasing a copy of 
the completed District History. It is hoped to have copies 
available at the District Conference. A useful section in 
the History is a list of all District 16 Zontians who have held 
Zonta International office.

Zontians are reminded that District 16’s Brief History 
(1965 - 2016) is available to read on the District website. 
A copy was also sent earlier to Val Sarah and the Zonta 
International Centennial Committee for international 
records.

Most club histories are now also available on the District 
website. In early 2017, I completed the production of 
brief website histories for the remaining disestablished 
clubs. (Bay of Islands, Auckland 2, Port Nicholson, New 
Plymouth and Christchurch East). I have also made copies 
of some District Conference reports for Anne Gambrill 
(Auckland) to complete the Zonta archive that she has 
been organising in the Auckland Public Library. A highlight 
was making contact with the inaugural (1991) District 16 
and Zonta International Young Women in Public Affairs 
awardee, Kimberley Boyce-Campbell. I soon hope to 
obtain photographs and biographical details from her to 
be included in the recently announced Zonta International 
Centennial publication which is to feature women who 
have been of importance during Zonta International’s 
history. 

It is hoped that one of the on-going tasks of the District 
Centennial Committee and the District Historian will be 
to ensure the updating of both club and District Histories 
at the end of each biennium. I have already received an 
updated club history from Christchurch-Canterbury. I also 
hope that each Governor will add a summary of the events 
of her biennium at the end of her governorship.

District Archives: These continue to be held by Crown 
Records, Christchurch. At the International Convention in 
Nice, discussion took place about electronic archiving. 
District 16 has already begun to consider such aspects.

Jennifer Loughton 
District Historian & District Archivist June 2017
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Centennial  
Anniversary Committee 
Barbara Pope

 

The Centennial Committee’s goals for the 2016-2018 
biennium are:

1. To develop a programme of activities to maximise  
 the opportunity Zonta International’s centennial in  
 2019 is providing us to promote Zonta in New  
 Zealand. 

2. To engage all District 16 Clubs in celebrating Zonta  
 International’s Centennial in 2019. 

3. Publication of the District 16 History.

Zonta International is 30,000 members in 66 countries 
working together to improve the lives of women and 
girls. Zonta International will start a two-year celebration 
to honour the past while heralding the future at the 
Convention in Yokohama, Japan 29 June to 3 July 2018.

Zonta International’s centennial is providing District 16 
with a significant one-off opportunity to leverage off 
the centennial across all aspects of our activity, ie PR, 
membership, fundraising, and advocacy. With this in mind 
a programme of events/activities will be developed for 
District 16 that will enable 100% of Clubs in District 16 to 
participate in centennial activities.

At this time Zonta International has not published any 
specific centennial activities.

The publication of District 16’s history is continuing from 
the previous biennium. The history covers Zonta’s first 50 
years in New Zealand and has been written and complied 
by District 16 Historian Jennifer Loughton. The publication 
project is being co-ordinated by Lynnette Grave who has 
tirelessly worked to acquire funding for the publication. 
This has now been secured and the publication is 
proceeding. A big thank you to Lynette for her tenacity in 
acquiring funding.

Behind the scenes other Committee members are 
assisting with the final stages of the publication.

Committee members are Lynette Grave, Jill Hobden, 
Jennifer Loughton, Bridget Orman, Judith Ray and Alisa 
Stewart.

What we do makes a difference. Let’s not be shy about 
celebrating what we do.

Barbara Pope,  
Zonta Club of Wellington
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Z Clubs

Gay Gallagher 
Future Leaders Building a Better Future through Service and Advocacy
Prepared by: Gay Gallagher 
Acknowledgements to: Lynette Grave, Karen Mitchell, Phillippa Jacobs,  
Sue Devitt and Z Club Presidents 

“Shaping Our Future”
It was interesting how each club, constrained by the 
school’s expectations and regulations, works to meet their 
obligations as part of the Zonta International Organisation. 
The focus of service and advocacy will again be diverse 
this year with those directions individualised within each 
school.

I would like to acknowledge both Avonside Girls and St 
Hilda’s Collegiate for their contribution to the International 
June 2017 Z Club newsletter. This showed the diversity of 
activities undertaken.

Combined membership of the five Z Clubs is 
approximately 200 students ranging from year 9 to 13, 
and inclusive of some boys supportive of the movement. 
Like Zonta Clubs, one significant goal for the Z Clubs is to 
increase membership, as well as to raise awareness of the 
Clubs and their goals within the schools.  

The intention this year, is to build on the work of Karen 
Mitchell in increasing my communication with the Clubs 
and that between the Clubs. Developing the use of 
Facebook is also important. All clubs have a Facebook 
page, but not all update regularly. It is still a goal to 
encourage the clubs to share with the other New Zealand 
Z Clubs in a purposeful way. 

Given that it is election year, I have encouraged the 
groups to consider suffrage and the role of our young 
women in voting as one theme.  With the international 
scene at present I would also encourage Z Clubs to revisit, 
in robust discussion, the ideas of Feminism, and gender 
equity.  Some Clubs make use of Ted Talks as the catalyst 
for discussion about ideas.

The rhythm of each school year has influenced the 
working of the clubs, and while some clubs were active 
in term one, for some clubs the real work only began in 
term two.  Term One saw the election of club officers and 
plan outlines for the year.  Most clubs meet weekly, in a 
small window of time such as lunchtime or before school.  
A continuing challenge is the natural attrition of members 
as students leave at the end of year 13, and the need to 
nurture the future leaders of the groups.

The process has begun for the chartering of a new Z Club, 
sponsored by Rotorua Zonta Club, under the guidance of 
Barbara Stewart and we are certainly looking forward to 
this special event later in the year.

The Z Club management is currently working on 
establishing a certificate of appreciation for members of 
the clubs to acknowledge their commitment and service.

In conclusion, thank you to all the sponsoring clubs and 
the Zontians who work so hard with these Z Clubs.  It is so 
important to have the active contact with the sponsoring 
club. All Z Clubs report great satisfaction in working 
alongside Zontians in various activities, and we will look 
forward to meeting the girls from Avonside Girls Z Club at 
the Conference itself.
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Z Club History in New Zealand 

Z Club Sponsoring Zonta Club Charter Date

Avonside Girls’ High School Christchurch South 1 March 1994

Carmel College Auckland North Shore 15 Oct 2008

St Hilda’s Collegiate School Metropolitan Dunedin 8 May 2012

Rutherford College Auckland West 17 April 2013

Macleans College Auckland East 26 July 2015

Rutherford College 
President: Kate Gordon  
I personally chose to be part of the Z Club because 
of the feminist ideals the Club is based upon, and the 
opportunity it provides to help the wider community and 
the ability to raise awareness about the wider world issues 
such as rape culture and sexual violence.

The highlights for the year so far have been:

• Red My Lips Day with speakers from HELP Auckland 
raising awareness of issues of sexual violence and 
consent, with a mufti day raising $1200

• Our Pink Ribbon Breakfast  (for Breast Cancer 
Awareness  through which we raised $534.00

Avonside Girls’ High 
President: Cassidy McMillan 
The 35-member strong club has already been very 
busy with bake sales, quiz nights, car washes, selling 
fudge at a school event, cooking for Ronald McDonald 
House (South Island), waitressing for Zonta “Celebrating 
Women in Business” event and their Long Lunch in 
June, and preparing to assist with the Conference in 
September.  The main charity this year is Canteen. 

Although the application for the Emma Conlon Award 
was not a finalist this year, a significant highlight was 
the article in the June 2017 Golden Z and Z Club 
International newsletter.
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Carmel College 
Co- Presidents: Anna Marsden and  
Mackenzie O’Neill
This year Carmel College has opened the membership 
to include Year 11 and 12 students.  While increasing 
membership can be an issue for clubs, the main 
challenge this year for Carmel College has been how to 
manage and involve such a burgeoning membership.

One activity that drew considerable discussion was a 
visioning exercise identifying issues facing women and 
girls worldwide, and what we can do about them.  As 
well as violence and oppression of rights, stereotyping 

St Hilda’s Collegiate School 
President: Sophia Borthwick
I joined Z Club last year because I was passionate about 
advocating for women’s rights and supporting people who 
were not as advantaged as I was. I am lucky that I get to 
go to school and live a comfortable life which is something 
that so many people miss out on because of the unfair 
situations they are either born into or are subjected to. I 
feel that neglecting to use the privilege that I have, to help 
in even a small way is not something that is special but 
rather something we should all be doing. Joining Z Club 
offered me the opportunity to give back and help out both 
my school community and my wider community.

One highlight has been the Pink Ribbon Breakfast that 
my club hosted this term. We held the event in our school 
library and had about 45 attendees. We were extremely 
lucky to have our former principal Melissa Bell speak 
at the breakfast and it was an extremely moving and 
memorable speech about her individual experience with 
breast cancer. We managed to raise $670 overall for the 
breast cancer foundation. 

