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2019 District 16 Conference, Brisbane, Australia 

 

 
1. Welcome from the District 16 Governor 

 

 
Kia ora koutou - welcome to the 15th Zonta International District 16 Biennial 
Conference.  
 
Gathering for our District Conference during this centennial biennium is very special, 
but to do so jointly with the three Australian Districts is even more so.  
 
It’s a unique opportunity and we are delighted that Zonta International President, 
Susanne von Bassewitz, is able to join us for the weekend.  

 
In 2019, one hundred years after Zonta International 
was established, the challenges for women still remain – 
addressing gender equality and working to eliminate all 
forms of violence.  The opportunity to join with like-
minded women from around District 16 and the three 
Australian Districts provides us with the opportunity to 
reflect on our ‘why’, to share experiences and stories, 
and to learn from each other.  
 
During the District 16 Conference we have the important 

task of electing the Board and Nominating Committee for the next biennium – and 
we acknowledge all the Zonta members who have put themselves forward for these 
important leadership roles in our District.  
 
I’d like to thank all those who have contributed to the success of this Conference, 
especially the 2019 District 16 Conference Chair, Sarah Barclay and members of 
the Conference Committee, Gail Kettle, Rayoni Keith, Annette Boddy and Jessica 
Ward, and members from across the District who have contributed their time and 
support. 
 
I wish you all a great experience in Brisbane - one that leaves you feeling inspired 
by those who have come before us and empowered to continue working on Zonta’s 
mission of empowering women and girls. 
 
Souella Cumming 
Governor 2018 - 2020,  
Zonta International District 16  
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2. Message from the Zonta International President 

 

 
August 2019 
 
Dear Governor Souella and District 216 Zontians, 
 
At Conferences we meet with many great members, get inspired by them and feel the 
power of our worldwide organization. 
 
You can be sure that, as an individual, you make a real difference for women and are 
part of the change that our founding mothers, 100 years ago, envisioned. It is only 
through your personal commitment to our mission, be it in your family, at your 
workplace, in your community and not least in your club that the movement for gender 
equality is alive.  
 
Our actions and donations touch other women’s lives. And, again, it is the individual 
that experiences the empowerment.  
 
It is encapsulated in the proud smile and confident poise of Nabeela, a woman from 
Syria who I met in Za’atari. She had been confined to her house for almost her entire 
life until, in a camp for 80,000 refugees in the northeast of Jordan, she acquired 
weaving skills. She is now teaching others, makes some money and has turned 
around her position in the family. This was made possible through a program that 
deserves its name: Oasis. Like a vibrant water spring in the desert, it enables 
blossoming and growth. Together, as Zontians, we have been funding this program for 
more than a year now. 

 
Thanks a lot for all that you do to empower women and girls. And have a great 
conference weekend and a successful second year of our Centennial Anniversary 
Biennium. I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible on my visit to 
Brisbane. 
 
Cordially, 

 
Dr. Susanne von Bassewitz 
President 
Zonta International and Zonta International Foundation 
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3. Greetings from ZI Regional Representative 

 

 
24 August 2019 
 
Dear District 16 Conference Attendees,  
It is a pleasure and a real honour to be your Zonta International Liaison for the District 16 
Conference, especially as it marks our centennial year. Your district is 
more than 50 years old marking another special occasion. It is 
marvellous that there are many talented Zontians between the 30 clubs 
to influence change and empower women. 

I would like to congratulate District Governor Souella Cumming, 
Conference Chairman and members for organizing the 2019 District 
Conference. The District Conference is important for the members to 
come together for the election of the next district leadership. It also 
provides a platform for workshops, discussions and ideas as well as 
rekindle old friendships and make new ones.  

This 2019 Conference’s meaningful theme “Honora and Empower” reflects your District’s 
accomplishments, integrity and commitment to further strengthen our Zonta’s goals. 
Empowerment is a key result, through education, planning and actions that we can 
achieve together. 

We should also be proud to be celebrating the Centennial year together. This impressive 
landmark comes from contributions and diligent works of all Zontians, past and present.  

I look forward to the conference, I am here to serve, listen and learn from you all. Your 
voice is important to Zonta International. Thank you all for your contribution, commitment 
and courage to advance the empowerment of women worldwide. 

Warmest Regards, 

  
Lalivan Karnchanachari  

Zonta International Director  
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4. Welcome from the 2019 District 16 Conference Chair 

 

 
 

 
On behalf of Governor Souella Cumming and the 2019 
District 16 Organising Committee I extend a very warm 
welcome to you all to the 15th Zonta International 
District 16 Biennial Conference here in Brisbane.  
 
We are honoured to host Zonta International President 
Susanne von Basseswitz and to join together with 
Zonta members from across the three Australian 
Districts, 22, 23 and 24. 
 
“Honour and Empower” is the theme for this biennial 
conference and the speakers over the Conference will 
leave us inspired and empowered as we continue 
Zonta’s work throughout District 16.  

Sarah Barclay 
Conference Chair 2019 

Zonta International District 16 

Zonta members from across the District have worked hard to make this a successful 
conference, and I’d especially like to thank the members of the 2019 Organising 
Committee and from the Brisbane Taskforce who have supported the four District 
Governors with the planning, logistics and delivery of the conference. 
 
We hope you enjoy our District 16 Conference and the Inter-District Conference over the 
weekend – network with likeminded women, make new friendships and renew others, and 
be inspired by the Zonta’s mission and purpose. 
 
Thank you so much for coming to Brisbane. 
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