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6. Profile of Keynote Speakers 

 

 

 

Dame Therese Walsh DNZM, BCA, FCA 
Dame Therese is an independent director and is currently Chairman of 
TVNZ Ltd, Chairman elect of Air New Zealand Limited, a Director of 
ASB Bank Ltd, Contact Energy Ltd, and Antarctica New Zealand.   
She is also Pro-Chancellor of Victoria University of Wellington New 
Zealand, Ambassador for the Wellington Homeless Women’s Trust 
and is convenor of the Bold Steps Conference series aimed at 
supporting women to achieve their full potential. 

Previously she was the Head of New Zealand for the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015, and the Chief 
Operating Officer for Rugby New Zealand 2011 Limited, the company established to deliver the 
Rugby World Cup Tournament in 2011. She has also been a Director of New Zealand Cricket, Save 
the Children New Zealand, NZX Limited, and chairman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade’s International Advisory Panel. Before a career in governance she was the Chief Financial 
Officer at the New Zealand Rugby Union and part of the team that worked on the winning bid to 
host Rugby World Cup 2011 in New Zealand. Her career started as an auditor at KPMG. 
Therese is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants and a commerce graduate from 
Victoria University. In 2013, she was named the inaugural supreme winner of the Women of 
Influence Awards and was awarded a Sir Peter Blake Trust Leadership Award in 2014. She 
became a Dame Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit in June 2015. 

 
Sara Khatau, 2018 YWPA winner 
Sara Khatau’s passion for activism has provided her with many 
opportunities. Within her roles as leader of Amnesty International at 
her school and a volunteer with UNICEF Youth, she developed an 
appreciation for what youth can achieve while collectively working 
toward a common goal. Sara coordinated a team that raised 
NZ$12,000 for the Himalayan Trust and 40-Hour Famine.  As a 
prefect, she was chosen to be a leadership mentor for intermediate 
children, organising Mental Health Awareness Week.  
Because of her belief that young people have an integral role as changemakers, Sara founded LEAD 
(Liberate, Education, Empower Adolescent Development). Through the organization, she hopes to 
establish a greater link between youth and her community by increasing youth engagement in 
societal issues. Passionate for politics, Sara has worked alongside members of Parliament in their 
campaigns and committee electorates as a youth representative. She has also organized 
collaborative events as a volunteer for Youthline, fundraised for children in Vietnam as a youth 
leader in Global Volunteer Network and volunteered at Salvation Army. 

Sara is currently studying law and arts at the University of Auckland. She hopes this will enable her 
to pursue her passion for politics and policymaking as a human rights lawyer or a frontline decision-
maker in government. She is determined to continue empowering high school students and expand 
her organization, LEAD. As a newly appointed committee member for her local MP, Sara looks 
forward to representing youth voices in her community and continuing her work as a Young National 
Member. 