Another highlight was getting to speak at the Zonta Area 
5 Meeting.  Two other members and I attended the lunch 
meeting  where we spoke after the meal. Although I’m not 
much of a public speaker, the experience was something 
that I found very valuable and enjoyable. It was great to 
see how a meeting like that was run and talk the older 
members of the club. 

and gender equity, key ideas also included lack of self-
awareness and confidence as well as a reluctance to 
recognise their voices as valid and meaningful. 

The focus for the club this year is on gender equity, 
and electoral franchise. They will have a sewing bee for 
their chosen cause, Days for Girls in the July holidays.  
The products will be distributed in the Pacific through 
Caritas.
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Macleans College 
President: Manvika Seth
Growing up I was always reminded that I could be 
anything I wanted. That then gave me the acceptance into 
out of and in school activities that are typically done by 
males. Since 2015 I have been part of a large motocross 
club and I have very recently returned from Queenstown 
after competing in the MX national championship 2017. 
I have also been an air cadet since I was 13 and have 
logged over 70 flight hours and have an average shooting 
score with 22 Caliber bullets using the marlin rifles of 
85/100.The difference being I was never considered 
a tomboy by any of my peers, just another participant 
who was able to rise because of talent and skill  and not 
separated by gender. I was lucky to be placed in a world 
of such progressive people, and I wanted to be able to 
create that environment for the girls that crossed my path. 

The highlight would have to be seeing the large turn out 
of younger students, our school juniors, week after week 
and seeing them gain confidence and speaking up in 
discussions and being there to help out at the annual 
garage sale, full of energy and willingness to provide 
service. The change in the girls’ confidence and attitude 
from day one to now is truly heart-warming

The chosen causes this year for fund raising are Sophie 
Elliot Foundation, and SHINE (Safe Homes in NZ), and 
assisting with Auckland East garage sale and Says No 
campaign

One special visitor was Zarine from Zonta Club of Bombay 
3, on her third contact with the club in the past three 
years.  Her message in encouraging Z Club members was 
through a Hindi proverb “mere beti mere shakti” which 
means “my daughter my strength”. 
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Webmaster

Anna Arps

As much of the design and implementation of the website 
has been completed the focus to this point has been 
on maintenance and improvement.  Continued support 
from Nikola the previous Webmaster and staff at Mega 
Advertising has been invaluable to the smooth transition.

This biennium as seen work on the Brief Club and District 
histories and Prominent members histories.

With updates from members the Gallery and Events pages 
are kept up to date with topical information.

As the website is a valuable resource it is important 
that all members access and utilise it and worked has 
commenced around introduction to all clubs.  Area 3 clubs 
have welcomed the Webmaster to club dinner meetings 
for an introductory presentation about usage of the 
website.

Ongoing goals for the Biennium are completion and 
updating of the Club histories and a system for archiving 
and continued presentations to clubs on use of the 
website.

Members and Clubs are able to submit documents and 
pictures to be added to the site via the webmaster.  

Anna Arps  
Zonta Club of Christchurch Canterbury
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Public Relations and  
Communications 

Leanne Warr

 

My main goal for the PR role was to increase Zonta’s 
visibility via social media. While not every member is 
completely confident with this medium, in particular 
Facebook, I would like to think that we have slowly begun 
to turn this around.

One of the issues we face in the media, especially with 
newspapers, is that the news media tend to focus on an 
event and what it is trying to achieve, rather than what 
Zonta stands for. One of the chief complaints from our 
standpoint is that articles in many cases leave out any 
mention of the word Zonta. This is not an ideal outcome.

Having trained as a journalist, it is understandable, from 
my point of view. The job of the reporter is to report on 
the event, but some journalists tend to forget that their 
readers and/or audience may not know the background. 
This is of special relevance when reporting on Zonta Says 
No events. While the issue is important, Zonta’s role in the 
issue cannot be disregarded. 

Having access to social media and continuing to post on 
sites like Facebook in my opinion help raise the club’s 
profile and in the past year I have seen a number of posts 
from our members. Our clubs have taken the challenge 
and run with it. 

The reason I stress posts on social media is to keep 
pointing women to Zonta. Some of us have Facebook 
friends who are not Zontians. If just one of the posts we 
share on Facebook gets a response, however small, from 
one of our Facebook friends, then imagine what it could 
do if they share that post. 

Having said that, there have been a number of articles 
in the past year which have deservedly been in the 
spotlight. Having contacts within the media has also been 
an advantage as I have gained the support of a former 
colleague who is keen on getting more local stories. 

A few worthy of mention:

• Rotorua student Loren Skudder-Hill’s YWPA district 
award - article in the Daily Post

• Sarah-Michelle Washer - Jane M. Klausmanen 
international award - article in the Hamilton News

• Laurie Duncan - YWPA in Marlborough Midweek and 
Blenheim Sun.

• East Auckland club’s mentions in the Eastern Courier
• IWD breakfasts mentioned in various media
• Alannah Scott - previous Jane M. Klausman award 

winner features in Good Sorts segment on TV news
• Barbara Stewart (Rotorua) awarded QSM - article in 

Rotorua Daily Post
• Mana club’s involvement with Arohata Prison - featured 

on Radio NZ National Programme
• Clubs sharing their stories on the Zonta International 

website.

There are many more events which deserve highlighting, 
especially the Zonta Says No events around the country 
last year. 

As we head into the second year of the biennium, I would 
like to continue the momentum. Emphasis as always is on 
Post, Like, Share on social media. All clubs, if they have not 
done so already, need to elect someone to liaise with the 
District 16 PR Chair so we can continue to publicise Zonta 
events in the media. As always, I am happy to help with 
writing press releases. 

Leanne Warr 
Zonta Club of Manawatu
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Treasurer’s Reports -  
Zonta International D16

Draft Financial Statements Year Ended  31 May 2016 

Draft Financial Statements Year Ended 31 May 2017

Proposed Budget 2018 – 2020

Treasurer’s Report -  
Zonta International D16  
Charitable Trust
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Zonta International Conference 2017

88

Draft Financial Statements for Years Ended  
31 May 2016 and 31 May 2017

Subject ZI D16 Treasurer’s Report

Date 20 July 2017

To Zonta International District 16 Members

From Barbara Astill, D16 Treasurer 2016 - 2018

ZI D16 Treasurer’s Report

Financial Statements 31 May 2016 (FS Attachment 1)

The ZI D16 draft Financial Statements for the year ended 
31 May 2016 are attached 

Financial Statements 31 May 2017 (FS Attachment 2)

The ZI D16 draft Financial Statements for the year ended 
31 May 2017 are attached. The draft financial statements 
show a strong financial position. Key highlights include:

2017 Actual 2017 Budget Commentary

Income 33, 542 34, 859 ZI D16 Treasurer’s Report

Expenditure 17, 146 28, 705 Board/Directors expenses under budget, deposit not paid for  
International Convention and  accounting software not purchased. 
Unbudgeted  expenditure on History Project

Net Assets 97, 101 85, 725 Increase in net surplus

Recommendations: That ZI D16 members:

1. Note the financial statements of Zonta   
 International D16 Incorporated for the year ended  
 31 May 2016

2. Note the financial statements of Zonta   
 International D16 Incorporated for the year ended  
 31 May 2017 
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Zonta International District 16
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Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 May 2016
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ZONTA INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 16 INCORPORATED

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MAY 2016
2015

BUDGET
$

2015
ACTUAL

$

2016
ACTUAL

$

2016
BUDGET

$
INCOME

31,850 31,945 Membership Dues 32,456 31,850
1,029 784 New Members 506 1,029

32,879 32,729 32,962 32,879
OTHER INCOME

1,000 1,613 Interest Received 1,553 1,000
33,879 34,342 TOTAL INCOME 34,515 33,879

LESS EXPENSES
1,000 558 Administration 0 1,000
1,800 1,880 Accounts Review 239 1,800
3,000 1,125 Area Director Expenses and Travel 2,340 3,000
1,000 1,000 Awards 1,000 1,000
6,000 4,944 Board meetings 6,369 5,000
2,000 8,970 International Convention 8,104 10,000

0 0 National Conference 4,969 8,200
1,000 24 District chair expenses 66 500
3,500 3,948 District Governor’s Travel 4,082 3,500
2,000 1,764 District Lt. Governor’s Travel 1,345 2,000

750 356 Document storage and retrieval 413 750
400 411 Insurance 409 400
300 201 Sundry contingencies 171 300

3,000 7,322 PR/Website 2,264 3,000
100 0 Telephone and Directories 0 100
100 0 Telephone Board 0 100

25,950 32,503 TOTAL EXPENSES 31,771 41,140

7,929 1,839 NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 2,744 (7,271)
OTHER INCOME

0 1,321 Forum Proceeds (Refer Note 5) 3,211 0
0 60 Sale of Pins 124 0
0 1,381 TOTAL OTHER INCOME 3,335 0
0 0 OTHER EXPENSES 0 0

7,929 1,381 NET OTHER INCOME LESS 
EXPENSES

3,335 (7,271)

7,929 3,220 NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT) 6,079 (7,271)
0 218 Less Taxation 212 0

$7,929 $3,002 NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT) AFTER TAX $5,867 ($7,271)
This statement is to be read with the Reviewer’s Report and Notes to the Financial Statements.
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ZONTA INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 16 INCORPORATED

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MAY 2016

2016

$

2015

$
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
ASB Bank Ltd – 50 (Fastsaver Account) 8,348 8,224
ASB Bank Ltd – 00 (Current Account) 23,985 20,292
ASB Bank Ltd – 01 (Conference Account) 5,466 3,923
ANZ Conference Account 56 5,364
Prepayments – 2017 (2015) Conference 1,000 3782
Prepayments - Other 0 1354
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 38,855 42,939

NON CURRENT ASSETS
Investments
ASB Term Deposits 36,472 36,132
Charitable Trust Settlement 100 100
Governor’s Badge 595 595
Kakahu Cloak (Refer Note 1) 12,000 12,000
TOTAL INVESTMENTS 49,167 48,827

TOTAL ASSETS 88,022 91,766

LESS LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable 409 0
Accrued Expenses 2,300 5,620
Membership Dues Received in Advance 1,862 1,323
Conference income/advance 3,272 10,511
Reserve – Leadership 11 11
Proceeds from Wizard Women Sponsorship 433 1,433
Taxation Due 144 144
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 8,431 19,042

TOTAL LIABILITIES 8,431 19,042

NET ASSETS $79,591 $72,724

REPRESENTED BY:
Contingency Fund (Refer Note 5) 30,000 30,000
Organisation and Extension Fund (Refer Note 5) 9,882 6,671
Retained Earnings (Refer Note 5) 39,709 36,053
TOTAL EQUITY $79,591 $72,724

This statement is to be read with the Reviewer’s Report and Notes to the Financial Statements.
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ZONTA INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 16 INCORPORATED

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MAY 2016

1 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Reporting Entity
These are the financial statements of Zonta International District 16 Incorporated.  
Zonta International District 16 Incorporated is an incorporated society registered under 
the Incorporated Societies Act 1908.
Measurement Base
These financial statements of Zonta International District 16 Incorporated have been
prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting practice in New Zealand 
(NZ GAAP).
The financial statements of Zonta International District 16 Incorporated have been 
prepared on an historical cost basis.
The information is presented in New Zealand dollars.
The Kakahu Cloak is recorded at cost of $12,000.  An independent valuation was
obtained in September 2012 for insurance purposes and valued the cloak at $15,000.

2 REVIEW
These financial statements have been subject to a Review.

3 CONTINGENT LIABILITIES
At balance date there are no known contingent liabilities (2015 $0).  Zonta International 
District 16 Incorporated has not granted any securities in respect of liabilities payable 
by any other party whatsoever.

4 RELATED PARTIES
There were no related party transactions during the year under review.

5 MOVEMENT IN RESERVES
2016

$
2015

$
CONTINGENCY FUND
Opening Balance 30,000 30,000
Transfer from Retained Earnings 0 0
Closing Balance $30,000 $30,000

ORGANISATION AND EXTENSION FUND
Opening Balance 6,671 5,165
Forum Proceeds for Period 3,211 1,506
Payments to support Clubs 0 0
Closing Balance $9,882 $6,671

RETAINED EARNINGS
Opening Equity 36,053 33,372
Surplus/(Deficit) for the year 5,867 3,002

41,920 36,374
Transfer to Organisation and Extension Fund 
(Forum Proceeds)

(3,211) (1,321)

Transfer from Wizard Women Sponsorship 1,000 1,000
Balance to be carried forward $39,709 $36,053

6 | P a g e S u b j e c t  t o  R e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  a t  A G M  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7

Financial statements subject to Review and to be approved at AGM in September 2017.
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Draft Budget  
2016 - 2018 Biennium

Subject Proposed D16 Budget and Dues 2018-2020 
Biennium

Date 11 July 2017 

To Zonta International District 16 Clubs

From Barbara Astill, D16 Treasurer 2016 - 2018 

Proposed ZI District 16 Budget and Dues  
2018-2020 Biennium

Attached is the proposed budget for the 2018-2020 
biennium. It has been prepared based on the following 
assumptions:

If the remit regarding Young Professional Membership is 
not passed then an increase in District Dues of $3.00 will 
be recommended

If the remit regarding Young Professional Membership is 
passed then an increase in District Dues of $5.00 (and 
$2.50 for Young Professionals) will be recommended.

The District Dues were last increased from $45.00 to 
$49.00 at the 2013 Conference.

Membership numbers are budgeted at 660 of which 
30 are budgeted as being eligible for the “Young 
Professional” membership category. 

Sponsorship has been secured from Kepa Financial 
Services which allows the District to give an award of 
$1000.00 to the recipient of the Jane M Klausman Women 
in Business Scholarship and the Young Woman in Public 
Affairs Award.

Unfortunately, interest income has reduced due to an 
overall drop in interest rates.

Most costs are in line with previous years. However, the 
cost of insuring the Kakahu continues to rise, particularly 
when it is taken overseas to Convention. There has also 
been an allowance of $100 for the travel expenses of 
each of the Vice Area Directors. The proposed move to 
Xero or another accounting system has been deferred.

It is anticipated there will be some additional costs 
associated with travel for the District Board to the 
Australasian Conference in 2019, however it is proposed 
that these costs will be met from retained earnings and will 
not be an additional cost to Clubs. 

The District 16 Board has approved the proposed budget 
and increase in District Dues for the 2018 -2020 biennium.

Depending on the outcome of the remit regarding Young 
Professionals:

MOTION

That the District 16 Dues for the 2018-2020 biennium be 
set at $52.00 per member for the full year (from 1 June) 
and $26.00 for the half year (from 1 December) Or

MOTION 

That the District 16 Dues for the 2018-2020 biennium be 
set at $54.00 per member for the full year (from 1 June) 
and $27.00 for the half year (from 1 December).

Proposed: Barbara Astill, District 16 Treasurer 2016-2018 
Seconded: District 16 Board
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Zonta International District 16 Incorporated
Proposed Budget for the two years ending 31 May 2020 - Option one -Dues Increase of $3.00
NOTE: Two years
Total Budget Budget Budget Actual Budget Budget Total
Biennium Biennium Biennium Biennium 2015- 2016 2018-2019 2019-2020 Biennium
2010-2012 2012-2014 2014-2106 2016-2018 from draft accounts 2018-2010

  
REVENUE FOR BIENNIUM   

57239 66150 63700 65660  Membership Dues 32456 32340 32340 64680
1517 1890 2058 2058  New Members Dues 506 1029 1029 2058

 Sponsorship 0 2000 2000 4000
2650 4000 2000 2000  Interest 1553 500 500 1000

61406 72040 67758 69718  TOTAL REVENUE 34515 35869 35869 71738

 BUDGETED EXPENSES 
 Board Meetings 

2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting One  2000 2000
2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting Two 2000 2000
2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting Three  2000 2000
2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting Four  2000 2000

 Meeting Five as part of Conference 0
2500 2500 500 2000  Meeting Six  2000 2000
2500 2500 2500 2500  Meeting Seven 2500 2500

15000 15000 11000 12500  Total Board Meetings 6369 6000 6500 12500

District 16 Conference
2500 2500 2100 2100  Air fares/Travel  2100 2100
2880 2880 2400 2400  Accommodation (3 nights) 2400 2400
2000 2000 2000 2000  Registration 2000 2000

1200 1200  ZI Representative 1200 1200
500 500  Zonta Women of the Biennium 500 500

7380 7380 8200 8200  Total Conference Expenses 4969 0 8200 8200

10900 12000 12000 12000  Convention 8104 4200 7800 12000
  

7000 7000 7000 7600  Governor - Travel & Expenses 4082 3800 3800 7600
2000 4000 4000 4000  Lt Governor - Travel & Expenses 1345 2000 2000 4000

1000 1000 1000  Treasurer - Travel 500 500 1000
 Secretary 0
 Parliamentarian 0

  Area Director Travel & Expenses: 0
4000 6000 6000 6000  Areas 1 - 5 2340 3500 3500 7000

   
1000 1000 1000 1000  District Chairmen Expenses 66 500 500 1000

24900 31000 31000 31600 15937 14500 18100 32600
 

2000 2000 2000 2000  Zonta Awards (JMK and YWPA) 1000 2000 2000 4000
 Other Expenses 

1800 3000 3600 3600  Accounts Review D16 & Charitable Trust 239 1800 1800 3600
4800 4000 2000 1600  Administration (stationery, postage etc.) 800 800 1600

 1200  Accounting software 0
960 1500 1500 1500  Document Storage & retrieval 413 750 750 1500
800 800 800 860  Insurance 409 1456 726 2182
600 600 600 600  Sundry Contingencies 171 600 600 1200
200 200 200 Telephone Board 0
400 200 200 50  Telephone Directory Listings 0

3000  Website 2264 1500 1500 3000
2440 6000 6000 3000  Public Relations 1500 1500 3000

12000 16300 14900 15410  Total Other Expenses 3496 8406 7676 16082
61280 71680 67100 69710  TOTAL EXPENSES 31771 30906 42476 73382

126 360 658 8  SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 2744 4963 -6607 -1644
 

Note 2 1980 1980 3960
Note 3

 
SURPLUS/DEFICIT 6943 -4627 2316

 
Notes  
1. If 30 of members are Young Professionals and pay half District Dues
2. If Conference agrees to $3.00 increase in Dues
3.If Conference agrees to remit re Young Professionals and an increase in Dues of $5.00 for full members and $2.50 for Young Professionals

100



Zonta International District 16 Incorporated
Proposed Budget for the two years ending 31 May 2020 Option two - Dues increase of $5.00
NOTE:Two years Total
Total Budget Budget Budget Actual Alternative (Note 1) Biennium
Biennium Biennium Biennium Biennium 2015- 2016 2018-2019 2019-2020 2018-2020
2010-2012 2012-2014 2014-2106 2016-2018 from draft accounts

 
REVENUE FOR BIENNIUM

57239 66150 63700 65660  Membership Dues 32456 31605 31605 63210
1517 1890 2058 2058  New Members Dues 506 1029 1029 2058

 Sponsorship 0 2000 2000 4000
2650 4000 2000 2000  Interest 1553 500 500 1000

61406 72040 67758 69718  TOTAL REVENUE 34515 35134 35134 70268

 BUDGETED EXPENSES 
 Board Meetings 

2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting One  2000 2000
2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting Two 2000 2000
2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting Three  2000 2000
2500 2500 2000 2000  Meeting Four  2000 2000

 Meeting Five as part of Conference 0
2500 2500 500 2000  Meeting Six  2000 2000
2500 2500 2500 2500  Meeting Seven 2500 2500

15000 15000 11000 12500  Total Board Meetings 6369 6000 6500 12500

District 16 Conference
2500 2500 2100 2100  Air fares/Travel  2100 2100
2880 2880 2400 2400  Accommodation (3 nights) 2400 2400
2000 2000 2000 2000  Registration 2000 2000

1200 1200  ZI Representative 1200 1200
500 500  Zonta Women of the Biennium 500 500

7380 7380 8200 8200  Total Conference Expenses 4969 0 8200 8200

10900 12000 12000 12000  Convention 8104 4200 7800 12000
  

7000 7000 7000 7600  Governor - Travel & Expenses 4082 3800 3800 7600
2000 4000 4000 4000  Lt Governor - Travel & Expenses 1345 2000 2000 4000

1000 1000 1000  Treasurer - Travel 500 500 1000
 Secretary 0
 Parliamentarian 0

  Area Director Travel & Expenses: 0
4000 6000 6000 6000  Areas 1 - 5 2340 3500 3500 7000

   
1000 1000 1000 1000  District Chairmen Expenses 66 500 500 1000

24900 31000 31000 31600 15937 14500 18100 32600
 

2000 2000 2000 2000  Zonta Awards (JMK and YWPA) 1000 2000 2000 4000
 Other Expenses 

1800 3000 3600 3600  Accounts Review D16 & Charitable Trust 239 1800 1800 3600
4800 4000 2000 1600  Administration (stationery, postage etc.) 800 800 1600

 1200  Accounting software 0
960 1500 1500 1500  Document Storage & retrieval 413 750 750 1500
800 800 800 860  Insurance 409 1456 726 2182
600 600 600 600  Sundry Contingencies 171 600 600 1200
200 200 200 Telephone Board 0
400 200 200 50  Telephone Directory Listings 0

3000  Website 2264 1500 1500 3000
2440 6000 6000 3000  Public Relations 1500 1500 3000

12000 16300 14900 15410  Total Other Expenses 3496 8406 7676 16082
61280 71680 67100 69710  TOTAL EXPENSES 31771 30906 42476 73382

126 360 658 8  SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 2744 4228 -7342 -3114

Note 2
Note 3 3225 3225 6450

SURPLUS/DEFICIT 7453 -4117 3336
Notes
1. If 30 of members are Young Professionals and pay half District Dues
2. If Conference agrees to $3.00 increase in Dues
3.If Conference agrees to remit re Young Professionals and an increase in Dues of $5.00 for full members and $2.50 for Young Professionals
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Reviewed Financial Statements for the Year 
Ended 31 May 2016 and Draft Financial 
Statements for the Year 31 May 2017 for the 
Zonta International D16 Charitable Trust 

Subject ZI D16 Charitable Trust Report 

Date 20 July 2017

To Zonta International District 16 Members

From Barbara Astill, D16 Charitable Trust Treasurer 
2016 - 2018

ZI D16 Charitable Trust Report 2016-2017

The ZI D16 Charitable Trust continues to receive good 
support from the members in D16.

Donations to the Trust were $16,071 in 2016 and $8,440 in 
2017. As is the usual practice donations are higher in the 
year in which a Conference is held.

The reviewed financial statements to the year ended 31 
May 2016 are attached as CT Attachment 1 and the draft 
financial statements to the year ended 31 May 2017 are 
attached as CT Attachment 2.

Recommendations 

That ZI D16 members:

1. Note the report and the financial statements of the  
 ZI D16 Charitable Trust for the year ended 31 May  
 2016

2. Note the report and the financial statements of the  
 ZI D16 Charitable Trust for the year ended 31 May  
 2017  
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Slate of Candidates for District 16 2018 - 2020 

Nominations
For all roles except Nominating Committee, elect one:

 
Role Member Club

Governor Cumming, Souella Wellington

Lt. Governor Kirby, Desirae Rotorua

Treasurer Astill, Barbara             East Auckland

Area 1 Director     Coe, Margaret Auckland North Shore

Area 1 Vice Area Director    Heather Wellington Whangarei

Area 2 Director         Gartner, Carolina Mana

Area 2 Vice Area Director         McKinlay Birkin, Jen Wellington

Area 3 Director Jacobs, Phillippa Christchurch Canterbury

Area 3 Vice Area Director         Moffat, Cheryl Christchurch South

Area 4 Director Skedgwell, Helen Hamilton-Waikato

Area 4 Vice Area Director         McIntosh,Gail Tauranga

Area 5 Director         Jordan, Alison Timaru

Area 5 Vice Area Director        Trengrove, Cailleen Oamaru

Nominating Committee - three to be elected, highest polled elected chair

• Irene McPherson  Whangarei
• Helen Carter   Timaru
• Agnes White   Christchurch North
• Jan Pearson    Wellington
• Philippa Nixon  Wanganui
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Candidates’ Profiles

District 16 Governer

Goals for the role
As a committed Zontian I’m keen to promote Zonta’s 
reputation as a leader in advocating for the rights of 
women and girls. Since joining Zonta Wellington in 
2006 I have been actively engaged at Club, District and 
International level. My time as Lt. Governor has given me a 
hands-on appreciation of both the strength of our member 
based organisation and the challenges facing a member 
organisation in the 21st century. In addition to advocacy, 
membership is a key issue - growth is critical to enable 
us to do more with the resources we have.  As Governor, 
I will work closely with the D16 Board to increase Zonta’s 
credibility and visibility, and enhance the reputation of 
Zonta in New Zealand as the preeminent organisation 
focused on preventing violence and empowering women 
and girls.  It would be a privilege to serve as Governor to 
further the goals of Zonta nationally and internationally.

Other Community Activities
I have a number of not for profit roles including my role as 
Deputy Chancellor of the St John New Zealand’s Priory 
Trust Board and Chair of the Audit and Risk Committee. 

I am supported in my work and community activities by my 
husband, Brian, and son, Timothy.

Civic, community and professional
I am a partner with KPMG New Zealand specialising in 
governance, risk management and assurance services. 
I lead KPMG New Zealand’s Consulting practice and 
head KPMG New Zealand’s Government practice.  I work 
extensively with public sector organisations and also in the 
not for profit sector.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Wellington.

Candidate: Souella Cumming
Zonta Club: Wellington
Business/Profession: Accounting/Consulting 
Years of Zonta Service: 11
Present Zonta Positions: Lt Governor
Club:  
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions: International Finance Committee Chair 2012-2014 and 2014-16
Club:   
Area/District: 2010-2012 District 16 Parliamentarian 2012-2014 and 2014-2016 District 16 Treasurer
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Candidate: Souella Cumming
Zonta Club: Wellington
Business/Profession: Accounting/Consulting 
Years of Zonta Service: 11
Present Zonta Positions: Lt Governor
Club:  
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions: International Finance Committee Chair 2012-2014 and 2014-16
Club:   
Area/District: 2010-2012 District 16 Parliamentarian 2012-2014 and 2014-2016 District 16 Treasurer

Candidates’ Profiles

District 16 Lt Governor

Goals for the role
Zonta affords me the opportunity to advocate for the rights 
of women and girls with like-minded friends.  A growing 
and increasingly diverse membership is vital to provide the 
people and financial resources we need to continue our 
work.  I have always believed that it is the responsibility 
(and pleasure) of every member to share the gift of Zonta.  
My goals for the role include:

• Building on the current ZI focus to engage and retain 
existing members by encouraging them to develop 
new skills and by questioning and refreshing the 
projects we undertake.

• Increasing awareness of the ZI membership tools 
available to aid recruitment.

• Working closely with the Governor and District Board/
Chairman to maximize every opportunity to raise our 
profile and invite others to join us.

• Challenging every member to ‘Walk the Talk’ when it 
comes to increasing our age and diversity profiles.

I would be honoured to serve as your Lieutenant 
Governor and continue to contribute my enthusiasm and 
experience to our District.

Other Community Activities
I am the Research Manager for an environmental research 
programme at Oji Fibre Solutions - formerly Carter Holt 
Harvey.  Previously, I was Sub-Dean - Faculty of Science, 
Engineering & Health (Central Qld University).   I am 
currently the national chairman of Appita (Australian and 
New Zealand Pulp & Paper Industry Technical Association) 
and was the first female President of Engineers Australia - 
Burnett Regional Group.

Civic, community and professional
I have served on the boards of various community 
organisations in areas including education, environment 
and domestic violence prevention services.  I believe 
that Zonta’s commitment to eliminating violence against 
women is our most important goal.

Other non-Zonta activities
Pilates, gardening, fishing on Rotorua’s lakes  
with husband Neale. 

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Rotorua.

Candidate: Desirae Kirby
Zonta Club: Rotorua
Business/Profession: Chemical Engineer
Years of Zonta Service: 25
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Membership Committee
Area/District: 2016-18 Parliamentarian, Chair Bylaws and Resolutions Committee.
Past Zonta Positions:
Club: 1998-2000 President ZC of Bundaberg, District 24.  1992-present:  Various roles in 

Rotorua and Bundaberg clubs including. Secretary, Committee Chairman (Advocacy, 
Status of Women Service, Public Relations, and Membership). 

Area/District: 2000-2002 Area 4 Director, District 24 (Qld, NSW, ACT).  2014-2016 District 
Parliamentarian & Bylaws & Resolutions Chairman
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Candidates’ Profiles

District 16 Treasurer

Goals for the role
In my role as Treasurer, I will ensure that I maintain 
excellent stewardship of all District 16 funds and that all 
accounting and reporting requirements are carried out in a 
timely manner.

I will support the District Governor and the Board and give 
advice on any financial matters as required.

My duties will also include preparation of a District budget 
in conjunction with the District Governor and Board.

Civic, community and professional
I am a Chartered Accountant and I was in public practice 
for thirty years. My daughter has now taken over my 
practice leaving me free to spend time in my two Private 
Training Establishments offering mainly second chance 
education to students studying to be chefs and security 
guards.

Other non-Zonta activities
Board Chair, Totara Hospice, South Auckland 

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of East Auckland 

Candidate: Barbara Astill
Zonta Club: East Auckland
Business/Profession: Chartered Accountant
Years of Zonta Service: 26
Present Zonta Positions: 2016-2018 District 16 Treasurer
Club:  
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President, Vice President, Director
Area/District:
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Candidate: Barbara Astill
Zonta Club: East Auckland
Business/Profession: Chartered Accountant
Years of Zonta Service: 26
Present Zonta Positions: 2016-2018 District 16 Treasurer
Club:  
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President, Vice President, Director
Area/District:

Candidates’ Profiles

Area 1 Director

Goals for the role
Have every club in Area 1 increase membership by 10% 
each year in the next biennium.

Raise the profile of Zonta in Area 1 by having lots of photo 
ops of Zonta people in action; in local newspapers and on 
Facebook

Civic, community and professional
• Member of Forest & Bird
• Member of Greenpeace
• Member of Amnesty International
• Member of the (International) Metabolomics Society.

Other non-Zonta activities
Keen gardener.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Auckland North Shore

Candidate: Margaret Coe
Zonta Club: Auckland North Shore
Business/Profession: Scientist
Years of Zonta Service: 5
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: President
Area/District:      
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: Advocacy Chair
Area/District:
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Candidates’ Profiles

Vice Area 1 Director

Goals for the role
Offer support and share the load with the Area 1 Director 
to assist clubs to build relationships with each other to 
encourage sharing of ideas and information, activities and 
resources. Consolidate and strengthen each club to value 
their member’s different skills and abilities. To be proud of 
our International Projects. Have fun as women doing good 
things together.

Other Community Activities
• Board Member Winston Churchill Memorial Trust
• Chair Positive Living Promotions and Young Adults 

Power project
• Campaign Chair Nicky Wagner MP Christchurch 

Central
• Affiliate member Governance NZ

Other non-Zonta activities
• Glenbervie Oral Heritage 
• NZ Underwater Heritage
• NZ Archaeology Society

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Whangarei. 

Candidate: Heather Wellington
Zonta Club: Whangarei
Business/Profession: Events Co-ordinator
Years of Zonta Service: 9
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  Co-President
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President
Area/District:
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Candidate: Heather Wellington
Zonta Club: Whangarei
Business/Profession: Events Co-ordinator
Years of Zonta Service: 9
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  Co-President
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President
Area/District:

Candidates’ Profiles

Area 2 Director 
Carolina Gartner

Goals for the role
• Provide leadership to Area 2 by being the unifying link 

and conduit between Zonta Club Presidents and the 
District Board.

• Provide support, maintain contact with, and provide 
advice to Area 2 Club Presidents

• Encourage communication and sharing of information 
between the Area 2 clubs

• Overview Area 2 Club’s performance via their quarterly 
reports

• Create an environment of inclusiveness by visiting 
each Club

• Report to the Governor and District Board as required.

Other Community Activities
• Own HR consultancy (www.peopleandsolutionz.co.nz); 

work part-time with small businesses and not for 
profits. 

• 35-year career in the Australian and NZ public sectors, 
mainly in Senior Executive/ Leadership roles. 

• Extensive governance experience and training 
spanning 15 years

Civic, community and professional
• Member, Board of Trustees Skylight Trust (www.

skylight.org.nz) for 6 years (current)
• Chair, Deputy Chair and Member, Board of Trustees 

Mary Potter Hospice (2003-2011)
• Board of Trustees Youthline Wellington (2011-2013)
• Committee member Plimmerton Residents Association 

(2016-17)
• Committee member Mana Arts Society (2015 – current)
• Member HR Institute NZ
• Past member Institute of Directors NZ

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Mana

Candidate: Carolina Gartner
Zonta Club: Mana
Business/Profession: HR Consultant
Years of Zonta Service: 4
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: President
Area/District:
Past Zonta Positions:
Club: Vice President, Newsletter editor
Area/District:
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Candidates’ Profiles

Vice Area 2 Director 
Jen McKinlay-Birkin

Goals for the role
I want to make to world a better place for my gorgeous 
god daughters, who are growing up in New Plymouth. The 
issues young women face in New Zealand can sometimes 
seem overwhelming, but the service and advocacy work 
that is being done by Zonta Clubs in Area 2 helps me 
focus on specific tasks that are achievable.

As a member of the Zonta Club of Wellington, I understand 
the importance of working together with other clubs in our 
area. For example, our club runs the YWPA award each 
year with the Mana Club. Members of the club also work 
together on advocacy projects with other Area 2 Clubs.

Since completing my term as President of the Wellington 
Club, I have continued to actively support the presidents 
that have followed me. I aim to support the Area 2 
Presidents and the Area 2 Director in this new role

Civic, community and professional
In my professional life, I am a client manager and quality 
systems auditor in the health and disability sector.

Other non-Zonta activities
I’m involved in a social walking group which meets every 
weekend and I take part in annual half-marathons. I’m a 
quilter and life-long sewer. I love reading.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Wellington.

Candidate: Jen McKinlay-Birkin
Zonta Club: Wellington
Business/Profession: Client Manager /Quality Auditor Health Sector
Years of Zonta Service: 15
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Chair Advocacy Committee 
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions: Club and Board Secretary, President
Club:
Area/District:
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Candidate: Jen McKinlay-Birkin
Zonta Club: Wellington
Business/Profession: Client Manager /Quality Auditor Health Sector
Years of Zonta Service: 15
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Chair Advocacy Committee 
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions: Club and Board Secretary, President
Club:
Area/District:

Candidates’ Profiles

Area 3 Director 
Phillippa Jacobs

Goals for the role
Grow membership in Area 3. Support each club to use 
social media to grow membership.

My personal motto is ‘many hands make light work’. We 
can get more women involved to help speak for those 
who need to have a difference made to their lives, where 
they can’t speak for themselves or just need a hand 
reached out to them.

Other Community Activities
• President BNI Member 13 years
• Chair Business Chicks (Business Women’s Support 

Group) 12 years
• NZ Business Mentors 3 years
• Business Brains (monthly Marketing Group) Chair

Other non-Zonta activities
Mountain biking Travelling, Socialising, Helping others.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Christchurch Canterbury

Candidate: Phillippa Jacobs
Zonta Club: Christchurch Canterbury
Business/Profession: CEO Founder Pinnacle & Co
Years of Zonta Service: 10
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Chair Z Club
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club:  President
Area/District:  District 16 Z Clubs Chair



129

Candidates’ Profiles

Vice Area 3 Director 
Cheryl Moffatt

Goals for the role
As a new role, I want to work with the Area Director to 
support clubs. I’m interested in developing practical ways 
clubs can be more prominent in Advocacy.

Civic, community and professional
A member Volunteering Canterbury.  Fellow Fundraising 
Institute of NZ. Fundraising Institute Ethics committee. 
Southern Regional Manager Coast Guard.

Other non-Zonta activities
Sunday ladies’ tennis group.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Christchurch South.

Candidate: Cheryl Moffat
Zonta Club: Christchurch South
Business/Profession: Not for Profit Manager
Years of Zonta Service: 3
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Facebook Manager
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President   Treasurer
Area/District:
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Candidate: Cheryl Moffat
Zonta Club: Christchurch South
Business/Profession: Not for Profit Manager
Years of Zonta Service: 3
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Facebook Manager
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President   Treasurer
Area/District:

Candidates’ Profiles

Area 4 Director

Goals for the role
I have been involved in Zonta Hamilton-Waikato for 
the past 7 years serving on the Board of our club in 
various capacities such as Treasurer and President and 
Membership for at least 6 of those.  I have attended 
numerous Area meetings and two D16 Conferences 
during this time.  I am looking to broaden my participation 
in Zonta and as I was called upon, enthusiastically agreed 
to put myself forward for the Area 4 Director role.

Area 4 is a small area of only four clubs but Area 4 is 
extremely active and every club and member is fully 
committed to promoting Zonta and its vision.

If elected I look forward to meeting and working with 
fellow Zontians to promote the vision and mission of 
Zonta not only throughout our Area but throughout New 
Zealand.

I envision D16 being united in promoting the message 
of Zonta Says No and combining our efforts to achieve 
national recognition.

Other non-Zonta activities
My husband Roy and I have been married for 31 years.  I 
have two step-children and we are expecting our first 
grandchild in September of this year.  We enjoy following 
All Black rugby and have attended two World Cups 
and numerous test matches over the years.  We enjoy 
travelling and have travelled numerous times to various 
parts of Europe over the past 10 years.  Prior to travelling 
overseas, we made sure we had travelled extensively in 
New Zealand first.

We look forward to continuing our exploration of all the 
nooks and crannies of New Zealand in future years. I 
enjoy hosting family and friends and using them as guinea 
pigs when I try out new recipes.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Hamilton-Waikato

Candidate: Helen Skedgwell 
Zonta Club: Hamilton- Waikato
Business/Profession: Financial Advisor
Years of Zonta Service: 7
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Treasurer
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club:  President, Treasurer
Area/District:
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Candidates’ Profiles

Vice Area 4 Director

Goals for the role
Support the Area 4 Director. Attend club meetings. Assist 
the D16 Board.

Civic, community and professional
• Local Body Politician 
• NCW Treasurer

Other non-Zonta activities
Bridge Player.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Tauranga

Candidate: Gail McIntosh
Zonta Club: Tauranga
Business/Profession: Chartered Accountant Local Body Politician
Years of Zonta Service: 20
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:    
Club: Tauranga-Treasurer, President. Thames Member
Area/District:
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Candidate: Gail McIntosh
Zonta Club: Tauranga
Business/Profession: Chartered Accountant Local Body Politician
Years of Zonta Service: 20
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:    
Club: Tauranga-Treasurer, President. Thames Member
Area/District:

Candidates’ Profiles

Area 5 Director

Goals for the role
Increase membership and encourage members to stand 
for club and District. Support clubs and initiate new clubs 
in the Area.

Support clubs and Presidents and attend at least one 
meeting per club. Support Projects.

Other Community Activities 
Meals on Wheels

Civic, community and professional
Art group –help out at small gallery I help to run. 

Other non-Zonta activities
Music group at Church. Scottish Country Dancing. Wine 
Club Interests.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Timaru

Candidate: Alison Jordan
Zonta Club: Timaru
Business/Profession: Retired
Years of Zonta Service:  28
Present Zonta Positions:  
Club:  
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President (twice), Secretary
Area/District: SOW International Projects Co-ordinator 2002-2004
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Candidates’ Profiles

Vice Area 5 Director

Goals for the role
Enhance the work of the Area Director. Support her with 
travel and fill in when she is unable to attend meetings. 
Oamaru is the centre of the Area. As a charter member of 
the club I want to share my enthusiasm and Knowledge of 
Zonta.

Civic, community and professional
Waitaki Turnaround Board Member - Restorative Justice 
Process to give minor offenders a chance to turn their 
lives around and build bridges with their victims.

Other non-Zonta activities
Children, Grandchildren and Travel

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Oamaru

Candidate: Cailleen Trengrove
Zonta Club: Oamaru
Business/Profession: Real Estate Sales Consultant
Years of Zonta Service: 8
Present Zonta Positions:  
Club: Chair Publicity
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President (twice), Chair International
Area/District:
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Candidate: Cailleen Trengrove
Zonta Club: Oamaru
Business/Profession: Real Estate Sales Consultant
Years of Zonta Service: 8
Present Zonta Positions:  
Club: Chair Publicity
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President (twice), Chair International
Area/District:

Candidates’ Profiles

Nominating Committee

Goals for the role
Ensure an excellent selection of candidates so clubs can 
select a successful District Board

Other Community Activities 
Run a small business with my husband

Civic, community and professional
Work with my husband with his involvement with Lions

Other non-Zonta activities
Trekking in NZ.   Keeping fit by going to the gym.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Whangarei

Candidate: Irene McPherson
Zonta Club: Whangarei
Business/Profession: Self Employed   Company Director
Years of Zonta Service: 17
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  
Area/District: 2016-2018 Area1 Director
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President, Secretary, Project Chair, Fellowship Chair, SOM Chair
Area/District: 2013 District Conference Secretary  
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Candidates’ Profiles

Nominating Committee

Goals for the role
Should I be elected to the nominating committee, I 
will take every opportunity to encourage and inform 
enthusiastic and capable Zonta members that I meet 
about the various District leadership positions.

I will encourage these skilled Zonta members to accept 
the challenge to ‘step up to serve’ the 2018-2020 District 
16 Board should they be asked. 

Through my past role as D16 Service Chair and current 
role as Area 5 Director, I have been able to attend other 
D16 Area meetings and visit Clubs which has enabled me 
to meet many capable enthusiastic Zontians.

Civic, community and professional
• Parish Clerk – Timaru Presbyterian Parish
• Chairman – Mountain View Village Trust (Retirement 

Village for active retirees)
• Board member -  Alpine Presbytery Mission Fund 

(Waitaki to the top of the South Island)
• Coordinator – TPP Rhythm Kids
• Committee member – Aoraki Settling In Collective (A 

Presbyterian Support South Canterbury initiative for 
Migrants)

• Member of National Council of Women South 
Canterbury Branch

Other non-Zonta activities
A regular musician for church services.

I enjoy walking, gardening, reading, singing, travelling, 
food and wine along with being an absolute devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother and friend.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Timaru

Candidate: Helen Carter
Zonta Club: Timaru
Business/Profession: Retired Real Estate and Property Manager
Years of Zonta Service: 15
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  
Area/District: 2016-2018 Area 5 Director
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President, Secretary, Status of Women, Fundraising
Area/District: 2014-2016 District Service Chair
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Candidate: Helen Carter
Zonta Club: Timaru
Business/Profession: Retired Real Estate and Property Manager
Years of Zonta Service: 15
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  
Area/District: 2016-2018 Area 5 Director
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President, Secretary, Status of Women, Fundraising
Area/District: 2014-2016 District Service Chair

Candidates’ Profiles

Nominating Committee

Goals for the role
I have had a long and enjoyable association with Zonta 
and believe passionately in ensuring that the future 
leaders in our organisation are selected and supported 
with care.

My primary goal should I be selected on this committee 
would be to ensure the selection of capable and enduring 
leaders for our future. The principles and foundations of 
Zonta need to be passed on to the successors of our 
organisation, thus preserving what our previous and 
current members have worked so hard to achieve.

My secondary goal would be to share through mentoring 
the knowledge, passion and enthusiasm that I have 
gained from my association with Zonta and ensure it is 
passed on to those future leaders.

Other Community Activities 
• AREINZ – Real Estate Industry
• Member of REINZ
• Member of Governance New Zealand
• Member of Women on Boards
• Member of Christchurch Bridge Club
• Member of Waitikiri Golf Club

Candidate: Agnes White
Zonta Club: Christchurch North
Business/Profession: Property Manager & Real Estate Sales
Years of Zonta Service: 25
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Board Member
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President, Board Member, Committee Chair – Fundraising, Fellowship,  

Status of Women, Secretary
Area/District: 2004-2006 District 16 Co-Chair Status of Women Committee  

2008-2010 District 16 Nominating Committee 
2012-2014 Area 3 Director 
2012-2014 District 16 Board Member

Other non-Zonta activities
My family, including 7 grandchildren and friends are a very 
important part of my life. I enjoy travelling, gardening, food, 
wine, walking and trying to keep fit

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Christchurch North
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Candidates’ Profiles

Nominating Committee

Goals for the role
I would like to be able to encourage Zontians who 
I feel are enthusiastic and passionate about Zonta, 
into stepping-up into leadership roles within our D16. 
Throughout my term as Service Chair, I have met some 
amazing and capable women within all the Clubs who I 
feel would be extremely capable to fill the next biennium’s 
slate of candidates.

Civic, community and professional 
Outside my life in Zonta I teach part-time in a primary 
school focusing mainly on children with special needs.  I 
also have the privilege of helping people farewell their 
loved ones through my role as a Funeral Celebrant. I am 
also involved with various roles in the church my husband 
and I attend.

Other non-Zonta activities
Spending time with our family and little grandchildren, 
gardening, working on our lifestyle block, reading and am 
presently helping my husband in building a little cottage 
on our property for renting out as a BnB stay.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Wanganui.

Candidate: Philippa Nixon
Zonta Club: Wanganui
Business/Profession: Funeral Celebrant, Teacher
Years of Zonta Service: 10
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  
Area/District: 2016-2018 District 16 Service Chair  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President
Area/District: 2014-2016 District Service Chair
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Candidate: Philippa Nixon
Zonta Club: Wanganui
Business/Profession: Funeral Celebrant, Teacher
Years of Zonta Service: 10
Present Zonta Positions:
Club:  
Area/District: 2016-2018 District 16 Service Chair  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President
Area/District: 2014-2016 District Service Chair

Candidates’ Profiles

Nominating Committee

Goals for the role
• To uphold the objectives of Zonta International
• To utilise my experience in education and health 

management and governance roles to ensure the 
future strength of District 16 

• To ensure the most suitable candidates are nominated 
for District 16 leadership roles

Civic, community and professional
Deputy Chair Quit Group Trust that supports Tobacco 
Control in New Zealand

Treasurer Second Chance Group that holds an annual 
clothing sale to raise funds for second chance education 
for women

Convenor of the Public Health Association Policy 
Committee, that develops national evidence based 
policies

Member of the Central Cancer Network Governance 
Board and Member of the Central Cancer Network 
Consumer Group, that advocates for cancer consumers.

Candidate: Jan Pearson
Zonta Club: Wellington
Business/Profession: Public Health Advocate
Years of Zonta Service: 10
Present Zonta Positions:
Club: Archivist, Convenor Science Committee
Area/District:  
Past Zonta Positions:  
Club: President, Membership Chair
Area/District:

Other non-Zonta activities
Road cycling, Grand parenting and extended family 
supporter and carer. Retired from paid employment and 
engaging in active travel.

Nominated by
Members of the Zonta Club of Wellington
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Zonta Information 

Club Charter Dates 

Club Charter

Auckland  November 15, 1965

Wellington May 19, 1969

Hamilton-Waikato November 2, 1970

Christchurch-Canterbury November 24, 1970

Dunedin December 22, 1970

Hawkes Bay June 5, 1973

Whangarei June 26, 1973

Rotorua July 25, 1973

Manawatu August 13, 1975

Auckland West February 24, 1976

Christchurch North June 29, 1977

South Auckland July 7, 1977

Mana July 3, 1979

Auckland North Shore August 13, 1979

Christchurch South September 6, 1979

Wanganui October 28, 1980

East Auckland July 27, 1987

Tauranga September 7, 1988

Timaru July 5, 1989

Hibiscus Coast December 13, 1989

Waimakariri May 29, 1991

Thames Valley January 21, 1992

Hatea-Whangarei August 3, 1993

Ashburton January 24, 1994

Marlborough June 13, 1995

Metropolitan Dunedin August 28, 1997

Oamaru January 16, 2008

Mangawhai June 1, 2010
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Zonta Information 

Delegates and Alternates  

Club Delegate Alternate Proxy

Ashburton Stephanie Butchard 
Robin Kilworth

Sue Prowse

Auckland Lyn Amos Irene King

Auckland North Shore Margaret Coe Roxanne Shaw

Auckland West Mike Stone Denise Hepworth

Christchurch- Canterbury Andrea Haberfield 
Lois Russell

Clare Martin

Christchurch North Billie Watmuff Nicki Leslie

Christchurch South Margaret Currie Sue Clark

Dunedin-Otago Marie Thompson Fiona Hulyer

East Auckland Eleanor Moonie

Hamilton-Waikato Alison Watkins Gwenda Pennington

Hatea Whangarei Susan Ogle Eleanor Moonie *NB*

Hawkes Bay Nikola Bass Rizwaana Latiff

Hibiscus Coast Linda Braithwaite Cathy McConnell

Mana Carolina Gartner Barbara Thompson

Manawatu Jill O’Brien Audrey Larsen

Mangawhai Sue Poynter Isobel Hollis

Marlborough Clare Pinder Bridget Orman

Metropolitan Dunedin Sarah Hydes Dorothy Jacobsen

Oamaru Carole Wood Hilary Bishop

Rotorua Sierra de la Croix Karen Clark

South Auckland Yvonne Harris Mavis Shuker

Tauranga Lois Hellings

Thames Valley Christine Alley

Timaru Carol Murphy Dianne Mills

Waimakariri Judith Paget Gabby Irvine

Wanganui Anne Devonshire Nerrily Frith

Wellington Sarah Barclay 
Jen McKinlay Birkin

Lynn McKenzie 
Annette Boddy

Whangarei Jenny Fairley Lesley Eley

*NB* Proxy Vote only if delegate unable to perform duties
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Conference Registrants -  
Listed by Club 

 Surname First Name Club Vote Capabilities First Timer

Butchard Stephanie Ashburton Delegate Yes

Coulston Jill Ashburton No

Ferguson Amanda Ashburton Yes

Grant Alison Ashburton No

Hall Karen Ashburton No

Hunt Terrie Ashburton No

Kilworth Robin Ashburton Delegate No

McKimmie Katherine Ashburton No 

Montgomery Jeanette Ashburton Yes

Petrie Linda Ashburton No

Prowse Sue Ashburton Alternate No

Amos Lyn Auckland Inc Delegate No

Burnett Jacqui Auckland Inc No

Heine Maureen Auckland Inc No

King Irene Auckland Inc Alternate No

Coe Margaret Auckland North Shore Delegate No

Scott Melba Auckland North Shore Yes 

Shaw Roxanne Auckland North Shore Alternate No

Tudman Maxelyn Auckland North Shore No

Hepworth Denise Auckland West Inc Alternate No

Stone Mike Auckland West Inc Delegate Yes

 Arps Anna Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Benge Melissa Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Blacklock Christabel Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Collingwood Kay Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Donnelly Ngaio Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Haberfield Andrea Christchurch Canterbury Inc Delegate Yes

Haberfield Melissa Christchurch Canterbury Inc Yes

Jacobs Phillippa Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Kyle-Stevenson Marie Christchurch Canterbury Inc Yes

Marsh Susie Christchurch Canterbury Inc Yes 

Martin Clare Christchurch Canterbury Inc Alternate No

Okey Rachael Christchurch Canterbury Inc Yes
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Conference Registrants -  
Listed by Club 

 

Surname First Name Club Vote Capabilities First Timer

Read Priscilla Christchurch Canterbury Inc   Yes

Robertson Louise Christchurch Canterbury Inc Yes

Russell Lois Christchurch Canterbury Inc Delegate Yes

Stuthridge Joy Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Suckling Jan Christchurch Canterbury Inc No

Grassam Pauline Christchurch North No

Hewitson Beverley Christchurch North No

Leslie Nicki Christchurch North Alternate No

Pearce Shirley-Anne Christchurch North  Yes

Ryder Marion Christchurch North Yes

Stevenson Alison Christchurch North No

Watmuff Billie Christchurch North Delegate No

White Agnes Christchurch North No

Almond Wendy Christchurch South No

Campbell Pat Christchurch South No

Clark Sue Christchurch South Alternate No

Crequer Marilou Christchurch South No

Currie Margaret Christchurch South Delegate No

Curtis Beverley Christchurch South Yes

Fortune Jan Christchurch South No

Henshaw Glenys Christchurch South Yes

Hopping Pat Christchurch South No

Husband Alli Christchurch South No

Johnstone Jocelyn Christchurch South No

King Lynne Christchurch South No

Loughton Jennifer Christchurch South No

McMurtrie Anne Christchurch South No

Moffat Cheryl Christchurch South No

Nutt Linda Christchurch South No

Oakley Shirleen Christchurch South Yes

Price Glen Christchurch South No

Robertson Josephine Christchurch South Yes

Trappitt Anne Christchurch South No

Hulyer Fiona Dunedin-Otago Alternate No

Thomson Marie Dunedin-Otago Delegate No

Astill Barbara East Auckland Inc No

Gallagher Gay East Auckland Inc No
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Surname First Name Club Vote Capabilities First Timer

Moonie Eleanor East Auckland Inc Delegate No

Hobden Jill Hamilton-Waikato Inc No

Pennington Gwenda Hamilton-Waikato Inc Alternate No 

Watkins Alison Hamilton-Waikato Inc Delegate No

Ogle Susan Hatea-Whangarei Delegate No

Allen Ailsa Hawke's Bay Inc No

Bass Nikola Hawke's Bay Inc Delegate No

Bosselmann Heather Hawke's Bay Inc Yes

Buurmans Monique Hawke's Bay Inc No

Knight Debbie Hawke's Bay Inc Yes

Latiff Rizwaana Hawkes Bay Alternate Yes

Perkins Shirley Hawke's Bay Inc No

Braithwaite Linda Hibiscus Coast Delegate No

Coleman Suzanne Hibiscus  Coast No

Hope Janet Hibiscus Coast No

Jackson Heather Hibiscus Coast No

McConnell Cathy Hibiscus Coast Alternate No

Wright Margaret Hibiscus Coast No

Florance Deidre Mana Inc No

Gartner Carolina Mana Inc Delegate Yes

Hall-Thorpe Linda Mana Inc Delegate No

Liddell Patricia Mana Inc  No

Reilly Helen Mana Inc No

Thompson Barbara Mana Inc Alternate No

Corbin Thomas Jean Manawatu Inc No

Larsen Audrey Manawatu Inc Alternate No

O'Brien Jill Manawatu Inc Delegate No

Rowland Alison Manawatu Inc  Yes

Schreurs Nicola Manawatu Inc  No

Walker Anne Manawatu Inc No

Clarke Karen Mangawhai No

Fisher Jan Mangawhai No

Hollis Isobel Mangawhai Alternate No

Poynter Sue Mangawhai Delegate No

Stansfield Maree Louise Mangawhai Yes

White Helen Mangawhai No

Orman Bridget Marlborough Alternate No
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Surname First Name Club Vote Capabilities First Timer

Pinder Clare Marlborough Delegate No

Grave Lynette Metropolitan Dunedin No

Hydes Sarah Metropolitan Dunedin Delegate No

Jacobsen Dorothy Metropolitan Dunedin Alternate Yes

Armstrong Andrea Oamaru No

Bishop Hilary Oamaru Alternate No

Hurst Cathy Oamaru  No

McMillan Denise Oamaru Yes

Mountain Nicola Oamaru No

Rooke Jan Oamaru Yes

Squire Jill Oamaru No

Wood Carole Oamaru Delegate Yes

Clark Karen Rotorua Inc Alternate No

De La Croix Sierra Rotorua Inc Delegate Yes

Irvine Janette Rotorua Inc No

Kirby Desirae Rotorua Inc No

Stewart Barbara Rotorua Inc No

Struthers Alison Rotorua Inc No

Harris Yvonne South Auckland Inc Delegate No

Hubbard Patricia South Auckland Inc Yes

Sheppard Margaret South Auckland Inc No

Shuker Mavis South Auckland Inc Alternate No

Denne Christine Tauranga Inc No

Hellings Lois Tauranga Inc Delegate No

Stephens Vivienne Tauranga Inc No

Alley Christine Thames Valley Inc Delegate No

Backhouse Anne Thames Valley Inc No

Bruce Clare Timaru  No

Carter Helen Timaru No

Dovestone Trish Timaru Yes

Flynn Katherine Timaru No

George Alison Timaru No

Jordan Alison Timaru  No

Lobb Janya Timaru No

Mills Dianne Timaru Alternate No

Murphy Carol Timaru Delegate Yes

Ward Beverley Timaru No
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Surname First Name Club Vote Capabilities First Timer

Wittermans Rachel Timaru Yes

Bates Chris Waimakariri Yes

Burton Carol Waimakariri No

Fennell Jane Waimakariri Yes

Grainger Sue Waimakariri  Yes

Irvine Gabby Waimakariri Alternate No

Mears Jane Waimakariri Yes

Paget Judith Waimakariri Delegate Yes

Sneesby Judy Waimakariri Yes

Taiaroa Jill Waimakariri No

Devonshire Anne Wanganui Delegate No

Frith Nerrily Wanganui Alternate No

Nixon Philippa Wanganui No

Westwood Sue Wanganui Yes

White Gillian Wanganui Yes

Boddy Annette Wellington Alternate No

Bowie Helen Wellington No

Cook Christine Wellington No

Cumming Souella Wellington No

Keith Rayoni Wellington No

McKenzie Lynn Wellington Alternate No

McKinlay-Birkin Jen Wellington Delegate No

Munro Veronika Wellington Yes

Pearson Jan Wellington No

Pope Barbara Wellington No

Sparrow Margaret Wellington No

Stonyer Christine Wellington No

Eley Lesley Whangarei Inc Alternate Yes

Fairly Jenny Whangarei Inc Delegate No

McPherson Irene Whangarei Inc No

Yang Hsin-hsin Zonta International 
Representative

No

Washer Sarah Michelle JMK Scholarship District & ZI 
Awardee 2016

Yes
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District 16 Conference Committee 2017 

We are most appreciative of the support of the members of the host clubs from Christchurch, many of the members 
having roles at conference and those on the committee who have given so willingly of their time.  We acknowledge with 
gratitude the assistance of the other committee convenors and their club members.  

Conference Chair: Wendy Almond

Conference Secretary & Registrar: Gabby Irvine

Committee: Janet Hope 
Linda Nutt 
Marilou Crequer 
Rebecca Sewell 
Agnes White - Opening Ceremony 
Melissa Haberfield – Saturday Night Dinner

Treasurer: Barbara Astill

Registrations at conference: Gabby Irvine

Credentials & Tellers: Stephanie Butchard & Ashburton Club

Marketplace: Jan Fortune & Christchurch South Club

Memorial Service: Bridget Orman & Clare Pinder,  Marlborough Club

Raffle: Christchurch South Club & Wellington Club

Silent Auction: Waimakariri Club

Time-keeping: Christchurch South Club
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Located just 30 minutes south of Tokyo in the center of 
Japan, Yokohama, once a small fisherman’s town, is now 
a beautiful port city. Since its opening as an international 
port in 1859, Yokohama has been a place to exchange 
culture, friendship, information and goods between Japan 
and the world. 

Experience the Zonta 64th Convention. Be inspired by 
keynote speakers, participate in interactive workshops 
and build personal connections with fellow Zontians 
from around the world. As a delegate, you will have the 
opportunity to vote in decisions that will shape the future 
of Zonta International. 

The PACIFICO Yokohama Convention Centre is the 
Convention venue. It was designed under the theme 
“Waves, Wind and Sunlight” and the architecture has 
become a symbol of Yokohama. A rich selection of 
sightseeing spots and citizens offering genuine hospitality 
will definitely make your stay a life-long memory.

Zonta International Convention
Yokohama, Japan, 29th June - 3rd July 2018
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Daily Credentials Report 

 Business Session Delegates Alternates Proxies Board Total

1

2

3

4

5

Conference Attendance

International   ________________

District Officers and Board  ________________

Past District Governors  ________________

Delegates   ________________

Other Registrants   ________________

Guests    ________________

Total    ________________
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Conference 2017 Evaluation Form
Please complete and remove this page and hand it in at the end of Conference

 
Category Excellent Above 

Average
Average Below 

Average
Friday
“Developing Leaders for Zonta and Beyond” Workshop (if attended)
Opening Ceremony
Opening Ceremony Reception
Keynote speaker:  Hsin-hsin Yang
Keynote speaker – Billy (Kimberley)Wallace
Christchurch Eateries, café dining 
Saturday
Business Sessions
Governor’s Address
Keynote Speaker – Michelle Panzer
Keynote Speaker –Superintendent Tusha Penny
Workshop
Insert the name of the workshop you attended here:

Gala Dinner – Transitional Cathedral
Sunday
Memorial Service
Business Sessions
District Project Update
Awardees: Sarah-Michelle Washer
                   Emilly Fan
Panel:        Kerry Maw-Smith
                  Olive Wallis
                  Claire Evans
Quality and relevance of Pre-conference information
Quality and relevance of information provided at the 
Conference
Venue
Facilities
Catering
At this conference were you a (check one)   ☐ delegate   ☐ alternate   ☐ club officer   ☐ club member   ☐ guest    
☐ other
What do you consider the highlights of the conference?

Do you wish to make any suggestions to improve future conferences?

 
Thank you for completing this form – we appreciate and value your feedback.
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Notes
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